
This class examines key contributions to nineteenth-century European thought 
and the systematic problems it addresses. We will cover central texts by Søren 
Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche and discuss contemporary scholarship in 
the relevant areas. Combining historical and systematic approaches, we will see 
how the legacy of the Nineteenth Century resonates in contemporary discourse 
across the divisions of Analytic and European philosophy. Key texts will be 
Kierkegaard’s Fear and Trembling and Nietzsche’s Genealogy of Morals, though 
references will be made to other works by these authors, contributions by other 
nineteenth-century philosophers, as well as contemporary debates in philosophy 
of religion, moral philosophy, epistemology, and meta-philosophical discussions.   
 
Aims and Objectives: At the end of the semester, students should have acquired 
solid knowledge of the basic ideas and problems of nineteenth-century 
philosophy. They should be able to analyze and discuss both the historical 
development of nineteenth-century European philosophy and the contemporary 
relevance of the positions involved.  
 
Student contributions: 
We are encouraging all students to hand in optional response papers (addressing 
the readings), each of which should be maximum 1000 words. Each week you 
should prepare two questions for classroom discussion. Each question should be 
motivated or followed by a paragraph of context and/or possible response 
strategies.  
 
In case you cannot attend class, we would appreciate an email notice on the day 
of class.  
 
Course requirements: 
Grades will be based on a final paper, of about 10 pages (Times Roman 12, 1.5-
line spacing).  Topics should be discussed in advance, and you should submit a 
one-page overview of your proposed topic and a list of (at least) three secondary 
sources by March 27th.  You should have a draft of your paper ready for 
presentation and discussion at the class workshop, planned for April 24th.  Final 
papers must be submitted by May 15th.  
 
Readings: 
Søren Kierkegaard: 

Fear and Trembling and Repetition (Kierkegaard’s Writings, Vol. 6) 
Edited and translated by Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong, 1983, 
Princeton University Press.  ISBN-10: 0691020264, ISBN-13: 978-
0691020266 

 
Frykt og Bæven. Digital utgave:  http://sks.dk/fb/txt.xml 

 
Friedrich Nietzsche,   

Untimely Meditations. Daniel Breazeale (editor), Cambridge University 
Press, 2nd. edition, 1997, paperback. ISBN-10: 0521585848 
ISBN-13: 978-0521585842 

 

http://sks.dk/fb/txt.xml


On the Genealogy of Morals. Translation and Notes by Maudemarie 
Clark and Alan J. Swensen, Introduction by Maudemarie Clark, Hackett 
Publishing Company, 1998, ISBN: 978-0-87220-283-2 
 

Various recent contemporary articles will be made available in due course.  
 
 


