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Both	History	of	Philosophy	and	Ethics	are	to	be	answered.
	
Tips	and	tricks:
•				You	do	not	have	to	worry	about	saving	your	document.	Inspera	autosaves	every	15	seconds	and	every	time
you	navigate	from	one	section	of	the	assignment	to	another.
•				You	can	choose	language	in	the	top	right	menu
•				On	the	top	left	you	can	see	how	much	time	is	left	of	the	exam.
•				You	can	adjust	the	size	of	the	box	in	which	you	are	writing	with	the	four	arrows	icon	above	the	box.	You	can
reset	it	by	pressing	the	same	icon	once	more.
Formal	requirements:

•				Independence.	All	parts	of	the	examination	must	be	your	own	independent	work	and	a	result	of	your	own
learning	and	efforts.	Therefore:	do	not	“copy	and	paste”,	use	your	own	words,	and	do	not	work	together	with
other	students	during	the	exam.

References.	If	you	use	literal	repetition/word-for-word	repetition	of	something	that	another	author	has	written
then	references	must	be	given.	Direct	citations	of	text	must	be	enclosed	within	quotation	marks.	If	you	give	a
free	rendering	(in	your	own	words)	of	something	another	author	has	written	or	said	(paraphrase),	then	you	do
not	need	to	give	a	precise	reference	in	this	home	exam,	but	you	need	to	write	down	whose	ideas	you	are
using.
It	is	not	required	with	a	list	of	references	on	these	home	exam	questions.

General	information:

•				Plagiarism	control:	All	submissions	are	electronically	checked	for	plagiarism	against	online	resources,
various	text	databases,	and	other	students	assignments	submitted	this	semester	and	earlier.	If	submissions	fail
to	refer	to	sources	or	coincide	with	other	responses	it	can	lead	to	suspicion	of	cheating	and	can	result	in
serious	consequences	for	you	as	a	student.
•				The	exam	will	automatically	be	submitted	when	the	exam	time	is	out.	If	you	chose	not	to	submit	even
though	you	have	started	the	exam	then	you	must	withdraw	from	the	exam,	or	delete	all	of	the	answers	that	you
have	made.	You	can	withdraw	using	the	menue	in	the	upper	right	corner.
			
	
If	you	encounter	any	technical	problems,	you	can	call	22	84	10	70
For	questions	regarding	assignments,	you	can	call	one	of	the	teachers:
Kari	Sletnes,	tlf	995	44	539	(not	sms)
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1 History	of	philosophy	and	science
Answer	1	or	2
	
1.									Could	we	have	knowledge	if	we	lacked	all	sensory	experience?	How	can	we	know	that	something	we
experience	is	real?	Discuss	in	relation	to	two	thinkers	from	the	syllabus.
	
2.									Answer	a),	b)	and	c).
a)	Why	does	Plato	bring	in	the	so-called	'doctrine	of	recollection'	in	the	dialogue	'The	Meno'?	Explain	what	the
doctrine	of	recollection	is.
b)	Present	the	main	aspects	of	the	slave	boy's	attempt	to	solve	a	geometrical	problem	and	discuss	whether
Socrates	succeeds	in	showing	that	it	really	is	recollection	that	is	taking	place	here.
c)	How	does	Aristotle	think	we	can	achieve	knowledge?	Compare	his	view	with	Plato's,	as	you	have	described
it	in	parts	a)	and	b)	above.
Fill	in	your	answer	here
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2 Ethics
	
Answer	3	or	4
	
3.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Peter	 Singer's	 view	 on	 abortion	 is	 totally	 different	 from	 that	 of	 Hursthouse.	 Describe	 Singer's
perspective.	Which	 of	 the	 two	 philosophers'	 approaches	 is	 more	 convincing?	 (Hint:	 give	 reasons	 for	 your
answer,	rather	than	just	stating	your	opinion!)
	
4.	How	can	we	establish	what	we	ought	 to	do	according	 to	utilitarianism?	Should	we	keep	our	promises?
Explain	Smart's	view	and	discuss	 its	strengths	and	weaknesses.	Draw	on	Fried's	defense	of	deontology	 in
your	discussion.
Fill	in	your	answer	here
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