
Home exam for EXPHIL03E, seminar model, autumn term 2017 
 

The exam paper consists of 3 parts, which all must be answered: 
 

 

1. 10 questions  

 

Answer all ten 10 questions briefly (approximately 1 – 3 sentences should be sufficient for 

each question). You should not spend more than approximately 30 minutes answering this 

part. 

 

 

1. Smart rejects altruism as a basis for (utilitarian) ethics. What is his own suggestion? 

2. What is Socrates trying to demonstrate by his geometry example? 

3. What is the difference between experience and knowledge, according to Aristotle? 

4. What is the basis for our moral judgments, according to Hume? 

5. Give an example of what Kant considers a synthetic, a priori judgment. 

6. What does Simone de Beauvoir mean by the conceptual pair “transcendence” and 

“immanence”? 

7. Which aspect of quantum theory has created problems in relation to a deterministic 

understanding of nature? 

8. What does Peter Singer mean by “speciesism”? 

9. Why does Fried consider the notion of intention to be so important? 

10. In what sense does Descartes use the process of doubt as a method? 

 

2. History of philosophy and science 

 

There are two questions from the History of philosophy part. You must choose one of 

them and give an answer to it. You should not spend more than approximately 45 minutes 

answering this part. 

 

 

 

Either: 

Ought differences in biological gender (sex) lead to differential treatment of individuals? 

Refer to at least two philosophers on your curriculum. 

 

Or: 

Can we have knowledge independent of sense experience? Discuss two philosophers on your 

curriculum. 

 

 

 

3. Ethics 

 

There are two questions from the Ethics part. You must choose one of them and give an 

answer to it. You should not spend more than approximately 45 minutes answering this 

part. 



 

 

Either: 

What separate human beings from other animals? Is this distinction morally relevant? Refer 

to at least to philosophers on your curriculum. 

 

 

Or: 

Is it possible to estimate the moral value of an action without considering the actor’s 

intention? Refer to at least to philosophers on your curriculum. 

 
 


