
4-hour written examination, EXPHIL03E, spring 2018 
 

Part I 

 
Either 
Beauvoir and Aristotle  
a), b) and c) must be answered. 
 

a) Explain what Simone de Beauvoir in The Second Sex means by ‘transcendence and ‘the 
One’.  

b) b) In Politics Aristotle outlines his view on authority, and how the relationship between 
men and women should be in the family and in society. Explain his view. 

c) c) Discuss whether Aristotle’s view about women’s natural role supports or undermines 
de Beauvoir’s claim that society forces women into a state of ‘immanence’. 

 
 
Or 
Hume and Kant 
a), b) and c) must be answered. 
 

a) Explain the key features in David Hume’s theory of knowledge and show how his 
analysis of the relationship between cause and effect illustrates this. Use Hume’s 
example of billiard balls in your answer. 

b) Evaluate Hume’s view of what the relationship between cause and effect means for the 
possibility of gaining knowledge of natural laws. 

c) Immanuel Kant, in responding to Hume’s work on cause and effect, argues that the claim 
that all events have a cause is synthetic a prior. What does Kant mean by this? 

 
 
 

Part II 

 
Either 
Deontology and utilitarianism  
a), b) and c) must be answered. 
 

a) Explain Fried’s distinction between intended outcomes and foreseen, but unintended 
side-effects. Give an example. Explain why Fried thinks this distinction is morally 
relevant. 

b) Explain what makes an action rational or irrational, as well as what makes an action 
right or wrong according to Smart. 

c) Disuss how Smart’s act utilitarianism differs from Fried’s standpoint. Use the example 
you gave in your answer to a) above, and what you wrote in answer to b). Which theory 
do you think is best? Give reasons to support your view. 

 
Or  
Virtue ethics and abortion 



a) and b) must be answered. 
 

a) Explain Hursthouse’s argument about abortion, women’s rights and the status of the 
foetus in the article Virtue ethics and abortion. What grounds does she give for judging 
abortion to be morally right or wrong? 

b) Starting with Hursthouse’s arguments, discuss whether character traits (virtues) are the 
only morally relevant consideration in judging the rightness or wrongness of abortion. 
Support your point of view by drawing on other relevant parts of the syllabus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


