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1 Part	I	History	of	philosophy	and	science
Answer	1	or	2
	
1.					Both	a)	and	b)	should	be	answered
a)	In	his	moral	philosophy,	David	Hume	suggests	that	we	cannot	logically	move	from	'is'	to	'ought',	or	from
description	of	facts	to	normative	statements.	What	does	Hume	mean	by	this,	and	how	does	he	explain	this
position?
b)	Explain	Aristotle's	function	argument	and	set	out	the	ways	in	which	Aristotle's	view	is	affected	by	Hume's
rejection	of	the	possibility	of	deriving	an	'ought'	from	an	'is'.
	
2.		What	is	certain	knowledge?	Set	out	at	least	one	argument	about	what	constitutes	certain	knowledge,	and
some	possible	objections.	Refer	to	one	or	more	philosophers	from	the	syllabus	in	your	answer.	Think	about	the
subject	you	are	studying	at	university:	can	it	be	said	to	comprise	certain	(or	partially	certain)	knowledge?
	
Fill	in	your	answer	here
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2 Part	II	Ethics
	
Answer	3	or	4
	
3.					Answer	both	a)	and	b)
a)	In	his	article	'An	outline	of	a	system	of	utilitarian	ethics',	J.	J.	C.	Smart	claims	that	he	wants	to	ground	his
ethics	in	a	principle	that	'benevolent	and	good	hearted	people'	would	agree	to.	What	is	the	principle	that	Smart
thinks	such	people	would	choose?	What	possible	objections	might	be	raised	against	this	principle?	Draw	on
the	work	of	one	or	more	philosophers	from	the	syllabus	in	your	answer.
	
b)	The	deontologist	Charles	Fried	claims	in	his	chapter	'Elements'	from	the	book	'Right	and	Wrong'	that	ethics
must	be	based	in	a	principle	that	doesn't	yield	consequences	that		«decent	person»	would	find	unacceptable.
Fried	believes	that	right	and	wrong	must	be	based	on	'respect	for	persons	-	respect	for	others	and	self-respect'.
Explain	what	this	principle	entails	and	discuss	possible	objections	to	it.	Draw	on	one	or	more	philosophers
from	the	syllabus	in	your	answer.

4.	Is	it	morally	problematic	to	eat	non-human	animals?	Set	out	an	argument	for	why	it	IS	problematic,	and	an
argument	for	why	it	is	NOT	problematic.	Which	argument	is	more	convincing,	and	why?	(Hint:	you	must	give
reasons,	not	just	state	your	view!)	Draw	on	one	or	more	philosophers	from	the	syllabus	in	your	answer.
	
Fill	in	your	answer	here
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