Home exam, Environmental philosophy FIL 2390/4390
Spring 2019

Choose one of the following three assignments:

1. Contemporary environmental philosophers offer different explanations for
the present-day precarious relationship between human society and the wider
natural world. Present and discuss some of the positions taken here and
assess their validity.

2. Holmes Rolston and Freya Mathews both maintain a distinction between
culture and nature. Describe how they do this and consider the
appropriateness or lack of such of using this distinction in the present era of
the Anthropocene.

3. Why is it that leading environmental philosophers, Hans Jonas among them,
regard the Cartesian dualism between mind and matter as paving the way for
the primacy of epistemology over ontology, of the issue of knowledge over
that of being? Proceed to discuss why this development, seemingly abstract,
carries a number of real-life consequences.



