
Course description KUN4500 Current topics in Art History  

Spring 2016 

 

Topic spring 2016: Design in nature 

 

About the course spring 2016: This course builds on recent research produced in the 
framework of the on-going UiO project “Back to the Sustainable Future.”  
 
The relationship between design and the natural environment will be studied in a series of 
thematic lectures that look at how the idea of nature has been constructed over time, and 
study its impact on design culture in an age marked by the sustainability imperative. The 
discussion will examine how design has been alternatively accused of being a contributor to 
the environmental crisis, or mobilized as a means to tackle the very crisis. The course topics 
will include design strategies and artefacts retrieved from international design history. 
 
During the course students will be blogging short texts on individually chosen topics on a 

purpose-created blog. 

 

Learning outcome spring 2016:  

By completing the course you will: 
• Acquire an overview of the design approaches proposed since the 1970s with the 

beginning of the current wave of ecological awareness; 
• Critically evaluate “green” design theories and artefacts in contemporary and 

historical perspective; 
• Compose a critical essay about the course topic; 
• Make use of contemporary media in a professional context. 

 

Teaching spring 2016:  

The course is taught over 28 hours during the semester.  
The teaching hours will be a combination of lectures and seminars.  
 
You must hand in four obligatory blog posts. The obligatory blog posts must be approved 
before the student may take the exam. The assignment will be graded accepted/not 
accepted, and is only valid in the term it is accepted. 
 
Active participation in lectures and seminars is expected. 
Parts of the teaching may take place in the form of visits to design studios, museums, or 
small businesses.  

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/compulsory-activities/hf-oblig.htmlindex.html


 
Some teaching materials may be distributed through Fronter. 

 

Exam spring 2016: 

A term paper of 7-10 pages (à 2300 characters without spaces, not including illustrations and 

notes). 

You submit your term paper in Fronter 

The exams will be assessed as a whole and you will be given one final grade. 

When writing a term paper you are entitled to individual guidance by you teacher. To be 

eligible for this guidance you must submit a draft of your paper that meets certain 

requirements. More detailed information about guidance and how to submit your draft will 

be given by the teacher during class or in Fronter. 

 

See course page for more information about admission, prerequisities, examination, 

evaluation and other. 

 

https://fronter.uio.no/
http://www.hf.uio.no/ifikk/english/studies/admin/submitting/submitting_fronter.html

