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You have learned a number of verbs and derived forms (Jynis wuly Jobb ) whose i begins with ,, including the
verb* = j to clarify’ in this chapter. Most o\)}i of verbs whose i~ begins with , behave just like regular verbs, but
there are three instances when the 4 either drops or changes form. We will demonstrate these using the verb |y as an
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You know that verbs formed in Jeli" 45" and "J¢ls" often express actions that are mutual or reciprocal. In this section

we will explore the difference between these two patterns further .

The action denoted by a "¢" verb is almost always bidirectional. Typically, this means that the subject of the verb
exerts a force towards another party, and this other party also exerts a force towards the subject. In one set of "/Jei"

verbs, the subject acts and experiences a counterforce or resistance. To see this, compare " I J:.s oy and "I el 5"

below.

(to throw down’ (subject acts on the object’ g
to wrestle, struggle against’(subject acts on and is resisted by the object’ @Lp
(to kill” (subject acts on the object* e

(to fight’ (subject acts on and is resisted by the object e

With other verbs the bidirectionality of the action can be characteristic of competition, interaction, sharing, exchange,

or some other symmetric situation.

‘to compete with’ Py
‘to dialogue with’ Yl

‘to share with’ Hla
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‘to exchange speech with, converse with’ 3l

‘to be equal with’ ol

Note that some " oyjs" verbs have a ;2. of JWi" 5" either in addition to, or instead of, the more common .alelad" ;"
Examples include* CUfU\ defending* C\Jfah ,’struggle’, and* Juall fighting’. Note also that the preposition ‘with’ in the
English translations above is not necessary with the Arabic verb. The meaning ‘with’ is conveyed by the pattern itself,

and the verb frequently takes a direct object, which can make translation a little messy at times:
Mg ogisbu o sty Vg Aldl ailial il 5pSile Y il gl

“The new members of parliament do not share with the president his political goals, and they do not want to talk with

him about them”

The difference between "III Jei" ;s and its reflexive counterpart, "VI Jel&" o, is that the bidirectional action of ;"

Jet"is carried out in relation to another party (with or against someone or something) whereas the action of Je\&" o,
is carried out by all participants fogether. For this reason" J¢\&" ;5 ,does not usually take a direct object. Either it
appears with a subject that is plural, where the ‘togetherness’ of the action is best understood as ‘amongst themselves’
or ‘with each other’, or it appears with the preposition® & with’, where a good paraphrase is ‘together with’. Look at

how this works in context.
5 | s
2y SULS B oYl Blaw el of i) 5T
The new president confirmed that the army will fight the terrorists wherever they are.
bl g Lk y3enadl s
The rebels fought constantly amongst themselves.
gl ek o i) o st s

The communists fought with the fascists over the future of Europe
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Now practice using Jeb" 45" and |els" o35" verbs in context in the following activity. Think about the situation you are
describing. Does the subject of the verb act and experience some type of resistance or cooperation in return? Or does
the subject act fogether, so that the action either takes place between elements of a plural subject, or fogether with a

party introduced by? o

";}}—Uj"; ";}}—U" 838 o J\,jj sl ls il 6\.,\:';-;...»\ 1No s

G il 3 Sl ¢l r Banond) D3l et dpans JS 3 sl Y1 Aol e gn Ln opllaal)

PIveS Jf @ & godSetontos
‘wrestle or struggle’ () Pl= / oo 1.

a) Despite the positive results achieved by the feminist movements of the last century, many women today still

resist sexual harassment and male chauvinism in their daily lives.

b) The government seems ready to grapple with several new members of parliament who may represent an obstacle

to its legislative plans.

2. Sold [ sl ‘equal’

a) We believe that men and women are equal in every respect, but some people take women too lightly, resulting

in discrimination against them and marginalization.
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b) Modern society benefits fiom many great minds, but we have to admit that few of them equal the genius of

Albert Einstein.
3. &) B [ Bl ‘oppose’
a) This article explains that some British people opposed remaining in the European Union for reasons connected

to a new nationalist trend, in addition to several other factors not limited to identity politics.

b) Although Western culture still clings on to consumerism, there is an awareness now that limitless marketing of

products and consumption of merchandise may be incompatible with environmental conservation.

4. w35 53) ‘dialogue’

a) The president wants to dialogue with members of the armed groups that support him, since they represent, in

his viewpoint, a useful tool that he uses to control the opposition, and therefore a symbol of his power.

b) “Good Morning America” interviewed the Vice President about why he retreated from his position on immigration

after demands from powerfil donors.
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5. ) = [ ) ‘compete’

a) The popularity of the communists has increased to the extent that they now rival the nationalists in the battle to

determine the economic and political trajectory of the country.

b) The United States and the Soviet Union competed throughout the Cold War to convince foreign governments to

adopt capitalism or communism as an economic model.
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In the text that you just read there are several instances where someone speaks, and points out, adds, or explains

something while doing so. Look at the Arabic excerpts of the text below to see how this is conveyed.

sae" di ojl ZJ,:..L» Ld\wy‘ djﬁp-} EJL\MH r.:i v&.\] a.:]a‘;;ﬁ.l P &l:— Mjl}u E5_9 T))L: QK ;L.M..H 9 QT C\"b (’WT A‘f}]j (\
"5V Sl Bl (St 3l uldly sl gLl 5 ollaaldl Sl

“Ahlam Bilhaj stresses that ....,pointing out that..........

~~~~~ & Laas gk s «"goi,.b- 93 5B L«.AJS\ " S, sl 9> sa" (x
TR says Bilhaj, adding that it is......... ”?
B B M 0S5 L D Ll o) sl aS e o iy sdl JUT A8 (r
“Amal Al-Shareef asserts that....... , explaining that........”
e B N EY (e Ollas sy el B lal) sled) e deesl ) oo sy (¢

“Bilhaj points to....., drawing attention to the fact that.......
You will notice that in all these examples, there is a main verb (.25 (Js&5 «uS'g) followed later by an |l V..»\ in
saial) case (Y (imoge (Linas (3,20). This structure is one of several in Arabic that present two actions, or an
action and a state, as occurring simultaneously and is called J\ (literally state or condition). You were introduced to
this structure in Lesson 8 in A/-Kitaab II; in this section we will examine some different types of Jl> in .24l and

i to get a feel for how they are used.
Oyl b gmie ol o o ol 1 (1
When J-Ji is formed with an ! it highlights the state that someone or something is in when the action of the main

verb takes place. The ! can describe the state of the subject or the object of the verb. Study the examples of J\-J| in

the sentences below, then translate each sentence into English.

g B S el B el ST YN J8 ez O
gl iy Ygitay 5gally JL) o ol 6l Jams o3 x
NS TR O L L—)w Ul Odg s e L”S‘V FRVE ‘c,.l..p) (Y
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gl Jab 1l (v
When J-J) is formed with a @L;m J=3, the verb is part of a ilsé da> known as &l el A &)l dlo> presents an
activity that is ongoing, either because it is a process that goes on over time, or because it is habitual and repeated. You

can see the difference between the two types of Jelb ) J-and Golas =) in the example below.

”Ahmed sat silently, reading the newspaper* 8y o) L.-b Lpr Aol Es
The Jel ool here (Lslo) tells us the state that Ahmed is in while sitting (a state of silence). In contrast, [ gl Jadll)
) tells us an activity (reading) that Ahmed undertakes while sitting. Note that the whole event is in the past here, and
hence > isa b Jss, but the Jl>~ is not the main verb and remains @L'@. Translate the examples of LJl>J! s

type of Jl> below.

) e Lanss ool oland gprerly U1 Jlsb o)) g O
@\}MS\ & BTN -EN Y U:Y\ Je L;i) ] Lféxd\ LJJ.s\ (v

et U Sl 3] S LSy L) 3 S5 Sl r

The choice of Jels (w\ or @u:.a J#s to form Jl=Jl is sometimes easy, sometimes less so, and it will take a while to get a
feel for it. A good rule of thumb is that the |eb ! presents a static situation, while the Golae Job in Il i)

conveys an activity. This is clear in the pairs below.

“It is said that Umm Kalthoum was born singing!” ! _;;u o O'Af fi o s
“Umm Kalthoum was born a singer” Liae o0l pslS (’i
“He spent twenty years married to her” (o] \:—j SII RS,
“He lived the rest of his life marrying women who Jaul slendt o VJ aSdy Lprgad slony Cﬁf“ sl L4 ple

resembled her”

The static situation conveyed by el o can be a state like Tope Or it can be an ‘in doing so’ state, which is taken on

when the action of the main verb is carried out:

[42]



“He sat writing her a letter” Al L Sl

“He sent her a letter, writing that he does not love her” Lo Y ol L LS AL o 4 o g

In the pair above, _; is an action that runs concurrently with the activity of the main verb_.l> , while s is an ‘in
doing so’ state, since the subject sends a letter, and in doing so writes that.... The examples of JJ!I from the text you
read are mostly |l ! that can be thought of as ‘in doing so’ states: asserting and in doing so explaining; stressing

and in doing so pointing out, etc. You will find more examples of ‘in doing so’ states in the following .,;,.3.

tSOY) ) ey o el oda 3 bl Dbl lasY 225
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When you were reading the text above you may have noticed that in the sentence .S los Ly J)y Y, the word L_sfx;..."
‘challenge’ is missing its final . This word is an instance of _egix.ll V“N‘ - a category of nouns and adjectives whose
4> ends with either 4 or (s, such as 4 - J - ¢ in L_;\.,J\ or ¢ - p-pin g:;Lc..H, and whose indefinite form ends in
tanwiin kasra: J\s .z, up\.» ol You have learned several nouns of this type, and you have noticed that they have

two basic forms: a definite one ending in (s, and an indefinite one in which the (s shortens to fanwiin kasra:

B gu Seh J
@3lsdh /3\}.: z R HA)) /5\.3 Piye)) /JU
There are three main things to remember about il (.MV\:
1) When such words are definite, or non-final in an &L>), the final s appears as you would expect: L_gi\;d\ =S
g:\;d, el Q:S\ ~Ladl el and so on.
2) When _,z5i.0) (,..N\ is indefinite, the final (¢ drops when the word takes a 5,.5" ..55. As expected, this happens

when the word is in s ~.J! case, but for phonological reasons it also happens when the word is in gs2Jl case (where

you would normally expect a iw> .;55). An indefinite ,»5i: ) N Cganall case carries i 09 and so does not drop

the final (s:
S Ao Lol 1gshe
S Do o il el s
Sl pp 2SI TS Lo )l oyt g
3) These endings of ,2sixa) (,.MY\ are very often associated with masculine singular sl .| since the feminine

and plural forms of these words follow regular patterns:
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you have learned are often used in Arabic with a negative to give the kind (s and \T\ The two particles of exception

of emphasis that is conveyed with English “only ™

I only heard the voices of the children.

This opinion only represents her point of view.

Aok ey e Ji Y 1 M

The legislative (branch of government) is only a toy in

the lands of the president.

oAl B A G Bmppad) Bl ]

I am sure that the report will only present the positive

aspects of the current economic situation.
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