
JAP2503 SCHOOL EXAM  

25 November 2019, 09:00 – 11:00 

Information:  

This exam consists of five parts.  

You must respond to all five parts. Each part counts for 20% of the result of this exam. 

You can answer in English or Norwegian.  

What you write will be stored automatically every 15 seconds. You may, at any time, switch 

back and forth between exam modules in order to check what you have done in each; however, 

the modules are numbered and you must do each module as a separate unit. 

You are allowed to use English dictionaries. 

Break a leg! 

Part 1 

Explain briefly (in a few sentences) what the following terms mean or what the following 

persons are known for. Please also make sure to mention to which time period these terms 

belong or in which time period these persons lived. (20%) 

 

ryōsai kenbo 

Motoori Norinaga 

sankin kōtai 

Yamagata Aritomo 

Part 2 

The Farris textbook provides a social and economic history of Japan up until 1600. Rather than 

periodizing Japanese history on the basis of political events (shifts of the capital, change of 

political leadership) he emphasizes changes in growth and population. 

 



Discuss in which three major periods Farris divides Japanese history up until 1600, give a 

general characterization of these three periods, and give the reasons for the change from one 

period to another. (20%) 

Part 3 

The term Meiji Restoration is contested by various scholars and many prefer to speak of a Meiji 

Revolution. Describe in which aspects Japan in the Meiji period was fundamentally different 

from Japan in the Edo period. (20%) 

Part 4 

Choose one person from the Walthall textbook covered in the lectures: Shinanomiya Tsuneko, 

Mori Yoshiki, Nishimiya Hide, the Ishizaka of Notsuda, or Hatoyama Haruko. 

In what era (or period of transition) did he or she live? Describe what aspects of his or her life 

were representative of that era. Also, discuss what aspects of his or her life were exceptional to 

that era. (20%) 

Part 5 

Japan’s modern history is marked by various external wars. Give the names and years of the 

wars Japan fought between 1868 and 1945, mention the names of the main enemy countries, and 

specify Japan’s objectives for fighting these wars. (20%) 

 

 

 

 


