
 

 

Examination Guidelines (General) 

KULH2011 The Cultural History of Nature 

 

This is a BA-level elective course, designed to introduce students to central topics, ideas, directions and 

thinkers in the cultural history of nature. The course presents students with a breadth of writers and ideas 

and equips them to begin navigating this rich and complex intellectual field on their own, cultivating a 

sense of how past understandings of nature connect to the present, to everyday practices and institutions 

and to the increasingly urgent issues that we confront, both in Norway and globally, in an age of ecological 

turmoil. 

By the end of the course, students should have experience analysing textual, visual and material sources 

from a perspective informed by the cultural history of nature. They should also be able to demonstrate a 

sense of the diversity of ideas about relationships between human beings and nature, broadly defined, how 

these have developed over time and how they are embedded in everyday practices, institutions and 

relationships—including their own. The course offers students considerable scope to determine and pursue 

their own interests. Much of the course material focuses on the 19th to 21st centuries, including 

contemporary discussions of the Anthropocene, but students are free to supplement the curriculum with 

topics and case studies from outside. 

The course is examined by a term paper of six to eight pages. Prior to submitting this, students will have 

completed four shorter, preparatory writing exercises. These exercises cover different kinds of source 

material and objects, and students are encouraged to experiment with styles, genres and approaches to 

writing. The short papers are not graded. The final term paper may be based on any of the shorter exercises, 

but should draw more extensively on sources and approaches explored in the curriculum and in class. The 

final paper should demonstrate a student's ability to connect class readings, case studies and theoretical 

approaches to one or more contemporary issues, focusing on analysis of a chosen source and situating this 

in a historical context. 


