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The final exam will consist of a portfolio containing three short (2-4 pages each) analytical 

essays. Each of the three essays should meet the following requirements.  

 

- They should present analysis of one, or at most, two of the assigned readings from 

the quarter.  

- Each essay should have an appropriate title. 

- Each essay must contain a clearly stated, argumentative thesis statement.  

- The thesis should be supportable by evidence from the readings in question.  

- Each essay should include specific evidence from the reading to support the thesis. 

The evidence should include at least one passage with the student’s original 

translation of Persian to English.  

- The essay may refer to published translations of the text in question. If it does, then 

the translation should be cited correctly. In this case, the essay should also include at 

least one passage from a secondary source in Persian with the student’s original 

translation to English.  

- All quotations from the text should be cited correctly. Citations should conform to 

the Chicago Manual of Style.  

- Students may, but are not required to, make use of any sources in addition to the 

main text under analysis in the essay. However, any secondary sources should be 

used only to support the central thesis. All references and quotations much be cited 

correctly per the point above.  

- The analysis in each essay should be based on a variety of aspects of the text. For 

example, students may wish to consider the tone, diction, style, lexicon, 

intertextuality, use of metaphor, structure, audience, ideological context, cultural 

milieu, and so on.  

- Each essay should present an original argument. This point will be especially 

important if the student chooses to refer to secondary sources.  

- The essay should be written in the kind of standard, clearly stated English that one 

expects to encounter in a reputable publication like the New York Times. If grammar, 

spelling, or other editing errors distract from the essay’s arguments then the grade 

will be lowered as appropriate.  

- In the case of any non-English terms or names without a standard English spelling, 

the essay should make use of a consistent and appropriate transliteration system.  

Grading 

For the overall assessment, the grading should follow UiO’s general definitions, which 

can be found here: 

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grading-system/index.html 

 

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grading-system/index.html


A – An excellent performance, clearly outstanding. The candidate demonstrates 

excellent judgement and a high degree of independent thinking. 

B – A very good performance. The candidate demonstrates sound judgement and a very 

good degree of independent thinking. 

C – A good performance in most areas. The candidate demonstrates a reasonable degree 

of judgement and independent thinking in the most important areas. 

D – A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate 

demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking. 

E – Grade “E” (Sufficient) is given for a performance that meets the minimum criteria, 

but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and 

independent thinking. 

F – (Fail) A performance that does not meet the minimum academic criteria. The 

candidate demonstrates an absence of both judgement and independent thinking. 

 


