
MES4230 

Topics in Persian Studies I 

Guidelines for Final Exam (Sensorveiledninger) 

The final exam consists of a ten to twelve page seminar paper on a topic of the student’s 

choosing and is due on Inspera at 11:00 am on Tuesday, May 14, 2019.  

The seminar paper should demonstrate the student’s sustained and in-depth consideration 

of a specific analytical question related to Persian analytical prose, the theme for MES 4230 

in Spring 2019. Students submit their topic proposals within the first half of the semester 

and a first draft of the seminar paper several weeks before the final version is due. The final 

version should therefore demonstrate careful revision and reflect the instructor’s feedback 

and (when appropriate) any constructive comments from peers on earlier drafts. 

 In addition to the points above, the seminar paper should meet the following requirements 

and will be graded accordingly: 

- The paper should have an appropriate title. 

- The paper must begin with an original and fruitful question for analysis. The question 

or questions do not need to be stated explicitly in the final draft but the paper should 

demonstrate that the author has asked the right kinds of analytical questions.  

- The paper must contain a clear, argumentative thesis statement.  

- The thesis should be supportable by evidence from primary Persian sources.  

- The paper should include specific evidence from the primary sources to support the 

thesis.  

- The paper should also refer to secondary sources in any appropriate research 

language to support its claims. 

- All citations from the Persian primary sources must be translated accurately to 

English. The paper may refer to published translations. In such cases the translations 

should be cited correctly.  

- The paper must include a bibliography. The bibliography should be limited to the 

sources to which the author has referred for the paper. The sources should 

demonstrate the author’s selective and careful research on the topic. 

- All references and quotations should be cited correctly. Citations should conform to 

the Chicago Manual of Style.  

- The analysis of the primary sources should be based on a variety of aspects of the 

texts in question. In other words, the paper should include some “close reading.” For 

example, students may wish to consider the tone, diction, style, lexicon, 

intertextuality, use of metaphor, structure, audience, ideological context, cultural 

milieu, and so on of a given source.  

- The essay should be written in the kind of standard, clearly stated English that one 

expects to encounter in a reputable publication like the New York Times. If grammar, 

spelling, or other editing errors distract from the essay’s arguments then the grade 

will be lowered as appropriate.  



- In the case of any non-English terms or names without a standard English spelling, 

the essay should make use of a consistent and appropriate transliteration system.  

Grading 

For the overall assessment, the grading should follow UiO’s general definitions, which 

can be found here: 

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grading-system/index.html 

 

A – An excellent performance, clearly outstanding. The candidate demonstrates 

excellent judgement and a high degree of independent thinking. 

B – A very good performance. The candidate demonstrates sound judgement and a very 

good degree of independent thinking. 

C – A good performance in most areas. The candidate demonstrates a reasonable degree 

of judgement and independent thinking in the most important areas. 

D – A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate 

demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking. 

E – Grade “E” (Sufficient) is given for a performance that meets the minimum criteria, 

but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and 

independent thinking. 

F – (Fail) A performance that does not meet the minimum academic criteria. The 

candidate demonstrates an absence of both judgement and independent thinking. 

 

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grading-system/index.html

