
Evaluation guidelines MES4500 Spring 2019 

The topic for this course is Islamist ideology. The main focus is on reading original source texts in 

translation, discussing their ideas, the movements they inspired and putting them into a political and 

historical context. The curriculum is here: 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ikos/MES4500/v19/pensumliste/index.html 

The focus is on the texts, not on organized activities or social movement theory-inspired issues. Over ten 

seminars, we treat the following issues and Islamist trends: 

1. The definition of Islamism, its nature as a modern movement, and the difference between 

Islamic institutions and beliefs and Islamism, which is a form of activism aiming to change 

society and often institute an Islamic state. We also spend some time discussing the resources 

that exist in the Islamic history and tradition for Islamist activists to build on and appropriate, 

using Nazih Ayyubi’s book Political Islam. 

2. The forerunners to Islamist ideology in the reform movement around the turn of the 19th and 

20th centuries, reading texts by Abduh and Rashid Rida.  

3. The Muslim Brothers, reading Hasan al-Banna’s open letter to King Faruq (Towards the light) 

4. Salafism, reading a treatise by al-Albani on the dangers of takfir, as well as some fatawa by him. 

The focus in this seminar is on untangling the conceptual knot of Salafism, building on Henri 

Lauzière’s research. 

5. Sayyid Qutb, reading Milestones. 

6. Khomeini, reading substantial parts of Islamic Government 

7. Yusuf al-Qaradawi and centrist Islamism (wasatiyya), reading substantial parts of The Islamic 

Awakening between Rejection and Extremism 

8. Jihadism, reading bin Ladin’s Declaration of War on America and the first issue of IS’s magazine 

Dabiq 

9. We summed up by looking at critical approaches to the study of Islamism: first, Aziz al-Azmeh’s 

criticism of Islamism and European right-wing populism, and then by comparing Islamism to 

Western critiques of modern rationalism, using Roxanne Euben’s book Enemy in the Mirror. The 

point here was to show that Islamism is not as sui generis or alien as it is sometimes presented 

in Western scholarship. 

Each student presents a text and ideologue in class, drawing on the curriculum and other sources that 

s/he finds.  

The term paper must treat a different topic from what the student presented on, or at least build 

substantially further on it. They have been given very free reins, because one of the aims of the term 

paper is to train them in identifying an interesting topic, formulate a good question and find sources all 

by themselves. They are to define approximately 150 pages of curriculum by themselves related to the 

topic and question of their choice. I have told them that they can expand on topics covered during 

seminars, but they are also free to explore different topics within Islamism – either writers we have not 

covered, or the ideologies of whole movements (e.g. Hamas’s charter and the like). The only 

requirement is that the topic is clearly related to Islamism as a modern phenomenon, and that it focuses 

on the Middle East and North Africa. Consequently, part of the evaluation is to assess how creative and 

original the student is in choosing a topic and discussing it. 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ikos/MES4500/v19/pensumliste/index.html

