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• The subject of the term paper must be related to the course and approved by the teacher. 

• The research question (problemstilling) has to be formulated clearly and explicitly, and be 

manageable within the constraints of a term paper. Sources chosen must be adequate to the 

research question. 

• Students must demonstrate their ability critically to engage with and contrastively analyse the 

primary and secondary sources that the paper is based on. 

• Approximately 20% of the sources used should be in Arabic, Persian, or Turkish. 

 

Formal aspects: 

• The term paper shall consist of 8-10 pages of main text, each page comprising up to c. 2,300 

characters including spaces (max. 23,000 characters in total, excluding footnotes and list of 

references). 

• The term paper is to be submitted in Inspera within the given deadline. 

• The paper must be written in English, Norwegian, Danish, or Swedish, in a well-organised academic 

style. It has to be copy-edited (incl. language check) before submission. Students have been advised 

to have a friend/outsider read their texts before submission and to critically re-read their texts 

before submitting them 

• Arabic titles or other short passages must be given in scientific transliteration within the running 

text and the bibliography. 

 

In Spring 2019, the topic of "MES4560" was “Islam before Europe: Islamic reform movements of the 

18th century”. The course focused on a critical analysis of Ahmad Dallal’s book “Islam without 

Europe. Traditions of Reform in Eighteenth-Century Islamic Thought”, read in comparison to what 

Dallal calls “revisionist” scholarship on 18th-century Islamic reform movements, in particular 

regarding Dallal’s exclusion of Muḥammad b. ʿAbd al-Wahhāb and Aḥmad b. Idrīs from the circle of 

18th-c. reformers (works by Schulze, Radtke, Hofheinz, DeLong-Bas). 

Against this background, the only student who took this class was given the choice of two research 

questions: “Was Ibn ʿAbd al-Wahhāb (resp.: Ibn Idrīs) a reformer or not? Critically evaluation Ahmad 

Dallal’s writings on this question in the light of relevant primary and secondary literature” 

 

It is thus central to the assessment of the term paper to what extent it achieves a critical evaluation 

of the various positions in the light of clearly explained criteria. 


