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MUSKUL 4100 Critical Cultural Heritage Studies 

Sensorveiledning 

The essay is an opportunity to deepen critical awareness and practise closer analysis of a key 

issue within the overall course. Students may choose any one of the essays listed below and are 

at liberty to exemplify the selected topic in relation to cases of their choosing, subject to 

discussion with the course leader. Every student should have an individual tutorial about the 

essay in order to discuss content and argument. The tutorials are timetabled into the course.  

Students should seek to organise their essays with a view to feasibility; although the essays may 

seem broad in scope, I recommend that the topics can be narrowed down through reference to 

a small number of examples and key issues. Essays 6 and 7 allow students to make use of the in-

class non-assessed tasks (conducting an interview and developing interpretation for a memorial 

site) if desired. 

1. Is everything heritage? 

2. Provide a critique of EITHER the World Heritage Convention of 1972 OR the Convention 

for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 2003, making detailed reference to 

historical, political and philosophical issues. 

3. Choosing one site on the Word Heritage List, discuss its history, politics and value as 

heritage. 

4. Do you agree that our time is ‘saturated with memory’ (Huyssen 1997; 2003)? Use 

examples to support your argument. 

5. Visit and critique a heritage site of your choice, with special attention to marketing, 

access and interpretation. 

6. Visit a site of memory, explain its significance and the politics of commemoration (or non-

commemoration) that surround it today   

7. Explore the links between heritage, memory and identity, with reference to an example 

of your choice. 

8. What is the significance of the internet for heritage and memory? Use examples. 

9. Discuss the politics of food as heritage in relation to specific examples. 

10. Is there such a thing as ‘European heritage’? Discuss with reference to policy, literature 

and specific examples of heritage practice. 

11. Discuss the relationship between heritage and emotion, with reference to an example of 

your choice. 

12. What are the visual politics of photographs of heritage?  
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Descriptors for marking 

 Evidence of having engaged with a range of materials relevant to the course; depth of 

engagement 

 Understanding of relevant key concepts and issues in Critical Heritage and Memory 

Studies 

 Critical analysis and independence of thought 

 Marshaling ideas, linkages, use of argument 

 Use of evidence and understanding of limitations thereof 

 Accuracy of information 

 Communication skills* 

 Overall coherence, structure and presentation 

 Referencing and presentation of sources 

 

*NB English grammar mistakes are not penalized.  


