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The exam consisted of the three sections described below. Each section received a letter 

grade. The final grade was the average from the three individual section grades. A passing 

grade was required on each of the three sections in order to pass the exam. No one received 

a failing grade.  

Section 1. Reading. 

The instructions for this section were as follows: 

I. Reading/Lesing. Complete the words in the text. Half of each incomplete word is provided. 

/Fullfør ordene i teksten. Halvparten av hvert ufullstendig ord er gitt. 

This was the most “objective” section of the exam. Candidates were given a text on a 

familiar topic from one of the lessons in Perisan Learner and were required to finish the 

incomplete words correctly. No partial credit was given. Either words were completely 

correct (sometimes more than one word may have been correct) or they were not. There 

were 102 incomplete words in the text. The grading was as follows: 

A = 92-102 correct answers 

B = 82-91 correct answers 

C= 70-81 correct answers 

D= 60-69 correct answers 

E=50-59 correct answers 

F= fewer than 50 correct answers  

Section 2. Grammar analysis.  

The instructions for this section were as follows: 

II. Grammar analysis/Grammatikkanalyse. Answer the questions about the two texts. Write 

your answers in English, Norwegian, Swedish, or Danish. Do not answer in Persian./ Svar på 

spørsmålene om tekstene. Skriv svarene dine på engelsk, norsk, svensk eller dansk. Ikke svar 

på persisk. 

This section tested candidates’ ability to convey knowledge about Persian in one of the 

languages of study at UiO. They were given two texts. The first was a recipe from Najaf 

Daryabandari’s âshpazi az sir tâ piyâz. The second was a section from the Masnavi, a poem 

that had been studied in class.  

There were eight questions total, three on the recipe and five on the poem. Answers were 

graded in terms of whether or not they conveyed the correct information and then how 

thoroughly they explained that information.  

The letter grades were determined as follows 

A – eight correct answers 
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B – seven correct answers 

C – five to six correct answers 

D – four correct answers 

E – three 

F – two or fewer correct answers 

Section 3. Writing.  

The instructions for the writing section were as follows: 

III. Writing/Skriving. Write an essay in response to the prompt. Write at least 200 words.  

Skriv et essay som svar på spørsmålet. Skriv minst 200 ord.  

The prompt asked the following (in Persian) 

Review and analyze the film “Marriage, Iranian Style.” In your opinion, is this film 

appropriate and useful for a student of Persian language? Why? Write both the positive and 

negative features of the film.  

 Responses were graded in two, independent categories. The first was the accuracy and 

fluency of the Persian. The second was the depth and persuasiveness of the analysis. The 

letter grade for the section reflected both of those categories and followed the same 

standards as outlined by the University of Oslo. 

A – Excellent 

B – Very good 

C – Good 

D – Satisfactory 

E – Sufficient 

F – Fail 

In other words, a candidate had to demonstrate both excellent command of written Persian 

and excellent analysis of the film in order to receive an A on this section. In the case of a 

discrepancy of the two, for example excellent analysis but only good command of the 

language (as expected of a third semester Persian student) then an average of the two was 

given, in this hypothetical case a B.   

 

 


