LING4140 Språkviteskapelig metode/ Research methods for language science

Course description:
This course provides an introduction to research design, with a focus on the range of methods that are currently used to investigate language. The course follows the interconnected steps of designing, conducting, and disseminating research and illustrates how linguistic phenomenon can be investigated through a range of different approaches. A variety of methodologies for data collection and analysis are exemplified, and the strengths and limitations of each option are discussed. Students engage in research design, data analysis, writing, and critique, with a focus on the area that they plan to research.  

Learning outcomes:
Upon completion of the course students will:
· Have knowledge about the research design process with a focus on language research, including consideration of research paradigm, data collection, analysis, and ethics.
· Be able to formulate research questions related to language research, and consider the methodological options available to answer those questions.
· Be familiar with a range of data collection and analysis methodologies that are currently used in linguistic research.
· Critically evaluate and compare research designs and methodological choices.
· Be able to access the resources available to support research at UiO/ ILN, including the library, Text Laboratory, Socio-Cognitive Laboratory, and data collection, storage, and analysis technologies.
· Be aware of strategies for writing and disseminating research results for scholarly and popular audiences.   


Schedule/ Timeplan Autumn 2022:
Lectures Wednesday 12 :15-14 :00
Tutorials Tuesdays 14 :15-16 :00
	Date/ Dato
	Topic/ Emne
	Lecturer/ Foreleser
	Readings/ Pensum

	1 (24 August)
	Research design I 
	Haley
	Creswell chs 1-2

	2 (31 Aug)
	Research design II 
	Luca
	Creswell pp. 49-60; pp. 136-140; Ch. 8 


	3 (7 Sept)
	Research design III
	Alex O. & Haley

	 Creswell pp. 61-65; 133-136; Chapter 9

	4 (14 Sept)
	Research ethics
	Alex O.
	 P& S Ch 2, Creswell Ch4 (pp 87-91)
Paris 2011
Ngo, Bigelow & Li 2014

	 T1 (Tues 27th Sept)
	Tutorial 1 : Visit to Socio-Cognitive Lab


	Franziska
	Overview and hands-on activities

	5 (21 Sept)
	Experiments I: Language processing 

	Luca
	P&S Ch. 8: Experimental paradigms in psycholinguistics 
Pons et al (2015)
Jankowiak, (2021)

	6 (28 Sept)
	Experiments II: Comprehension, production and acquisition
	Guro
	Judgement data P&S Ch 3
Experimental research design P&S Ch 7
Schmitt & Miller 2010
Schwarz 2016

	7 (5 Oct)
	Experiments III: Language and cognition 
	Sverre
	Boroditsky et al. (2003)
Phillips & Boroditsky (2003)
Mickan et al (2014)

	8 (12 Oct)
	Language elicitation, documentation and description
	Åshild 
	 P&S Chs 4, 12
Franijeh (2016)


	9 (19 Oct)
	Corpora and language change 
	Dag (virtual + tekstlab colleagues TBD)
	P&S Ch 13: Creating & using corpora 
Johannessen et al (2014)
Opsahl (2021)

	10 (26 Oct)
	Ethnography of communication and linguistic anthropology
	Frances K.D.
	 Levon 2013 (P & S chapter 10); Kvietok Dueñas (2021)

	 T2 (1 Nov)
	Tutorial 2: Presentations part I (Qual assignment part I)

	Luca 
	1st group of those who choose more quantitative approaches

	11 (2 Nov)
	Questionnaires, interviews, and citizen science
	Bente Ailin 
	 P&S Ch 6; Svendsen (2018)

	 T3 (8 Nov)
	Tutorial 3: Presentations part II (Qual assignment part I)

	?/ Haley
	2nd group of those who choose more qualitative approaches

	12 (9 Nov)
	Researching multimodal & digital communication
	Jannis A. 
	Androutsopoulos (2018); Lexander & Androutsopoulos (2021)

	13 (16 Nov)
	Quantitative data analysis approaches
(Qual assignment part III due)
	Timo
	(no readings)

	14 (23 Nov)
	Qualitative data analysis approaches
(Qual assignment part III due)
	Alex & Gavin 
	P&S Ch 21; 
Bazeley (2013) (pp. 125-156)
Merriam & Tisdell (2016) (pp. 195-236)
Spradley (1979) (pp. 107-119)

	15 (30 Nov)
	Science communication 

	Timo
	Creswell Chs. 4 pp 75-86; Chs. 5-6

	5-7 Dec
	Take home exam
	 
	 


  
Tutorials/ Gruppeundervisning
Tutorial 1: Visit to the Socio-Cognitive Laboratory
Tutorial 2: Presenting a critical analysis of an assigned article
Tutorial 3: Presenting a critical analysis of an assigned article
 
Evaluation/ Vurdering
1. Qualifying assignment
Part 1: Presenting a critical analysis of an assigned article in a seminar.
Students are placed in groups in relation to general research interests and assigned an article, or propose their own article. Students are encouraged to propose their own article, but this must be approved by the teacher.  
Each group will give a 15 minute presentation in Norwegian or English of a specified article, which may be followed by or include an additional 5 minutes of discussion (20 minutes total). You may use a powerpoint or a hand out/ støtteark. The presentation should include:
1.      The research focus and research questions
2.      Key relevant concepts employed in the study.
3.      Overview of the methods used, data collected, and analysis procedures
4.  	Overview of the results
5.      Discussion of the significance of the results
6.      Your own critical evaluation of the article, including the questions asked, methods used, and results
Part 2: Submitting a plan for the final essay.
Students must submit a 2-3 page outline of their final essay, including a) the research topic; b) why this topic is compelling as a focus of research; c) at least 2 methodological approaches that they could use to explore the topic; and d) the advantages and limitations of each method. They choose the topic and approaches themselves. The plan should also include a minimum of 5 references (may include texts from the course reading list).
Part 3: Commenting on a peer’s final essay plan.
Students will be assigned a peer to exchange plans with and will provide constructive, written feedback on each others’ plans.
Issues that students should comment on include:
a)      Is the proposed research topic clear?
b)     Are the two possible methodological approaches relevant for this topic?
c)      Are the references appropropriate?
 
2. Final take-home exam:
Students have 3 days to write an essay in response to the following prompt:
Present a possible research topic in language studies and compare and contrast 2 possible research methodologies that could be used to explore this subject. Your essay should include I) a concise presentation of the research topic and why you consider this topic to be worthy of investigation; and II) a critical discussion of at least 2 methodological approaches that could be used to explore the topic, including the advantages and limitations of each method.
This is meant to be a more developed version of the essay that they have sketched out earlier in the semester. The essay must take into account the feedback they have received and include at least 10 references. References must be in a uniform bibliographic style (e.g. the Unified Style Sheet for Linguists, APA or Chicago style).
 
Required reading/ Pensum
Books

Creswell, J. W. & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods approaches (5th Edition). Sage.

Podesva, R. J. & Sharma, D. (Eds). (2013). Research methods in linguistics. Cambridge University Press.

Articles

Ngo, Bic, Martha Bigelow, and Stacey J. Lee. 2014. “Introduction to the Special Issue: What Does It Mean to Do Ethical and Engaged Research With Immigrant Communities?” Diaspora, Indigenous and Minority Education 8(1):1–6. doi: 10.1080/15595692.2013.803469.

Paris, Django. 2011. “‘A Friend Who Understand Fully’: Notes on Humanizing Research in a Multiethnic Youth Community.” International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 24(2):137–49. doi: 10.1080/09518398.2010.495091.

Boroditsky, Lera, Lauren A. Schmidt and Webb Phillips. 2003. “Sex, Syntax, and Semantics.” Pp. 61–79 in Language in Mind: Advances in the Study of Language and Thought. Cambridge: MIT Press.

Jankowiak, Katarzyna. 2021. “Current Trends in Electrophysiological Research on Bilingual Language Processing.” Language and Linguistics Compass 15(8). doi: 10.1111/lnc3.12436.

Mickan, Anne, Maren Schiefke, and Anatol Stefanowitsch. 2014. “Key Is a Llave Is a Schlüssel: A Failure to Replicate an Experiment from Boroditsky et Al. 2003.” Yearbook of the German Cognitive Linguistics Association 2(1):39–50. doi: 10.1515/gcla-2014-0004.

Schwarz, Florian. 2016. “Experimental Work in Presupposition and Presupposition Projection.” Annual Review of Linguistics 2(1):273–92. doi: 10.1146/annurev-linguistics-011415-040809.

Pons, Ferran, Laura Bosch, and David J. Lewkowicz. 2015. “Bilingualism Modulates Infants’ Selective Attention to the Mouth of a Talking Face.” Psychological Science 26(4):490–98. doi: 10.1177/0956797614568320.

Johannessen, Janne Bondi, Øystein Alexander Vangsnes, Joel Priestley, and Kristin Hagen. 2014. “A Multilingual Speech-Corpus of North-Germanic Languages.” Pp. 69–83 in Spoken Corpora and Linguistic Studies.

Opsahl, Toril. 2021. “Dead, but Won’t Lie Down? Grammatical Gender Among Norwegians.” Journal of Germanic Linguistics 33(1):122–46. doi: 10.1017/S1470542720000070.

Franjieh, Michael. 2016. “Indirect Possessive Hosts in North Ambrym: Evidence for Gender.” Oceanic Linguistics 55(1):87–115. doi: 10.1353/ol.2016.0011.

Duenas, Frances Kvietok. 2021. “‘Llegando a Secundaria Les Ha Dado Amnesia…ya No Quieren Hablar’: Indigenous Speakerhood Socialization and the Creation of Language Deniers in Quechua Education.” Linguistics and Education 61. doi: 10.1016/j.linged.2020.100888.

Svendsen, Bente Ailin. 2018. “The Dynamics of Citizen Sociolinguistics.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 22(2):137–60. doi: 10.1111/josl.12276.

Lexander, Kristin Vold, and Jannis Androutsopoulos. 2021. “Working with Mediagrams: a Methodology for Collaborative Research on Mediational Repertoires in Multilingual Families.” Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development 42(1):1–18. doi: 10.1080/01434632.2019.1667363.

Compendium

Cristina Schmitt and Karen Miller. 2010. “Using Comprehension Methods in Language Acquisition Research.” Pp. 35–56 in Experimental methods in language acquisition research. Vol. vol. 27, edited by Elma Blom and Sharon Unsworth and Elma Blom. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Phillips, Webb and Lera Boroditsky. 2003. “Can Quirks of Grammar Affect the Way You Think? Grammatical Gender and Object Concepts.” Pp. 928–33 in Proceedings of the 25th Annual Cognitive Science Society: Part 1 and 2, edited by Richard Alterman and David Kirsch. Taylor and Francis.

Androutsopoulos, Jannis. 2018. “Online Data Collection.” Pp. 233–51 in Data collection in sociolinguistics : methods and applications, edited by Christine Mallinson (redaktør). New York, NY: Routledge.

Tisdell, Elizabeth. 2016. “Qualitative Data Analysis.” Pp. 195–236 in Qualitative research : a guide to design and implementation. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, a Wiley Brand.

Spradely, James P. 1979. “Making a Domain Analysis.” Pp. 107–19 in The ethnographic interview. New York: Holt Rinehart & Winston.

Bazeley, Patricia. 2013. “Codes and Coding: Principles and Practice.” Pp. 125–56 in Qualitative data analysis : practical strategies. London: Sage.


