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You are allowed to use an English-English dictionary.
All questions must be answered in English.
All answers must be written on copy-sheets.
Answer ALL  questions in Part I, and ONE question from Part II

PART  I   (50 %)

1.
‘The Nun’s Priest’s Tale’, lines 2918-2938

How dorste ye seyn, for shame, unto youre love     2918

That any thyng myghte make yow aferd?      2919

Have ye no mannes herte, and han a berd?      2920

Allas! And konne ye been agast of swevenys?      2921

Nothyng, God woot, but vanitee in sweven is.      2922

Swevenes engendren of replecciouns,      2923

And ofte of fume and of complecciouns,      2924

Whan humours been to habundant in a wight.      2925

Certes this dreem, which ye han met to-nyght,      2926

Cometh of the greete superfluytee      2927

Of youre rede colera, pardee,      2928

Which causeth folk to dreden in hir dremes      2929

Of arwes, and of fyr with rede lemes,      2930

Of rede beestes, that they wol hem byte,      2931

Of contek, and of whelpes, grete and lyte;      2932

Right as the humour of malencolie      2933

Causeth ful many a man in sleep to crie      2934

For feere of blake beres, or boles blake,      2935

Or elles blake develes wole hem take.      2936

Of othere humours koude I telle also      2937

That werken many a man sleep ful wo;     2938 

a)
Translate this passage into idiomatic present-day English. If you prefer, you may first provide a literal translation.

b) Transcribe lines 2929-2938 phonemically in such a way as to indicate Chaucer’s probable pronunciation.

PART  II   (50 %)

2.
Explain the relationship between Chaucer’s diphthongs and those of present-day 
English. 
You should include examples for illustration.

OR 

3.
Give an account of the morphology of adjectives in Chaucerian English. You should 
include examples for illustration.

OR
4.
Muriel Bowden said that ‘even though Chaucer does censure Madame Eglantine for her 
vanities and for her disregard of the bishop’s injunctions, the blame is extremely mild. 
The poem makes the lady charming, but sometimes her graceful femininity is too strong 
for the strictly religious’. Discuss this view, giving your own reasons for agreeing or 
disagreeing. (Text provided: lines 118-161 from ‘The General Prologue’ to the 
Canterbury Tales).
OR

5.
A study guide on Chaucer for young readers contains the question: ‘Is ”The Miller’s 
Tale” an immoral tale?’. Give your own answer, and your reasons for concluding as 
you do.

Explanation: For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one week after the exam results have been published in StudentWeb. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give a written explanation or give an oral explanation to you in person.

