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Instructions

ENG2156	-	History	of	the	English	Language
4	hours	written	exam
	
Answer	BOTH	Part	I	and	Part	II.
	
Answer	any	ONE	of	the	questions	in	Part	I,	and	any	ONE	of	the	questions	in	Part	II.	Part	I	weights	60%	of	the
candidate’s	mark	and	Part	II	weights	40%	of	the	candidate’s	mark.	Candidates	must	receive	a	pass	mark	on
both	parts.	Candidates	are	reminded	that	in	linguistic	commentary	they	are	expected	to	use	the	standard
conventions,	including	phonetic	symbols	where	appropriate;	should	a	symbol	not	be	available	in	the	editor,
you	may	use	alternatives	such	as	‘long	i’	or	‘thorn’.	You	may	also	copy/paste	symbols	using	the	external	editor
found	at	http://ipa.typeit.org/full/.	(see	instruction	handout).
	
Candidates	may	use	a	monolingual	English-English	dictionary.	
	
It	is	recommended	that	you	divide	your	time	equally	between	Parts	I	and	II.
	
Appendix:	8	pages
	
The	appendix	contains	four	texts	extracted	from	the	course	compendium.	If	you	wish,	you	may	draw	on	these
texts	for	examples	to	illustrate	your	points.
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1 Part	1	(60%)

1.	Einar	Haugen	(1966)	isolates	as	crucial	aspects	of	standardisation:	(1)	selection	of	norm;	(2)	codification	of
form;	(3)	elaboration	of	function;	and	(4)	acceptance	by	the	community.	Write	an	essay	discussing	TWO	of
these	aspects	in	relation	to	the	history	of	the	English	language.
	

OR
	
2.	Contact	with	Scandinavian	and	French	have	had	a	considerable	impact	on	the	historical	development	of
English.	Pick	either	Scandinavian	or	French,	and	write	an	essay	discussing	its	impact	in	relation	to	at	least
THREE	aspects	of	language,	such	as	phonology,	morphology,	lexis,	orthography,	or	onomastics	(i.e.	place-
names).	Your	essay	must	include	examples.
	

OR
	
3.	The	traditional	definition	of	the	Great	Vowel	Shift	is	one	describing	a	series	of	changes	in	the	pronunciation
of	long	vowels.	Write	an	essay	accounting	for	these	changes.	Provide	examples	to	illustrate	your	points.	You
may,	if	you	wish,	touch	on	problems	in	the	delimitation	of	what	phonetic	changes	constitute	the	Great	Vowel
Shift.
	

OR
	
4.	Old	English	and	Present-day	English	differ	in	how	they	express	modality	within	the	verb	phrase.	Write	an
essay	explaining	the	differences,	and	give	an	account	of	how	it	came	to	be	that	Present-day	English	has	modal
verbs.
	
Skriv	ditt	svar	her...
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2 Part	II	(40%)

a.	Explain	the	term	‘paradigmatic	levelling’	and	why	it	is	an	important	term	in	relation	to	the	history	of	the
English	language.	Your	answer	must	include	examples.
	

OR
	
b.	Choose	TWO	of	the	terms	‘i-mutation’,	‘verb-second’,	‘Grimm’s	Law/Verner’s	Law’,	‘of-genitive’,	and
‘rhoticity’.	For	each	of	the	two	terms	you	have	chosen,	explain	why	it	is	an	important	term	in	relation	to	the
history	of	the	English	language.	Provide	examples	to	illustrate	your	points.
	
Skriv	ditt	svar	her...
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