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Information

WRITTEN	EXAM
2019/SPRING
2	parts
	
ENG2156	History	of	the	English	Language
	
4	hours																																																																																																																			13	May	2019
	
	
This	exam	consists	of	two	parts.
Answer	ONE	question	from	Part	1	and	ONE	question	from	Part	2.
	
All	answers	must	be	written	in	English.	Candidates	are	reminded	that	in	linguistic	commentary	they	are
expected	to	use	the	standard	conventions	where	appropriate.
	
For	Old	English	'thorn',	write	T	(capital	't');	for	Old	English	'edh',	write	D	(capital	'd');	for	Old	English	'yogh',	write
G	(capital	'g').	For	long	vowels,	use	the	acute	accent	(AltGr+\).
	
Candidates	must	receive	pass	marks	on	both	parts.	Candidates	may	use	1	monolingual	English-English
dictionary.
	
What	you	write	will	be	stored	automatically	every	15	seconds.
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1 Part	I

Part	I	(60%)
Write	at	least	500	words.

	

1.	 Write	an	essay	on	syntactic	changes	in	the	history	of	English,	including	possible	causes	for	these	changes.	Your	essay
should	focus	on	the	change	from	a	relatively	free	to	a	fixed	word	order,	and	on	the	change	from	V2	to	SV.

	
OR

	

2.	 Give	an	account	of	different	 types	of	semantic	change	 in	 the	history	of	English,	giving	examples	 to	 illustrate	your
account.	You	may	 find	examples	 in	 the	 syllabus	 texts	 (provided	on	 request);	you	may	also	consider	 the	 following
words:	knight,	knave,	deer,	tail,	appalled.

	
OR

	

3.	 To	what	extent,	and	how,	has	contact	with	Old	Norse	affected	English?	Your	essay	must	consider	at	least	THREE	of
the	following	aspects:	phonology,	morphology,	morpho-syntax,	semantics,	vocabulary,	place-names.	You	must	also
make	explicit	reference	to	examples	found	in	the	syllabus	texts	(provided	as	an	attachment).

	
Fill	in	your	answer	here

	
Words:	0

Maximum	marks:	0
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2 Part	II

Part	II	(40%)
Write	at	least	350	words.

	
	

1.	 Give	an	account	of	the	rise	of	Standard	(written)	English	in	the	fifteenth	century.

	
OR

	

2.	 Describe	TWO	phonological	changes	 in	 the	history	of	English;	 then	consider	 their	 relevance	 in	contributing	 to	 the
Present-Day	English	phonological	system.

	
OR

3.	 Write	an	essay	answering	the	following	questions.	How	has	the	system	of	personal	pronouns	changed	in	the	history
of	English,	and	in	what	ways	has	it	stayed	the	same?	To	what	extent	are	these	developments	predictable,	given	(a)	the
function	of	pronouns,	and	(b)	general	tendencies	in	the	development	of	case	in	English?

	
Fill	in	your	answer	here

	

	

Words:	0

Maximum	marks:	0
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