UNIVERSITETET 
I OSLO

[image: image1.png]


 Institutt for litteratur, områdestudier og europeiske språk
SKOLEEKSAMEN

2016/SPRING
2 pages + 15 pages attachement
ENG2156 History of the English Language

4 hours








Friday 27 May 2016
All answers must be written on copy-sheets.
Candidates may use 1 monolingual English-English dictionary.

Answer ONE question from Part I and ONE question from Part II. Candidates are reminded that in linguistic commentary they are expected to use the standard conventions where appropriate. Candidates must receive pass marks on both parts.

Part I (60%)

1. Give an account of the development of verbal morphology in the history of the English language. Your account should include the categories of tense, mood/modality and aspect, as well as the various classes of verbs.
OR

2. Define the terms ‘analogy’, ‘paradigmatic levelling’ and ‘case syncretism’. Then discuss how they may serve to describe and possibly explain processes of change in the history of English. Your discussion should include an outline of attempts which have been made to explain linguistic change (e.g. generativist, typological, functional, ‘natural’).
OR

3. To what extent, and how, has contact with Old Norse affected English? Your essay should include at least THREE of the following aspects: phonology, morphology, lexicon, semantics, and place-names. You must also make explicit reference to examples in the syllabus texts (provided on request). 
Part II (40%)

4. Give an account of changes in the pronunciation of vowels in (late) Middle English and early Modern English. Illustrate with examples, indicating the vowel pronunciations both before and after the changes had taken place.
OR

5. The three early Modern English texts on the syllabus (i.e. those of Ascham, Wilson and Greene) are clearly very different in vocabulary, syntax and general style. Give an account of these differences, and relate them to the ‘inkhorn’ debate of the early Modern English period. (Texts provided on request.)
The marks will be published in StudentWeb within 3 weeks. 
For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course no later than one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to supply your name and candidate number. The examiner will then decide whether to give you a written or an oral explanation.
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