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ENG 2301 The English Renaissance—Text and Contexts 

Texts provided.
Answer ONE question. 
EITHER

1
 The October eclogue in Edmund Spenser’s The Shepheardes Calender is concerned with several interconnected themes: the condition of poetry and the status of the poet in Elizabethan culture, the material needs of poets, and the nature of poetic inspiration. Give an analysis of the poem, drawing frequent illustrations from the text. (Text 1)
OR
2 
Write an essay on the following scene from John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi. Locate the scene in its dramatic context and discuss key themes, use of language and aspects of characterization in relation to the play as a whole. (Text 2)
OR
3
Give an interpretation of the proem to Milton’s Paradise Lost IX (lines 1—47). 
(Text 3) 
