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ENG2301 – English Renaissance Literature
4 hours							                            9 December 
In addition to one English-English dictionary (NOT “thesaurus”), candidates are allowed to bring one sheet (A4) of notes (either handwritten or print-out from computer file, with text on both sides of the paper).
The question must be answered in English.
The answer must be written on copy-sheets.


Write an essay on ONE of the following topics:


1. “Spenser’s sonnet 64 ‘Comming to kisse her lyps’ is one of the most sensual texts in English Renaissance literature.” Discuss whether and in what ways this may be true  with close reference to the text at hand. (Text provided below)

OR

2. Discuss the twin motif in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. How and in what sense(s) is             the twin motif important? Consider both theme and plot, avoiding mere plot summary.

OR

3. Give an interpretation of Margaret Cavendish, “The Poetess’s Hasty Resolution.”               What do you think might be the purpose of this poem? (Text provided below)







The marks will be published approximately 3 weeks after the exam date in Studentweb. You will receive an e-mail when the results are ready.

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.

TEXT for ESSAY TOPIC 1: 

Edmund Spenser, Sonnet 64 from the Amoretti 
 

1  Comming to kisse her lyps, such grace I found 
2     Me seemd I smelt a gardin of sweet flowres
3     That dainty odours from them threw around, 
4     For damzels fit to decke their lovers bowres. 
5  Her lips did smell lyke unto Gillyflowers*, 			[* Carnations]
6     Her ruddy cheeks lyke unto Roses red; 
7     Her snowy browes lyke budded Bellamoures*,  		[*White flowers] 
8     Her lovely eyes lyke Pincks but newly spred, 
9  Her goodly bosome lyke a Strawberry bed, 
10     Her neck lyke to a bounch of Cullambynes; 
11     Her brest lyke lillyes, ere theyr leaves be shed, 
12     Her nipples lyke yong blossomd Jessemynes*.  		 [*Jasmines]
13  Such fragrant flowres doe give most odorous smell, 
14     But her sweet odour did them all excell.



TEXT for ESSAY TOPIC 3: 

Margaret Cavendish, “The Poetess’s Hasty Resolution” from Poems and Fancies 


1  Reading my verses, I liked them so well, 
2  Self-love did make my judgment to rebel. 
3  Thinking them so good, I thought more to write; 
4  Considering not how others would them like. 
5  I writ so fast, I thought, if I lived long,  
6  A pyramid of fame to build thereon. 				
7  Reason observing which way I was bent, 
8  Did stay my hand, and asked me what I meant; 
9  Will you, said she, thus waste your time in vain, 
10  On that which in the world small praise shall gain? 
11  For shame, leave off, said she, the printer spare, 
12  He’ll lose by your ill poetry, I fear.
13  Besides the world hath already such a weight 
14  Of useless books, as it is overfraught*.	         [*Like a ship with too heavy a cargo, in danger of sinking]  
15  Then pity take, do the world a good turn, 
16  And all you write cast into the fire, and burn. 
17  Angry I was, and Reason struck away, 
18  When I did hear, what she to me did say. 
19  Then all in haste I to the press* it sent, 			[*The printing house]
20  Fearing persuasion might my book prevent. 
21  But now ’tis done, with grief repent do I, 
22  Hang down my head with shame, blush, sigh, and cry . 
23  Take pity, and my drooping spirits raise, 
24  Wipe off my tears with handkerchiefs of praise .
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