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In addition to one English-English dictionary, candidates are allowed to bring one sheet (A4) of notes (handwritten or print-out from computer file on both sides of the paper).
Questions must be answered in English.
Answers must be written on copy-sheets.
Write an essay on ONE of the following topics:

1. Discuss the rhetoric of Katherine Philips’s poem, “Upon the Double Murder of King Charles” (text provided below).

OR

2. Give an interpretation of Philip Sidney’s sonnet number 15 from Astrophil and Stella, “You that do search for every purling spring” (text provided below). What do you think this sonnet is about?
OR
3. “Renaissance writers seem obsessed with the erotic.” Discuss whether or in what ways this may be so with reference to at least THREE of the syllabus texts. 

The marks will be published approximately 3 weeks after the exam date in Studentweb. You will receive an e-mail when the results are ready.

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and candidate number. The examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.
TEXT 1: Katherine Philips, “Upon the Double Murder of King Charles. In Answer to a Libelous Rhyme made by Vavasor Powell.” 


  1   I think not on the state, nor am concerned 
  2   Which way soever that great helm
 is turned,
  3   But as that son whose father's danger nigh 
  4   Did force his native dumbness, and untie 
  5   His fettered organs: so here is a cause 
  6   That will excuse the breach of nature's laws
. 
  7   Silence were now a sin: nay passion now 
  8   Wise men themselves for merit would allow
. 
  9   What noble eye could see (and careless pass) 
10   The dying lion kicked by every ass? 
11   Has Charles so broke God's laws, he must not have 
12   A quiet crown, nor yet a quiet grave? 
13   Tombs have been sanctuaries; thieves lie here 
14   Secure from all their penalty and fear. 
15   Great Charles his double misery was this, 
16   Unfaithful friends, ignoble enemies; 
17   Had any heathen been this prince's foe, 
18   He would have wept to see him injured so. 
19   His title was his crime, they'd reason good 
20   To quarrel at the right they had withstood. 
21   He broke God's laws, and therefore he must die, 
22   And what shall then become of thee and I? 
23   Slander must follow treason; but yet stay, 
24   Take not our reason with our king away. 
25   Though you have seized upon all our defense, 
26   Yet do not sequester
 our common sense. 
27   But I admire
 not at this new supply:

28   No bounds will hold those who at scepters fly.

29   Christ will be King, but I ne'er understood, 
30   His subjects built his kingdom up with blood 
31   (Except their own) or that he would dispense 
32   With his commands, though for his own defense. 
33   Oh! to what height of horror are they come 
34   Who dare pull down a crown, tear up a tomb!

TEXT 2: Philip Sidney, sonnet 15 from Astrophil and Stella 
 1
You that do search for every purling
 spring 
 2
     Which from the ribs of old Parnassus flows, 
 3
     And every flower, not sweet perhaps, which grows 
 4
Near thereabout, into your poesy wring; 
 5
You that do dictionary's method bring 
 6
     Into your rhymes, running in rattling rows; 
 7
     You that poor Petrarch's long-deceasèd woes 
 8
With new-born sighs and denizened wit do sing; 
 9 
     You take wrong ways, those far-fet
 helps be such, 
10
     As do bewray a want of inward touch, 
11
And sure at length stolen goods do come to light. 
12 
     But if (both for your love and skill) your name 
13
     You seek to nurse at fullest breasts of Fame, 
14
Stella behold, and then begin to endite
.

� Steering wheel for the «ships» of state.


� Breaking the supposed law of nature that excludes women from speaking about public affairs.


� Wise men, especially Stoic philosophers, normally counsel the firm control or elimination of passions.


� Confiscate.


� Wonder.


� Their slanders tear up Charles’s tomb after his death.


� Murmuring.


� Far-fetched.


� Write.
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