
ENG2302 Autumn 2024  
Assessment guidelines: Term paper (essay)  

Level: the course is aimed at students in their second year of study. 

 

Format: Students answer one essay question from the selection. Essays should be 8-10 pages in 

length, formatted with 1.5 line spacing and a 12 point font size. Referencing and style must be 

consistent and conform to a major system (by default, Chicago style with footnotes). 

 

Highly successful essays should: 
 

• Respond with direct relevance to the question, paying attention to any special stipulations 

• Demonstrate an excellent understanding of, and strong engagement with, texts by authors 

studied on the course, as well as the literary culture of the period as a whole 

• Deploy a high level of analysis and critical thinking 

• Communicate effectively and fluently 

• Be well presented and thoroughly documented, with a clear and consistent referencing style 

• Deploy and engage with a range of well-chosen secondary materials 

• Offer some distinctive or original perspectives 

 

 

Moderately successful essays should: 
 

• Offer a response which is relevance to the question and its terms 

• Demonstrate some understanding of, and engagement with, literature and/or literary 

movements from the period in question 

• Make use of some appropriate secondary materials 

• Show some evidence of the ability to analyse material 

• Be written in a generally readable and fluent form and style 

• Provide appropriate references 

 

  

Very low-scoring and failing essays will not satisfactorily meet some or 

all of these criteria. 


