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               WRITTEN EXAMINATION  

                 SPRING 2018 

                      3 pages 

 

 

ENG2321 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
 

 

1 hour 45 minutes                Friday May 18, 2018 

You are allowed to use an English–English dictionary 

The questions must be answered in English. 

The answers must be written on copy sheets. 

 

 

Answer THREE questions. Your response to each question you have chosen need not be 

more than 1–2 pages in length. 

 

1. Define colonial discourse and discuss some of the ways in which it is exemplified in 

Rudyard Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden” (full text attached). 

 

2. What does Franz Fanon mean when he describes the efforts of native intellectuals to 

“rehabilitate the past”? How does Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart do this? 

 

3. Why does Kumau Brathwaite prefer the term nation language to “dialect”? Why does 

Brathwaite reference “The Tempest” in his work “Letter Sycorax”? 

 

4. Describe the conflicts that arise out of absolutism in Chimamanda N. Adichie’s Purple 

Hibiscus. What solution does the novel imply? 

 

5. What sort of barriers do the Bangladeshi diaspora face in Monica Ali’s Brick Lane? How 

is Nazneen’s diasporic experience complicated by her gender? 

 

 
 

 

 

The marks will be published in Studentweb approximately 3 weeks after the exam. You will receive 

an e-mail when the results are ready. 

 

For an explanation of the mark obtained, please contact the teacher responsible for the course 

within one week after the exam results have been published. Remember to include your name and 

candidate number. The examiner will decide whether to give a written or oral explanation.  

 

 

For information on appeals and explanation of marks: 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/ 
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The White Man's Burden: The United States and the Philippine Islands (Rudyard Kipling, 

1899) 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

Send forth the best ye breed — 

Go bind your sons to exile 

To serve your captives' need; 

To wait in heavy harness, 

On fluttered folk and wild — 

Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 

Half-devil and half-child. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

In patience to abide, 

To veil the threat of terror 

And check the show of pride; 

By open speech and simple, 

An hundred times made plain 

To seek another's profit, 

And work another's gain. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

The savage wars of peace — 

Fill full the mouth of Famine 

And bid the sickness cease; 

And when your goal is nearest 

The end for others sought, 

Watch sloth and heathen Folly 

Bring all your hopes to nought. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

No tawdry rule of kings, 

But toil of serf and sweeper — 

The tale of common things. 

The ports ye shall not enter, 

The roads ye shall not tread, 

Go make them with your living, 

And mark them with your dead. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

And reap his old reward: 

The blame of those ye better, 

The hate of those ye guard — 

The cry of hosts ye humour 

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light: — 

"Why brought he us from bondage, 

Our loved Egyptian night?" 
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Take up the White Man's burden — 

Ye dare not stoop to less — Nor call too loud on Freedom 

To cloak your weariness; 

By all ye cry or whisper, 

By all ye leave or do, 

The silent, sullen peoples 

Shall weigh your gods and you. 

 

Take up the White Man's burden — 

Have done with childish days — 

The lightly profferred laurel, 

The easy, ungrudged praise. 

 

Comes now, to search your manhood 

Through all the thankless years 

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom, 

The judgment of your peers! 
 

- 

 


