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 Information
University of Oslo 
Department of Literature, Area Studies and European Languages 
Autumn 2024 
ENG2327 - Shakespeare
 
The exam has five topics to choose from, and you will write an essay on one of them.
 
All questions must be answered in English. 
 
What you write will be stored automatically every 15 seconds. 
 
After starting the exam, you will see your remaining time in the upper left corner.
 
You are allowed to use an English-English dictionary, which is provided here in Inspera.
 
Break a leg!
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1 Exam questions
Answer ONE of the following topics:
1. Write an essay on Macbeth 1.7, focusing on EITHER Macbeth’s soliloquy at the beginning of
the scene, OR the ensuing dialogue between the married couple (text provided). What is
Shakespeare most concerned to have us notice? Which key ideas or preoccupations in this
scene does Shakespeare develop further in the rest of the play?
2. ‘Who chooses me must give and hazard all he hath.’ To what extent can this be said to identify
the moral of The Merchant of Venice?
3. What does Margaret Atwood’s novel Hag-Seed enable us to observe in Shakespeare’s play?
What might Atwood’s reworking of The Tempest encourage us to reassess or reconsider?
4. What are the dramatic purposes of Laertes and Ophelia?
5. Write an essay on Othello’s final speech (text provided). How does it either resolve or
complicate some of the key problems in the play?
Fill in your answer here
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