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 Information
University of Oslo 
Department of Literature, Area Studies and European Languages 
Autumn 2024 
ENG2332 - Poetry in English
 
 
The exam has four topics to choose from, and you will write an essay on one of them.
 
All questions must be answered in English. 
 
What you write will be stored automatically every 15 seconds. 
 
After starting the exam, you will see your remaining time in the upper left corner.
 
You are allowed to use an English-English dictionary, which is provided here in Inspera.
 
Break a leg!
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1 Exam question
Answer ONE of the following topics.
1) Write an essay on Seamus Heaney’s poem ‘Terminus’ (1987), explaining how the poem can be
said to illustrate characteristic preoccupations in Heaney’s oeuvre. You should pay close attention
to the poem’s details, while also drawing on your own knowledge of relevant contexts. (Text
provided.)
2) Write an essay on Elizabeth Bishop’s ‘Poem’ (1976), explaining how the poem can be said to
illustrate characteristic preoccupations in Bishop’s work. You should pay close attention to the
poem’s details, while also drawing on your own knowledge of relevant contexts. (Text provided.)
3) Write an essay on Paul Muldoon’s elegy ‘Turkey Buzzards’ (2006), discussing the ways in
which the poem achieves its end. You may wish to compare and contrast Muldoon’s poem with
other elegies you know. (Text provided.)
4) Write an essay in which you compare and contrast Anne Stevenson’s ‘Arioso Dolente’ (2000)
and Muldoon’s ‘At Least They Weren’t Speaking French’ (2006). (Texts provided.)
Fill in your answer here
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