
The assessment criteria for the term papers (MA and BA-level) 

MA-level students need to develop their own research questions. BA-level students respond to 
one of the questions provided under "Assignments." 

An excellent paper: 

• critically and effectively engages with relevant scholarship and primary sources 

• is written in clear and advanced prose 

• has a clear structure 

• has a strong thesis or argument 

• uses evidence effectively 

• follows academic conventions expertly 

• shows a high degree of independent thought 

A good paper: 

• critically and effectively engages with relevant scholarship and primary sources 

• is written in clear prose 

• has a clear structure 

• has a good thesis or argument 

• mostly uses evidence effectively 

• follows academic conventions very competently 

• shows independent thought 

An average paper 

• engages with relevant scholarship and primary sources, though not always in an 
effective way 

• is mostly written in clear prose, though it may contain some vague or ineffective 
passages 

• has a mostly clear structure 

• has a thesis or argument, though not very clear 

• uses evidence competently 

• follows academic conventions competently 

• shows some independent thought 

A satisfactory paper 

• engages somewhat with relevant scholarship and primary sources 

• has several grammatical errors and ineffective vocabulary that distort the meaning 



• lacks a clear structure  

• lacks a clear thesis or argument 

• lacks effective use of evidence 

• for the most part follows academic conventions  

• shows a low degree of independent thought 

A poor but passing paper 

• superficially engages with relevant scholarship and primary sources 

• has many grammatical errors and ineffective vocabulary that distort the meaning 

• lacks a clear structure 

• lacks a thesis or argument 

• lacks effective use of evidence 

• poorly follows academic conventions 

• shows a low degree of independent thought 

Potential reasons for failing: 

• the paper does not answer the question 

• the paper is based on inappropriate  and/or irrelevant sources (such as Wikipedia) 

• the paper is written in such poor English that the meaning is lost 

• the paper lacks an appropriate structure 

• the paper does not follow academic conventions 

Please note that not following good academic practice may have consequences. Examples of 
bad practice are plagiarism, failing to cite sources, or presenting other ideas as your own. Using 
AI to write your papers is considered an example of the latter. See: Cheating - University of Oslo 
(uio.no)Links to an external site. 

 

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html

