
Guidelines for the external examiner:  ENG 4157  fall 2018: 

1 a: i) Tense, aspect and situation type: (from Saeed, ch 5.2) 

ii) temporal reference : central:  states surrounding dynamic events in time. Activities  like states in 

not having temporal boundaries. Progressive aspect changing telicity. 

Past perfect relative to past: event time before reference time. 

iii) Relation between Situation times not clear enough on the basis of tense, aspect and situation type 

alone. Temporal adverbials needed. E.g.  ‘just days beforehand’. 

Relative time of he’d purchased and he’d stayed awake : inferentially arrived at, based on the 

inferred interpretation that ‘through the drinks….’ (temporal reference) is explicated as ‘the drinks… 

on the flight’. 

b. Bruno most likely travels from the US. (clue: four-hundred dollar return fare). A weak implicature 

is that he travels to Europe: based on his name being Western, not Asian, along with the information 

that he is travelling to the land of his forefathers. 

There is no explicit mention of his means of transport. Setting foot in the land of his forefathers could 

be from an airplane or a vessel or a bus/train.   

The following utterance restricts this reference (by default) to vessel or airplane : Explicature: He had 

no delays, no stopovers, no adverse weather conditions for the crossing from home to the 

destination. 

- Through the drinks cart and the meal: typical situation on flights -> restricts means 

 of transportation to airplane. (strong implicature) 

- Pragmatically derived implicature: He had stayed awake when the airhostess passed by with 

the drinks cart and served the meal during the flight. 

2: 

Explain the difference between semantics and pragmatics: Semantics: A theory of linguistic meaning: 

word +sentence meaning: what the linguistic code gives you. Composition of word meanings with the 

meaning of the syntactic structure. (We have not done predicate logic with the students) 

Pragmatics: A theory of how the full/intended meaning of the utterance (speaker meaning) is 

derived.  Inferences based on the encoded meaning (semantic meaning) and its context.  

Mention of explicature and implicature and how they are inferred.  Also on different ways in which 

context contributes to determine the truth conditions (lexical meaning narrowed/broadened; 

indexicals getting reference through co-text and situational context): 

i) Indexicals: I, there, tomorrow. Context dependent semantic meaning. Speech situation 

dependent.  Modality indicating that the speech act is a promise. 

ii) Semantic meaning: proposition that the achievement will take place in some future. 

Pragmatics: Explicature: We will win the competition + spatio-temporal index. Speech 

act: prediction 

iii) The meaning of conjunction: semantic meaning intersection; pragmatic meaning: 

temporal sequence. 

iv) Reference of Queen of Ireland possibly empty.  Pragmatic reading of Queen: beauty 

queen (Irish) or (Irish) female with the attitude of a queen (loose use). 

Arrived: situational context determines spatial reference 



v) Semantic meaning: a question. Semantic content apparently odd. Pragmatic meaning 

You: hearer; trees:  Collocation with ‘understand’ a clue to interpret ‘trees’ as some kind 

of tree diagram or the like. Gricean pragmatics or ad hoc concept interpretation can be 

used here. 

vi) Typically written discourse – a presentation of the line of argumentation in a text.  Next 

is discourse deictic (Saeed ch 7) 

vii) Interpretation of article usage (Saeed chapter 7.5) 

 

Part II: 

3. 

Here we expect an informal, more intuitive description of the concept ‘metaphor’ – and some 

examples that they can use in the rest – totally up to the candidate. 

For the rest of the answer we may expect the following: 

On Grice: 

       - flouting of the Quality maxim 

- Assumption of CP in force 

- Therefore related implicature 

On Sperber and Wilson:  

- Utterance of a word gives access to information 

- Ad hoc concept structure 

- Broader/narrower than encoded meaning 

Critical evaluation:  

Problems with Grice’s account:  

- no detailed procedure to arrive at the implicatures 

- not all metaphors are false 

- and some general problems, possibly related to the examples they have come up with 

Problems with S/W: 

-  distinctive ad hoc concepts may be co-extensive (based on A/T’s paper) 

- Question of how rich a lexical concept can be understood to be. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 



4.   Here we expect the candidates to take up: 

Grammatical meaning/lexical meaning 

Encoded meaning 

Contextual meaning – Vagueness - Disambiguation 

Deictic meaning  - character/content 

lexical modulation/ad hoc concepts 

 


