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Type A: AmE as centre of gravity — NZE more advanced than BrE
(Examples: mandative subjunctive, proven, do-support with main verb
have, concord patterns with collective nouns)

BrE NZE/AusE AmE
| | | >
conservative innovative

Type B: AmE as centre of gravity - NZE more conservative than BrE
(Example: regularization of irregular verbs)

NZE/AusE BrE AmE
|

! | >
| ! |

conservative innovative

Type C: AmE as centre of gravity - no difference between NZE and BrE
(Example: dare)

BrE/NZE AmE

i |
i | >

conservative : innovative

Type D: BrE most advanced variety - NZE more innovative than AmE
(examples: have (got) to)

AmE NZE/AusE BrE
| I | >
1 I 1
conservative innovative
Type E: NZE more advanced than AusE, AmE (and BrE)
(Examples: avoidance of shall)
BrE AmE AusE NZE
| | | T
conservative , innovative

Figure 4. Locating NZE in relation to other varieties with respect to ongoing change
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Tillatt/Tillate hjelpemiddel: En/Ei engelsk-engelsk ordbok.

Oppgavene skal besvares på engelsk. / Svara skal skrivast på engelsk.
Answer  ONE question from Part I and ONE question from Part II. Pass marks are required on both parts.
Part I
(50 %)

EITHER
1. Explain what is meant by a mandative construction, and give a survey of the various syntactic patterns (governed by verbs, nouns or adjectives) which may express a mandative meaning. In your answer you should consider to what extent the expression of mandative meanings may vary between two or more of the national varieties of English. You should also comment on the attached corpus material, discussing which of the reproduced sentences express a mandative meaning and suggesting other constructions which might be tested in a corpus investigation to shed further light on the use of mandative constructions. (The attached corpus material consists of all sentences containing the string insisted that in the following corpora: Brown, LOB, ACE [even that in its full version] and WWC.)
(Text provided, no. 1)
OR

2. Give an account of the political debate in the United States about the status that the English language should have in that country. In your account you should explain the language situation which forms the background to this debate, and discuss the most important arguments marshalled by the two main sides in the debate (sometimes referred to as Official English and English Plus).
Part II
(50 %)

EITHER
3. Give an account of Biber’s attempt to compare British and American writing. In your answer you should explain the results of Biber’s factor analysis as they emerge from the attached table from his article.
(Text provided, no. 2)
OR
4. Explain the attached figure from the article by Hundt et al. on New Zealand English morphosyntax. Then select AT LEAST TWO of the features mentioned in this figure and give a more detailed account of how they vary among the four national varieties of English (avoid the mandative subjunctive if you also answer question 1 from Part I). Suggest how this variation could be tested in a corpus investigation.
(Text provided, no. 3)
Text provided, no 1: Occurrences of insisted that in Brown, LOB, ACE and WWC
	N
	Concordance
	File

	1
	Rep. James Cotten of Weatherford insisted that a water development bill passed by the Texas House of Representatives was an effort by big cities like Dallas and Fort Worth to cover up places like Paradise, a Wise County hamlet of 250 people. 
	brown_a

	2
	Berger insisted that "we know enough to sue for the full amount".
	brown_a

	3
	But he insisted that it be housed in a special museum. 
	brown_a

	4
	"Pulley Bey insisted that she bestow her favors on him", the friend continued. 
	brown_f

	5
	Parker insisted that the size of the record would have been drastically reduced but for an unavoidable duplication of testimony. 
	brown_f

	6
	I know now why the students insisted that I go to Hiroshima even when I told them I didn't want to. 
	brown_f

	7
	The difference came down to this: The Southern States insisted that the United States was, in last analysis, what its name implied - a Union of States. 
	brown_g

	8
	Sherman insisted that cavalry could not successfully break up hostile railways, yet Garrard's Covington raid and Rousseau's Opelika raid cut two-thirds of the rail lines he had to break and Sherman lived in mortal fear of what Forrest might do to his communications. 
	brown_g

	9
	If Woodruff could not furnish a strong explanation, the governor insisted that he lower his prices in accord with the scale printed in the Advocate. 
	brown_g

	10
	When Breasted insisted that this was impossible for him, Lewis decided to go abroad.
	brown_g

	11
	But then, after the little operetta had been given its feeble amateur rendering, everyone insisted that it was too good to be lost forever, and that the Royal Academy of Music must now have the manuscript in order to give it the really first-rate performance it merited. 
	brown_k

	12
	As I had expected, he insisted that my visits to the hall would do nothing to further the process of my application. 
	brown_n

	13
	And Nadine insisted that her sitters be reliable! 
	brown_p

	14
	But since the gourmet insisted that it is done that way at the most fashionable dinners, the girl reluctantly agreed. 
	brown_r

	15
	Mr. Gunter, who is Labour MP for Southwark, London, insisted that the nation's greatest need was dynamic, adventurous leadership. 
	lob_a

	16
	Russia insisted that the Western powers "take immediate measures to put an end to the unlawful and provocative actions of the Federal German Republic in West Berlin."
	lob_a

	17
	They have insisted that part of the National Insurance stamp should go towards the cost of the National Health Service. 
	lob_b

	18
	A woman journalist insisted that unemployment was our major difficulty in Britain.
	lob_b

	19
	Then there was the Test Act which insisted that all civil or military officers should take the oath of supremacy and allegiance and receive the Holy Communion according to the Church of England rite.
	lob_d

	20
	At Lancaster House the Europeans had insisted that they would not have the system of common roll elections adopted in Tanganyika, but that candidates should first show some basis of support in their own community by a primary election.
	lob_g

	21
	Similarly, they insisted that their American possessions, no less than the Spanish home provinces, should supply their needs from or through Spanish sources. 
	lob_g

	22
	He insisted that the Western Powers must not despair of reaching an agreement with the Soviet Government on the manufacture and testing of nuclear weapons, but must make one more determined attempt to break through the obstacles, though without abandoning the 'position of strength' which has been built up. 
	lob_g

	23
	“I insisted that he should take part in the concert," Alan said. 
	lob_p

	24
	His inability to care adequately for the clothes the white man insisted that he wear resulted in a litter of filthy rags which further prejudiced the white community against him.
	ace_f

	25
	In his handwritten " commandments " - ten pages of them - he insisted that writers had to discipline themselves and write for a certain length of time each day, even if the following day they tore up what they'd written.
	ace_g

	26
	Lee reaffirmed its relevance to merger, but again he insisted that the Government would clamp down on subversion from the Right no less than from the Left, and that it was better to improve social conditions than to rely on repressive laws in combating communism (Legislative Assembly, 14 October 1959).
	ace_g

	27
	It was Rosa who rose to explain that it was not possible and insisted that the teacher dictate the problem so that the girl could work it out at her desk.
	ace_g

	28
	I was conceited about this wine, and insisted that George must taste it.
	ace_g

	29
	Shapcott insisted that all decisions about such funding were made by Literature Board members.
	ace_g

	30
	I was struck by the firmness with which Mr Hu insisted that China intended to persist with its open door policy of co-operation in trade and joint ventures with other countries - a virtual open door as dramatic as the one that Japan made at the time of Commodore Perry.
	ace_h

	31
	He was also offered human flesh, but insisted that the chief should desist from cannibalism.
	ace_j

	32
	Grandma insisted that I did not understand.
	ace_l

	33
	They did not have much to say to Daniel, but always ushered him first through doorways, and insisted that he have the first taste of the wine or the last sausage.
	ace_p

	34
	He had insisted that we use his bedroom, and now slept directly below us in one of the small and apparently functionless rooms that this house had spawned everywhere.
	ace_p

	35
	But the nuns insisted that their young ladies wear stockings, proper stockings.
	ace_r

	36
	The other woman insisted that everyone in her household prepare their own meals.
	wwc_j

	37
	Most wives found that they still took on the major responsibility of childrearing, and some insisted that shiftwork made it easier for fathers to opt out of some duties, such as disciplining the children.
	wwc_j


Text provided, no. 2
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The occurrence of the 40 grammatical features in this corpus is subjected to factor analysis.
This is a completely neutral kind of analysis, performed by means of a computer program,
which produces groupings or clusters of features according to how frequently they co-occur
in texts. Each cluster is referred to as a factor. Biber’s factor-analysis program leads to the
identification of five separate factors, but in his further analysis he only makes use of three of
them.

In respect of each feature a weight or loading is calculated showing the strength of the
overrepresentation of that feature on a particular factor: the higher the factor weight, the more
noteworthy the overrepresentation of the feature. If a feature is remarkable not for its co-
occurrence with the other features on that factor but rather for its absence, the result is a
negative factor weight. A negative factor weight is just as significant and meaningful as a
positive one.

Biber decides to include in his analysis only features with factor weights exceeding .35, which
are described as salient weights. Moreover, features which come out with a salient weight on
more that one factor are only included in the count for the factor where it shows the highest
weight (the other cases are shown in brackets). The results of the calculations are set out in

Table 2:
TABLE 2

Summary of the Three Major Factors Produced by a Factor Analysis of Forty
Linguistic Features in British Speech and British Writing*

Features with Positive Weights Greater than .35

Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
questions .79 nominalizations .74  past tensc .89
that-clauses .76 prepositions .61  third person
final prepositions .68  specific conjuncts .61 pronouns 61
proverb do .67  agentless passives .60  perfect aspect 47
contractions .67  by-passives 47 '
1/you .62  split aux 42
general hedges 61  au-clefts 45
if-clauses .56  attitudinal
wh-questions 52 disjuncts .35
pronoun i 49  (word length) 40
other subord-

inators 48
specific

emphatics .46
demonstrative be .42
wh-clauses 41
general

empbhatics 41
(present tense) A2
(infinitives) .35

Features with Negative weights Greater than .35

Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
word length —.71  place adverbs —.57  present tense =62
type-token ratio —.65  time adverbs —.55  adjectives -.40

relative pronoun

del. =50
subordinator that

del. =42
(third person '

pronouns) =,8b

*Features in parentheses are duplicate loadings and are not used in the com-
putation of the factor scores. Decimal numbers are the actual factor scores.




From Douglas Biber (1987), ‘A textual comparison of British and American writing’
Text provided, no. 3
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