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Each response for this 3-day take-home examination will be marked holistically, with no 

specific percentage of marks for any one aspect within each response. The marker will thus be 

making an overall judgement of the quality of each answer as a whole. Weaknesses in one 

area may be compensated for by particular skill in another, and vice versa. Independence of 

thought and evidence of analytical ability will be rewarded. Significant problems in structure, 

analysis, and/or language can result in lower grades. 

 

Details for each response will be provided after each prompt below.  

Part I consists of two responses (25% each), while Part II consists of one essay (50%).  

 

Take-home Exam (3 days, Inspera) 

Begins: 6 Dec., 11:00 a.m.  

Ends: 9 Dec., 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

I. Identification and explanation (50%) 

Select TWO of the following passages. Identify the author and source. Explain in your own 

words what the passage is about, particularly key terms and concepts. Explain how these 

ideas relate to the broader project or argument of the author in this source. Each of your 

responses should be 1-2 pages in length (total 2-4 pages). One page is approximately 2,300 

characters, including spaces. 

 

A. 

“Africanism is inextricable from the definition of Americanness—from its origins on through 

its integrated or disintegrating twentieth-century self." 

 

 Toni Morrison, Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992. 

 key term: Africanism 

 key argument: Africanism is central to American history, culture, identity, and 

literature, including canonical texts that do not necessarily seem to focus on race 

and racial relations 

 

B. 

"He who is subjected to a field of visibility, and who knows it, assumes responsibility for the 

constraints of power; he makes them play spontaneously upon himself; he inscribes in himself 

the power relation in which he simultaneously plays both roles; he becomes the principle of 

his own subjection." 

 

 Michel Foucault, "Panopticism," from Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the 

Prison (1975 in French, 1977 in English), in Parker, ed., Critical Theory. 

 key term: panopticon, panopticism 

 key argument: power operates through discourse; internalized policing of norms; 

poststructuralist discourse analysis 

 

 



 

C. 

“Nevertheless, up to the event which I wish to mark out and define, structure--or rather the 

structurality of structure—although it has always been at work, has always been neutralized or 

reduced, and this by a process of giving it a center or of referring it to a point of presence, a 

fixed origin. The function of this center was not only to orient, balance, and organize the 

structure—one cannot in fact conceive of an unorganized structure—but above all to make 

sure that the organizing principle of the structure would limit what we might call the play of 

the structure.” 

 

 Jacques Derrida, "Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the Human 

Sciences," from Writing and Difference. Trans. Alan Bass. University of Chicago 

Press, 1978. 

 key terms: structure, sign, différance 

 key argument: the play of deconstruction vs. the arbitrarily fixed structure of 

structuralism 

 

II. Essay (50%) 

Select ONE of the following two options for your essay.  

 

A.  

Develop and support a theoretically informed argument about ONE of the literary texts 

(your choice) assigned for this course ("The Beast in the Jungle", Passing, "Diving Into the 

Wreck", or "When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine"). Your argument should engage with at least 

ONE theoretical field (your choice) covered in the course (structuralism, deconstruction, 

poststructuralism, psychoanalysis, feminism, queer theory, Marxism, postcolonial theory, 

critical race and ethnic studies). Essays should engage with multiple theorists from the 

primary theoretical field(s) and at least ONE secondary academic source (independently 

researched) that discusses the primary literary text. Be sure to include a Works Cited page. 

Your essay should be 5-7 pages in length. One page is approximately 2,300 characters, 

including spaces. 

 

 specific minimum requirements must be met (one literary text, one theoretical 

field, multiple theorists, one independently researched secondary source, page 

length) in order to receive a passing grade 

 key task: develop and support a theoretically informed argument about the 

primary text 

 stronger essays will develop persuasive academic arguments, engaged with 

critical debates about the text 

 weaker essays (but still passable) must at least indicate an ability to situate the 

literary text in relation to relevant theory and criticism  

 

B. 

Choose ONE of the literary texts listed below. Develop an essay with evidence and 

support explaining how this literary text illustrates theoretical concepts drawn from 

TWO of the fields (your choice) covered in the course (structuralism, deconstruction, 

poststructuralism, psychoanalysis, feminism, queer theory, Marxism, postcolonial theory, 

critical race and ethnic studies). For each theoretical field, at least two key terms or 

concepts (your choice) should be explained and illustrated through examples from the literary 



text (min. FOUR terms/concepts total). Your essay should be 5-7 pages in length. One page 

is approximately 2,300 characters, including spaces. 

 

 1. Adrienne Rich, "Diving Into the Wreck" 

 

 2. Nella Larsen, Passing 

 specific minimum requirements must be met (one literary text, two theoretical 

fields, two theoretical terms for each field, examples developed through literary 

text, page length) in order to receive a passing grade 

 key task: display knowledge of both theoretical terms and how to apply them to 

literary texts 

 stronger essays will develop particularly effective analysis of examples drawn 

from the literary text 

 weaker essays (but still passable) must at least be able to identify aspects of the 

literary text that could be relevant to the theoretical concepts 


