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Guidelines for the examiner (sensurveiledning) for ENG4550, Theory 

and Method in American and British Studies – 2019 II 

 

 
The exam for this course is a portfolio consisting of three works of different lengths. 

Assignments 1 and 2 should be on 1000 words +/- 10% each, while assignment 3 is set at 

2000 words +/- 10%. References and bibliography do not count towards the word limit. The 

mark for the course is decided on the basis of a holistic assessment of the portfolio. 

 

The exam emphasises relevance in the answers. All three assignments raise specific questions 

for investigation, in the sense that they ask the candidate to address one clearly delimited 

issue. This means that a sharp focus on the question at hand is central, and that candidates 

may be penalised for a lack of focus in their answers. 

 

The three assignments differ in terms of the type of exercise they require the candidates to 

perform, however. The first assignment asks the candidates to select one out of seven specific 

questions relating to historical theory and method; the second assignment requires the 

candidates to select one article, and discuss this relative to three questions; while the third 

assignment ask the candidates to compare and contrast central themes in American and 

British studies, selecting one out of five questions. For the third assignment, the discussion 

needs to address the question relative to both American and British studies. 

 

All three assignments should be organised as thematic discussions, adhering to a classic 

humanities-type arrangement of the text, consisting of a (brief) introduction, a main part and a 

(brief) conclusion. References and a complete bibliography must be included, but we do not 

require candidates to use any specific system of referencing. They have a free choice on this, 

but consistency is expected. Candidates are also required to consult, and use at least one 

source of good academic quality beyond the set reading for each assignment. The exam aims 

to test the candidates’ ability to construct an academic analysis with all means of aid 

available. Emphasis in the evaluation should be placed on (in a declining order of 

importance): intellectual focus, structure, depth of analysis, depth of knowledge, language, 

and technical set-up (references and bibliography).  

 

For the general description of marks at ILOS, see: 

https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/hf-ilos-

endelig-felles-karakterbeskrivelse.pdf 

 

 

 

Atle L. Wold 

Course organiser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/hf-ilos-endelig-felles-karakterbeskrivelse.pdf
https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/hf-ilos-endelig-felles-karakterbeskrivelse.pdf
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ENG 
4550 

Portfolio 
 

 

All ENG 4550 students are required to hand in a portfolio consisting of 3 written works, 

totalling 4000 words, +/- 10% (approximately 10 standard pages). 

 

Draft versions of the first and second assignments must be submitted at specified times during 

the semester, and feedback will be given. The third and final work will be submitted when the 

portfolio closes, together with the final versions of assignments 1 and 2. 

The deadline for the submission of the first assignment is 17 September at 16:00, and the 

deadline for the second assignment is 22 October at 16:00. The submission of these two 

assignments during the semester is obligatory. 

The submission of assignments 1 and 2 takes place in Canvas under the relevant heading 

(‘Assignment 1’ and ‘Assignment 2’). Feedback will be given directly in Canvas. 

NB: you need to submit your assignments in a Word-file format. 

 

For all the three assignments, the answer should be set up as a mini-version of a traditional 

essay, with a (brief) introduction, (short) conclusion, references and bibliography. For the first 

draft of assignments 1 and 2, it will be helpful if you set up a separate front page with your 

name and the question you have chosen to answer (assignment 1) / article you have chosen to 

analyse (assignment 2), but make sure to remove your name for the final submission (which is 

meant to be anonymous)! The assignments are as follows: 

 

- Assignment 1, Historical theory and method: 1000 words +/- 10% 

- Assignment 2, Historians at work: 1000 words +/- 10% 

- Assignment 3, Central themes in American and British Studies: 2000 words +/- 10% 

 

Other requirements: 

- Page numbers should be included on every page. 

- Use at least 1.5 line spacing, and font size 11 or 12. 

- All three assignments should include a bibliography at the end. 

- Make sure to give references to consulted works, but note that we do not require you 

to use any specific system of referencing for this course. Use a system you are familiar 

with/know the usage of. 

- Note that the word count excludes references and bibliography. 

 

The final submission of your whole portfolio (all three parts/assignments) takes place in 

Inspera, NOT Canvas, and the deadline is 16 December at 11:00. Submit your portfolio as a 

single file, but make sure to number/identify each assignment. (See further instructions for the 

final submission on the course web pages.) 

 

For each of the assignments, we expect students to consult at least one source of good 

academic quality in addition to the set reading for the course. 

 

The final mark/grade achieved for this course will be based on a holistic assessment of all 

three parts of the submitted portfolio.  
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1. Historical theory and method 
(1000 words) 

 

For this first assignment, we ask you to explore central questions relating to historical theory 

and/or method. Answer one of the questions below: 

 

a) Discuss the concept of ‘economic determinism’ in the context of the Marxist historical 

model. What would be the alternative to a deterministic approach? 

 

b) Several of the historians belonging to the French Annales school aimed to write ‘total 

history’. Explain the meaning of this concept. What was held to be the particular 

advantage of a ‘total’ approach to history? 

 

c) History as a modern academic discipline was invented in Germany. Discuss this 

statement. 

 

d) Explore the different usages and meanings which have been ascribed to Leopold von 

Ranke’s view that history should be studied ‘wie es eigentlig gewesen ist’. 

 

e) Many social historians of the 1960s and 70s argued that the new social history they 

were writing would and should replace existing history. How and why? 

 

f) What kind of challenge(s) did the so-called ‘linguistic turn’ present to history as an 

academic discipline? Are the problems redeemable? 

 

g) Explore the concept of ‘historicism’. Would you say that it is central to all historical 

research and, if so, why/why not? 

 

 

 

2. Historians at work 
(1000 words) 

 

In your second assignment, we ask you to look at how historians carry out their work of 

writing history. For this exercise, you choose one of these four articles to investigate: 

Philippa Levine: ‘Naked Truths: Bodies, Knowledge, and the Erotics of Colonial Power’; H. 

T. Dickinson: ‘Why did the American Revolution not spread to Ireland?’; Robert W. Fogel 

and Stanley L. Engerman: ‘The Relative Efficiency of Slavery’; and Richard B. Sher: “Adam 

Ferguson, Adam Smith and the Problem of National Defense”. You should address the 

following three questions in your assignment: 

 

a) Which kind of history would you say this article represents – political, social, cultural, 

or other – and why? 

 

b) Explore the use of evidence in the article of your choice. What kind of evidence is 

used, and how is it presented? 

 

c) Identify the arguments presented in the text. What is the overall, or main argument 

presented, and which arguments are put forward to build the case to support this 

overall argument? 
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3. Central themes in American and British Studies 
(2000 words) 

 

In your third and final assignment, the task will be to compare and contrast American and 

British studies, addressing a central issue of concern. Answer one of the questions below: 

 

a) Explore the notion of ‘civilisation’ in relation to American and British studies. What 

differences and similarities can be found in the understanding of this concept in the 

American and British contexts? 

 

b) Explore some of the main issues of contention that have marked the disciplines of 

American Studies, and British Cultural Studies over time. Have they touched upon 

some of the same concerns, or have they been markedly different? 

 

c) Explore the concept of ‘culture’ in the context of American and British Studies. Can 

you point to similarities and differences in the way the concept has been understood? 

 

d) Discuss the role empire plays in current understandings of America and Britain. 

 

e) Discuss the role ideas of the ‘nation’ play in current understandings of America and 

Britain. 

 

 

 

ALW 

 


