
ENG4550 
 
Note to readers. This course offers an introduction to cultural studies, historical sociology, 
politics and historiography suitable for students preparing a thesis in British or North 
American Area Studies. The course is wide ranging, eclectic and practical insomuch as that is 
possible in a course on theory and method. We hope to get students to think about how to 
use theory in relation to their own forthcoming thesis work. Consequently a wide latitude 
was granted students in interpreting the questions and bending them to the students’ own 
purposes. At the same time, we are interested in reflection on the theoretical foundations of 
arguments and in the capacity to contrast and compare those theories in terms of 
assumptions posited and questions asked. 
 
Form of the exam. The exam takes the form of three essay questions which evolved from the 
course syllabus. Students were asked to turn in essays three times in the course of the 
semester and then permitted to revise their work by final submission. In total they should 
have written 10-15 pages. 
 
Eng4550 - Syllabus 2018-II 
 
 
 
20 August (class 1) Introduction to the course  
 
Think about the following: What is the rationale for a course like this? What is an object of 
study? In what ways is knowledge perspectival? 
 
READ: Skard, TransAtlantica 10-11, 16-17 (Canvas) 
 
  
 
24 August (class 2) American Studies: Personal Commitments, Events Political Stances  and 
Events 
 
-Commitments and conflicts of American cultural studies 
 
READ: 
 
1. Nye, “American Studies as a Contested Crossroads” and "Absent Native Son" in Nye, ed., 
59-81, 199-226 
 
2. Robert T. Tally Jr.: “’Believing in America’: The Politics of American Studies in a 
Postnational Era” (Canvas) 
 
3. Luccarelli , “Rethinking American Studies for the 21stCentury” in Nye, ed., 107-122 
 
4. Øverland, in Nye, ed, 165-197 
 



  
 
27  August (class 3) The Commitments of History: Event, Narrative, Explanation 
 
READ: Tosh, Chaps 1-3 
 
  
 
Paper 1 (first draft due 7 September; final draft 18 December) 
 
America has been called an "open society," a "project yet uncompleted" and an 
"experiment" in democracy. Institutionally, it is a federal republic designed by Madison to 
reflect and incorporate its civil society. Therefore public debate, the interest of different 
social groups and current social trends are all given a role in governing America. Since the 
publication of Alexis de Tocqueville's travel account of the U.S. (1835), scholars, Americans 
and others, have found both personal and academic reasons for studying the US. For 
example, David Nye’s experience as a student in the field of American Studies during the 
Vietnam War years shaped his personal investment in the field and his view of America. 
 
To return to American politics, I think it is fair to say that although the American "open 
society" was meant to work through amiable debate working toward consensus, it has often 
led to the opposite: polarization and in one instance, open civil war. In short - variation, 
diversity and personal commitments also make it difficult to agree politically. Is this not also 
true of scholars studying the US? Might the "crisis" of American Studies (Nye) be understood 
as a manifestation of an epistemological problem: how do we know what to study about the 
US?  Paying close attention to the readings on our list, write an essay which describes the 
personal and political commitments of one or more scholars to the American Studies 
project. In your answer consider whether the crisis of American Studies been resolved or 
not.If so, how has it been resolved? If not, has Nye provided a road map for its resolution? 
 
  
 
31 August (class 4) Key Concepts of Politics 
 
READ: 
 
1. Nation:  (13-17, 140, 182-); Encyclopedia of Anthropology, Nationalism (Lenker til en 
ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
2. Constitutional government – Oxford Handbook of Politics Constitutionalism (Lenker til en 
ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
3. Republics and civic governance – Oxford Handbook of Politics, Republicanism (Lenker til 
en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
4. The French Revolution: 8, 24-25, 51, 74, 91, 220; Oxford Handbook of Politics, Revolutions 
and Regime Change (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 



 
5. Conservatism (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. - Oxford Handbook of 
Politics  
 
6. Liberalism (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. – Oxford Handbook of 
Politics 
 
  
 
3 September (class 5) Key Concepts of Society and Culture 
 
READ: Tosh, selected pages noted below + Encyclopaedia entries (see below) 
 
CHOOSE: one reading from list below and apply the concept to Levine's article "Naked 
Truths" (no 14 below). Be prepared for a short oral presentation and to RAISE a question for 
class discussion. 
 
1. Metahistory and sociological explanation, 23-24, 134-135 
 
2. Historical Progress and the Whiggish view of Society, 17-18 
 
3. The Modern World – The Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Sociology, Modernity and Post-
modernity (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
4. Industrial Revolution 10, 15, 34, 58-60, 80, 130 
 
5. Marxism 190-195, 198-201 
 
6. Colonialism/Postcolonialism 239-249; Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, Colonialism 
(Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. esp. section 5 
 
7. Social Movements - The Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Sociology, Social Movements - strain 
& breakdown theory  (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
9. Cultural turn & Literary Theory 205-207; 220-226 
 
10. Feminism – The Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Sociology, Lesbian Feminism  (Lenker til en 
ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
11. Identity - The Blackwell Encyclopaedia of Sociology, Sexual Identities: Gay, Lesbian and 
Queer (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
12. Postmodern – Encyclopaedia of Anthropology, Postmodernism (Lenker til en ekstern 
side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
13. Hochberg, A Theory of Modern Cultural Shifts and Meltdowns (Lenker til en ekstern 
side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 



 
14. Philippa Levine: ‘Naked Truths: Bodies, Knowledge, and the Erotics of Colonial Power’, 
Journal of British Politics, 52:1 (Feb 2013): 5-25 (Canvas) 
 
  
 
10 September (class 6): Key Concepts in Geography (Geography, Nations and International 
Relations) 
 
READ 
 
1.Defending Classical Geopolitics  (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.Phil 
Kelly in Oxford Research Encyclopaedia 
 
2. Geography and Foreign Policy  (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.Steve 
Pickering in Oxford Research Encyclopaedia 
 
3. Kotkin, "Realist World: The Players Change but the Game Remains" Foreign Affairs, 
July/August 2018 (Canvas) 
 
4. Duedney & Ikenberry, "Liberal World: the Resilient Order" Foreign Affairs, July/August 
2018 (Canvas) 
 
5. Chua, "Tribal World: Group Identity is All" Foreign Affairs, July/August 2018 (Canvas) 
 
  
 
17 September (class 7) - Sources and methods 
 
 READ: Tosh, Chaps 5-7 
 
  
 
24 September (class 8): Key Sources, Concepts and Limits of History 
 
 READ/REREAD in Tosh: 
 
1. Historicism 6-11 
 
2. Memory 15-17 
 
3. Comparison as an historical tool - 133-137 – (issues of comparison) 
 
4. Mentalité and History of Ideas 216-217 
 
5. Braudel – plurality of social time 136-137 
 



 6. History and Theory 180-203 
 
7. Cultural evidence and the cultural turn, 205-226 
 
  
 
Paper 2 (first draft due 5 October; final draft due 18 December) 
 
1. Explore the following ways that historians have treated the passage of time. What can we 
claim to have learned by observing the passage of time, what sources should we turn to and 
how does this impact our understanding of politics? Which approach(es) are better/best in 
your opinion and why? (a) economic determinism (orthodox Marxism), (b) 'Total history' 
(Annales School), (c) New Social history.  
 
OR 
 
Explain how different interpretations of space and society through geography help to 
structure our understanding of international relations. Which position(s) are must defensible 
in your opinion? 
 
  
 
28 September (class 9) Nations and cultural memory 
 
1. Collective Memory  (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.- Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology 
 
2. Assman, J & Czaplicka J., Collective Memory and Cultural Identity  (Lenker til en ekstern 
side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.New German Critique, No. 65, Cultural History/Cultural 
Studies (Spring - Summer,1995), pp. 125-133  (Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en 
ekstern side. 
 
3. Bodnar, J. “Public Memory in Nineteenth-Century America: Background and Context 
(Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.,” in Remaking America, 21-38. 
 
4. Duncan S. A. Bell, "Mythscapes: memory, mythology, and national (Lenker til en ekstern 
side.)Lenker til en ekstern side.” The British Journal of Sociology, Vol 54 (1): 15 Dec 2003.  
(Lenker til en ekstern side.)Lenker til en ekstern side. 
 
  
 
1 October (class 10): British Studies Project 
 
READ: Turner, Chapters 1-2, 5-6 
 
  
 



Paper 3 (due 18 December): 
 
1. Consider the way historians understand the concept of revolution in the following three 
articles. What sources do they turn to and what social, cultural or political concepts do they 
use to explain why revolutions did or did not take place? What conclusions if any can you 
reach, based on these three articles and other materials we have read, about the meaning of 
revolution in the life of nations?  
 
T. Dickinson, “Why did the American Revolution not spread to Ireland?”, Valahian Journal of 
Historical Studies, issue: 18-19 / 2012-2013, pp. 155-180. (canvas) 
 
Christopher Pearl, “Franklin’s Turn: Imperial Politics and the Coming of the American 
Revolution”, The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 136, No. 2 (April 
2012), pp. 117-139. (canvas) 
 
Robert Nisbet, “Hannah Arendt and the American Revolution”, Social Research, Vol. 44, No. 
1, Hannah Arendt (Spring 1977), pp. 63-79. (canvas) 
 
 OR 
 
 2. In British Cultural Studies, Graeme Turner chronicles the change in British Studies from a 
‘culture and civilisation’ approach to a ‘conflict-based view of culture’. In your reading of 
Turner and in view of key material you have read this semester, why did scholars approach 
the concept of culture so differently? What accounts for that difference in approach? In 
short, give an historical explanation for the change in the understanding of 'culture' in British 
Studies during the period under discussion. 
 
  
 
  
 


