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General assessment guidelines for 

LIT2300 Literary Studies: Theory and Science 
 

 

The primary and secondary reading is listed on the semester page, to which there is a link in 

the course description: https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ilos/LIT2300/ 

 

The form of the final exam is a 3-day home assignment, in which students select one out of two 

questions (one theoretical and one empirical). The answer must be approximately 5 pages long 

(2,300 characters without spaces) and must contain source references (at least three) and 

bibliography. In addition to regular and active attendance of the seminars, the obligatory 

activities to qualify for the exam include a mid-term assessment (a theoretical essay of 2,300 

characters without spaces in length), an empirical project group presentation and an individual 

portfolio. Students receive feedback on the assignments and should incorporate this feedback 

into their final exam. 

 

 

The exam tests the following learning outcomes as specified in the course description: 
 

Upon completing this course, you will have 

 sound knowledge of the development of theories of literature concerned with 

systematization 

 ability to apply this knowledge in practical literary analysis 

 ability to communicate demanding professional reasoning in a clear and convincing 

manner 

 developed critical and empirical insights about the relevance of literature to readers’ 

lives and how literature impacts the reader 

 gained practice in designing empirical projects based on meaningful questions about 

literary reading 

 

 

 

Assessment guidelines for LIT2300: 
 

 The examiners assess whether and to what extent the learning outcomes are reflected in the 

candidates’ submitted final exam. 

 Content-wise, the examiners must evaluate whether students demonstrate: 

o solid knowledge of how the theories discussed in the course developed; 

o critical and/or empirical insights about the relevance and impact of literature to readers’ 

lives; and/or 

o the ability to design an empirical project based on meaningful questions about literary 

reading. 

 If the student submits a theoretical essay, the examiners must evaluate: 

o whether two theoretical positions discussed during the course are compared and/or 

contrasted; 

o the quality of the explanation offered on how the chosen topic might contribute to a 

reflection of literary studies;  

o whether knowledge of the development of theories of literature is demonstrated; 

o the depth of the discussion; 

o whether terminology is applied in a clear, proper and reflected manner; 

o whether the argumentation is logical and valid. 
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 If the student writes out an empirical project, the examiners must evaluate whether the 

project offers the proposal of an investigation on one issue involved in the literary theories 

studied. The project must include: 

o (a) an introduction, with the statement of the problem, its contextualization as well as 

the formulation of the research hypotheses;  
o (b) a methodology section, with a description of the procedures, instruments, 

materials, and participants proposed to investigate; 
o (c) a discussion section, with a report on expected results and reflection upon how 

empirical work in this area might contribute to new conceptual distinctions in literary 

studies.  

 The following aspects are to be evaluated in an empirical project:  

o the formulation of the research problem, questions, aims, and hypotheses; 
o the clarity regarding the link between the conceptual model and the hypotheses;  
o the appropriateness of the research method;  
o the depth of the discussion.  

 Additionally, the examiners should assess for both theoretical essays and empirical projects:  

o whether the essays comply with scholarly standards regarding the style and structure of 

the text; 

o whether the candidates adhere in a consistent manner to standard conventions (e.g. APA 

style) in their style of referencing and bibliography; 

o whether the essays follow the rules for good scholarly practice in distinguishing own 

observations and results from those drawn from other sources. 

 For papers written in English, the examiners should not focus on judging the candidates’ 

linguistic competence and should only evaluate mistakes that affect text comprehension. 

 

Grades are awarded according to the national qualitative descriptions of letter grades: 

 

Symbol Description General, qualitative description of evaluation criteria 

A  Excellent  

An excellent performance, clearly outstanding. The candidate 

demonstrates excellent judgement and a high degree of 

independent thinking.  

B  Very good  
A very good performance. The candidate demonstrates sound 

judgement and a very good degree of independent thinking.  

C  Good  

A good performance in most areas. The candidate 

demonstrates a reasonable degree of judgement and 

independent thinking in the most important areas.  

D  Satisfactory  

A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. 

The candidate demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and 

independent thinking.  

E  Sufficient  

A performance that meets the minimum criteria, but no more. 

The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of 

judgement and independent thinking.  

F  Fail  

A performance that does not meet the minimum academic 

criteria. The candidate demonstrates an absence of both 

judgement and independent thinking.  

 

 


