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Evaluation  JOUR4330 - Freedom of expression – discourses, principles and practices. Autumn 2010
1. Composition of Student Group

The students consisted of a majority of foreign students with rather diverse backgrounds and some Norwegian students. One of the main challenges in the course is that some of the students have a very good background for the understanding of the principle issues in the course. Others have very little previous knowledge of the area. This makes a bit difficult to find the right level for the teaching and discussions in class.

Another problem was that the level of English competence among the students varied considerably. Some had an excellent command of English – spoken and written. Others struggled both with expressing themselves, and I also had a feeling in understanding everything that was being discussed in the course. The quality of the language in term papers reflected this diverse English competence. However in general the exam papers showed that students had a relative good command of English.

2. Teaching Methods and Evaluation Routines

The curriculum consisted of full books (monographs and anthologies). There is a problem about potential teaching material that as the course is English, much of referenced material in the books are to Anglo-American cases and conditions. 

The teaching consisted of two main formats. There were seven weekly two hours lectures and discussion sessions, except for the last session, which was three hours. In addition there were seven two hours weekly seminar groups. 

I three of the classes the teaching was done together with guest lectures. This functioned well and opened for further debate in class. A course with such a clear international scope lends itself well to guest lectures. This is an experience I also had when I taught the course in the autumn of 2009.

Jens Barland PhD student in the department conducted the seminars. The seminars were well prepared and focused on the term papers that students should hand it – both topics and manner of writing, as well an opportunity for students to present work in progress. I was present at two of the seminars, and my impressions were that students who took the task set seriously benefited from them.  

See detailed teaching plan below.
The evaluation of the course was done both as a discussion in class, as well as through questionnaires. The results of the evaluations were that the students in general were very satisfied with the course. The general impression was also that too little time was set aside for the course and some of the very challenging issues it deals with. Is it sufficient to have this as a 10 pts. course?

The exam results proved that the students in general had benefited from the course and that they had grasped the basics of the teaching and the curriculum. 4 As; 8 Bs; 6 Cs, 1 F.

August 25. Freedom of Expression in a principled perspective – An Introduction

Literature: The Report of the Freedom of Expression Commission; Warburton.

September 1. A History of Freedom of Expression.

Literature: Winston. Zenco-Zencovich

September 8. No Class

September 15. Legal issues.

Literature: Kierulf and Rønning p. 53 – 93. Lipschulz. 

Guest teacher Anine Kierulf, PhD research Faculty of Law

September 22. Freedom of Expression in Relation to Other Human and Civil Rights

Literature: Kierulf and Rønning: p. 9 – 49

Guest teacher Anine Kierulf

September 29. Freedom of Expression and different Media

Literature: Lipschulz, Zeno-Zencovich

October 6. No class

October 13. No class

October 20. Media Ethics and Freedom of Express

October 27. (3 hours) Freedom of Expression in an era of "multicultural" conflicts.
Literature Kierulf and Rønning p. 105 – 151

Guest teachers Arne Ruth previous Fritt Ord Professor in the department and the Iranian exile writer Haideh Ruth Daragahi  
Seminars
The seminars were held at the following dates:

3. sept.

10. sept.

17. sept.

24. sept.

1. okt.

15. okt.

22. okt

Curriculum.

Kierulf, Anine & Helge Rønning (2009). Freedom of Expression Abridged. Gothenburg. Nordicom. (150)

Lipsschultz, Jeremy Harris (2000): Free Expression in the Age of the Internet. Westview (330)

Zen-Zencovich. (2008) Freedom of Expression. A Critical and Comparative Analysis. Routledge (148)

There Shall be Freedom of Expression. The Report of The Norwegian Freedom of Expression Commission (93)

Warburton, Nigel (2009): Free Speech. A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. (115)

Winston, Brian (2005) Messages. Free Expression, Media and the West from Gutenberg to Google. London and New York: Routledge. (430)
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