
 

Course evaluation 
 
“Media, War and Journalism” (MEVIT 3427/JOUR4427) - Spring 2020 
 
The course was led by Cristina Archetti (cristina.archetti@media.uio.no) and taught by both 
Cristina Archetti (all lectures and first 2 seminars) and Banafsheh Ranji (5 remaining seminars). 
 
The course “Media, War and Journalism” ran for the first time at IMK in spring 2016. This is the 
fourth time that the course is offered. 
 
 
Organization The course, as last year, ran over 7 weeks through weekly 2-hours lectures and 2-
hours seminars (one seminar groups for BA students, another one for MA students).  
 
Results The course achieved its learning objectives. Students, both at BA and MA level engaged 
with the topic and achieved good results in the final home exam. Not only did the great majority 
of students pass (all 7 MA candidates; 24 out of the 27 overall BA students), but most students 
also got grades in the range of A, B or C (see below). 
The students who received marks at the lower end of the spectrum were, as the text of their 
exams revealed, those who did not really engage with the reading of the course but at the very 
last minute. These texts lacked the reflection and critical approach that can only be developed 
through thinking about the course materials over time. This shows the importance of engaging 
from the very start. The “home exam” (an exam that is written at home within 72 hours) appears 
to encourage the “last minute” approach. That is why the exam next year will be replaced by a 
“term paper” (see section below on planned changes). 
 
GRADES BA students - MEVIT 3427 
A - 0 
B - 2 
C - 2  
D - 3 
E - 0 
Total 7 
 
GRADES MA STUDENTS - JOUR4427  
A - 2 
B - 6 
C - 10 
D - 6 
E – 3 
Total 27 
 
Obligatory activity: The compulsory activity in order to qualify for the final assessment consisted 
in writing a short essay (about 3 pages) about a specific piece of reading. This was designed to 
get the students to engage in depth with a source and start “training” for the final examination 
(“home exam”).  
 
Obligatory attendance. Obligatory attendance was a change introduced from last year. This was 
to help students engage with the course, since it has been the case in the past that it is mostly 
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students who fail to attend that do not pass the final exam. However, attendance could only be 
compulsory for seminars, which means that several students still only attended seminars and not 
the lectures. This was not ideal.  
 
Feedback from students: Students were asked to provide feedback on the aspects that they 
thought worked well and what could be improved. They did so towards the end of the course, on 
anonymous sheets that were collected at the end of the class. Here are the main points that were 
mentioned: 
 
Positive aspects  
-The topics of the lectures are interesting, relevant to the reality we live in, and topical 
-The teaching is engaging, with lots of examples 
-The course is well structured in the way the themes progress. Several students particularly 
mentioned that they enjoyed the historical aspects of the course, too 
-Lots of interesting discussion in the seminars 
-Good to have small seminar groups 
-Lectures and seminars are complementary 
-Use of visuals and videos 
-Variety of sources 
-Relevance to other courses 
-Good to be able to access the powerpoint of the lecture before the class 
 
Aspects students thought could be improved 
-Every group/participant should say something and contribute to the discussion 
-We could have had even more debate 
-Would it be possible to record the lecture in case we miss it? 
-Having more breaks 
-Some student say they find it difficult to speak in front of others 
 
OVERALL 
-‘I really liked the course! Thank you! ’  
- ‘All activities were interesting’ 
-‘Everything worked OK’ 
-‘Very interesting course. Will definitely recommend it to others!’ 
-‘I am satisfied with the lectures and seminars’ 
-‘The lectures helped me think critically’ 
-‘Good job to you all’ 
-‘The course was completely interesting for me. There were so many things I never thought 
about, like how entertainment like movies or books could be used as propaganda’ 
-‘I actually enjoyed the seminars a lot and looked forward to attending them’ 
 
 
Changes planned for next year 
The course next year will have to deal with the challenge of COVID-19. It is expected that it will 
be taught entirely by Cristina Archetti. She is committed to protecting the class experience. 
However online-only teaching or a hybrid solution (both online and in presence) might be needed 
depending on how the pandemic situation evolves. A priority for the course is to make sure that 
students remain engaged at what is a very challenging time. 
 
1) Obligatory attendance Attendance and participation are key to achieving the learning 
objectives. It is hoped that this can be introduced for all sessions (both lectures and seminars), 



whether in presence or online. It becomes even more important in the context of the pandemic 
where isolation can lead to demotivation and some students “getting lost” along the way. 
Lectures will be recorded for reference in case somebody misses them (i.e. for emergency 
purposes), but the point of engagement is to share the experience with others through attendance 
in presence (or online live) will be expected. 
 
2) Change in obligatory activity The short essay will be replaced by the draft of the final exam 
(term paper). This is to encourage students to start working on their final assignment early on in 
the semester and keep them engaged in it. It is an opportunity for the students to practice their 
writing and critical analysis skills. Importantly, they will get feedback on which aspects of their 
writing they need to work on before the final evaluation.  
 
5) Change in exam This will no longer be a home exam, but a “term paper.” This is to give more 
time to the students to concentrate on the final assignment throughout the whole semester rather 
than rushing all in 72 hours. They can also work on their assignment while the lecturer is “around” 
to help them in case they have questions or issues. Again, this is try and facilitate the students at 
a time that might cause anxiety and might make it difficult to concentrate. However, it also means 
that there will be no “excuses” (aside from cases where there are serious and proven reasons of 
course) for poor quality at the end, since students will have had the whole semester to work on 
their assignments and to ask (and get) the help they needed. 
 
 
What is expected of students 
No amount of changes in the way a course is organized can make up for a lack of engagement 
by students. What it is expect is: 
 

1) attendance of ALL lectures and seminars: the sessions of the course are designed as a 
journey. The course makes sense as a whole. It is unrealistic to be able to get the most 
out of a course if one looses this thread and without the connection with the “community” 
of people gathered around the course. It is important that teacher and student support 
each other, especially in current circumstances. 

2) Participation to class discussions. I realize that we are not all equally comfortable speaking 
in public. What I expect is that every student tries to get just a little bit beyond his/her 
comfort zone at every session. It takes time, but consistent effort will produce results. Your 
lecturerer herself was a person who was afraid to speak. If she can change, so can you 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


