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The report is based on
-	The course description: www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/imk/MEVIT4130/
-	Exam statistics
-	The initial report from first time this course was taught (2007)
- 	Student evaluations

General
MEVIT4130 has been offered every autumn term from 2007, i.e. five times. The course has been run in close connection to the international research project ‘MEDIATIZED STORIES. Mediation perspectives on digital storytelling among youth’, directed by Knut Lundby. See www.intermedia.uio.no/mediatized

Approximately 20 students has been accepted each year, roughly half have been Norwegian and the other half exchange students from different countries. In 2011 there were students from nine countries (Belgium, China, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Norway, Romania, Spain and Zambia). The description of the course 2011, which this report primarily relates to, could be found at: www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/imk/MEVIT4130/h11/  

1. Teaching and curriculum
The readings of close to 1000 pages has covered the ‘classical’ form of digital storytelling as developed at the Center for Digital Storytelling www.storycenter.org and through the years focused more on self-representations in various forms of social media. The balance between the ‘classical’ and ‘new’ forms has been crucial and has varied throughout the years. Thematic topics coved in the curriculum and teaching includes authenticity, identity, mediatization, self-representation, multimodality and remixing. This mix seems to work.

Each year, there have been seven lectures and seven seminars, usually within the period from around 1 September to end of October, included some time for individual work. This has been suitable. The two teachers have shared lectures as well as seminars, with a few guest lectures. This had made it possible to plan a coherent programme with more traditional lectures combined with activity-based seminars. Lego has in one seminar session been applied to illustrate the kind of construction processes in self-representation with digital tools (cf. the approach in David Gauntlett’s book Creative Explorations, which is on the curriculum). All teaching has taken place in one of the IMK seminar rooms in Forskningsparken that has been suitable for this number of students.

The seminars have been used to develop the term paper idea of each student into a coherent piece of work. This term paper of 10 pages is the exam form. An obligatory submission was introduced in 2010 in which the students had to draft a one-page powerpoint outline of research question, theory, material, etc. for the term paper. This helped keep progress and made it easier to share comments on ideas and drafts before it became too late. 

The course has been fun to teach. However, different levels, learning and university traditions among the students have caused challenges. The students put remarkably little effort into the course in terms of hours per week spent including attending classes. This amounts to no more than 5-10 hours per week and rather 5 than 10 hours.

2. Learning outcomes
The learning outcomes were reformulated in 2009 and seem now to function well and give a realistic description of what the students could be expected to know upon the exam:

1. The student will have developed knowledge and understanding of the processes and actors involved in digital storytelling.
2. The student will have knowledge and understanding of the main academic approaches to mediatization theories.
3: The student will have developed knowledge and understanding about mediatization of digital storytelling.
4. The student will have developed a critical attitude towards self-representation in new forms of social networking on the Internet.
5. The student will get training in academic writing related to the term paper.
6. The student will acquire insights into concrete research design and research  processes as the course is linked with an ongoing international research project.
7. Interested students will be prepared to write their master's thesis related to the research project ‘MEDIATIZED STORIES.

3. The course description
The description of the course content has been slightly revised through the history of the course and seems now to give a realistic and satisfactory picture of the subject.

There is an explosion of digital means by which 'ordinary people' can shape and share stories about themselves, on the Internet as well as offline. This course studies Digital Storytelling as self-representational uses of the new means to tell 'my' or 'our' story. The course relates to the international research project based at the University of Oslo, MEDIATIZED STORIES. Mediation perspectives on digital storytelling among youth
The course focuses on media use among young people and discusses various forms of self-representational digital storytelling, as well as conditions and risks related to self-narratives on the internet or in digital media. This will take place on the backdrop of updated surveys on digital media use among children and youth.
Digital storytelling will be discussed in terms of its societal meaning and in relation to various conceptualizations of ‘mediation’ and ‘mediatization’.

Student evaluation 2011
The students 2011 evaluated the other aspects of the course description. 16 of the 20 accepted students that did follow the course on a regular basis filled in the form (attached with responses). The 16 students that completed the course received the following marks:
2 A, 6 B, 5 C, 3 D and none E or F.

All in all, the students scored the course on the positive side on all items, although, of course, some mentioned various possible improvements or changes. 
3 of the 16 said they were very satisfied with the course, 10 were “satisfied”, 2 “neither satisfied nor unsatisfied” and 1 “unsatisfied”. No one was “very unsatisfied”. The distribution was found among the 10 exchange students. All 6 Norwegian students were “satisfied”. For details, please see the attachment.

4. Changes since last evaluation
There has been no periodic evaluation before this, following the initial evaluation in 2007. As mentioned above, the Learning goals and the Course content have been changed, and the obligatory submission of the term paper outline has been introduced. The balance between the ‘classical’ form of digital storytelling has been adjusted to include more of the social media forms of self-representation.

5. Further changes
Further changes should not be necessary. The course will probably be offered last time in 2012.

6. Ideas for other courses
We will advice the close relationship between lectures and seminars that has been practiced in MEVIT4130.

7. Evaluation form 
The evaluation form that was applied in 2011 is attached, with the score distribution given by the 16 students.
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