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MEVIT4834 – Textual Analysis in Media Studies 
               

 
Take home exam, spring 2018 

 
Monday 11 June at 11:00 – Thursday 14 June at 11:00 

Your submission must be uploaded in Inspera before 11:00 on Thursday 14 June.  

We recommend planning to submit well ahead of the deadline, to account for unexpected 
technical problems, slow internet connections et c.  

The exam consists of three (3) pages. 
 
Before you start writing your exam submission, you must ensure that you have read and 
understood the University of Oslo’s information about cheating: 
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html 
 
You must use a reference style (such as Harvard, MLA, Chicago or APA) throughout your exam 
submission, and in the bibliography/reference list at the end of the submission. Therefore, 
you must also read the University’s guidelines: 
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

This exam is comprised of three essay questions. You are expected to – 

individually – answer two of them. Each answer should be up to 5 pages long, 

including introduction, body, and conclusion. The page count does not include 

bibliography or appendices. 

 

In answering these questions, students should make use of the skills trained in 

class, drawing principally on the methods and concepts detailed in the course 

reading. Please check your spelling before submitting and make sure to 

reference correctly where appropriate. 

 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/
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Question 1 
 
Last year Netflix released the true crime documentary The Keepers (White, 
2017). The Keepers tells the story of a group of elderly women trying to solve a 
murder of one of their beloved teachers, sister Cathy, in their Roman Catholic 
high school decades ago. As the series progresses, it relates further details to us, 
ranging from widespread abuse at school to police misconduct to political cover-
ups. Watch the show’s trailer: https://youtu.be/Khr7dbuBjuE and answer both 
questions a) and b) below.  

a) What (fictional) stylistic devices – in editing, mise-en-scene, sound, 
intertextuality, etc – does the trailer use to dramatise its story? Identify 
and analyse three techniques. You are expected to use relevant course 
literature. 

b) Which assumptions does the trailer make about the ways of our world? 
Use relevant readings. 

 
 
Question 2 
 
This question pertains to the visualisation of news events.  
Ivor Prickett’s ‘The battle for Mosul’ was one of the most iconic news photos of 
2017, winning, amongst others, a nomination for the World Press Photo Award 
(photo available here:  
https://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo/2018/world-press-photo-
year-nominee/ivor-prickett-hj ).  
How does the picture represent the situation at hand? Draw on close textual 
analysis as well as one or two of the methods discussed in course readings and 
class. 
 
 
Question 3 
 
Discuss Coca Cola’s ad ‘A classic never goes out of style’, from the 2010s 
(pictured below), using semiotics and critical discourse analysis, respectively.   

https://youtu.be/Khr7dbuBjuE
https://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo/2018/world-press-photo-year-nominee/ivor-prickett-hj
https://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo/2018/world-press-photo-year-nominee/ivor-prickett-hj
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________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Information about the exam 
 
You may submit your exam in Norwegian, Swedish, Danish or English.  
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The submitted paper should be approximately 10 pages (one page is calculated to 2300 
characters without spaces) excluding front page and references. The exam must be submitted as 
a PDF file. Your front page must include your candidate number, and the name of the file you 
upload should be your four-digit candidate number (eg. 1324.pdf) 
 
 
Please see our web site for more practical information about exams at the Department of Media 
and Communication: http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/studies/admin/information-
regarding-exams-at-imk/ 
 

Timotheus Vermeulen can be contacted through e-mail, timotheus.vermeulen@media.uio.no , 

and will answer questions regarding the exam submitted by  Monday 11 June by 13:00. 

Questions will generally be answered by the end of the day. 

The exam results will be published in Studentweb on 5 July 2018. Results will not be given by phone or e-
mail. 

http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/studies/admin/information-regarding-exams-at-imk/
http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/studies/admin/information-regarding-exams-at-imk/
mailto:timotheus.vermeulen@media.uio.no

