
Day 1: November 21, 09:00- 15:00 

Sociology of law 
General outline  

The course introduces students to the following theoretical concepts and debates in 

contemporary sociology of law, including: 

 Law and social change: power and litigation 

 Law and social change: semi-autonomous fields 

 Legal consciousness 

 Legal pluralism  

 Quantification of law 

The aim is to help the participants to reflect critically on rule of law debates as well as to 

understand the potential and limitations of using law as a tool for social change.  Participants 

will also gain a critical understanding of the implications of the way contributions to the 

sociology of law have been based on Western, industrialized democracies, and the implications 

for current debates in the field of legal sociology. The participants will also obtain a greater 

understanding of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary collaborations with legal sociologists 

can enhance their own research. 

 

Schedule  

 

0930-1030: Introduction – State of disciplinary play. Clarifications about program, essay 

requirements. 

Sandvik presents an overview of the evolution of sociology of law, where and how it is taught 

today, some major contemporary debates and emergent research agendas.  

 

1030- 1130: Group discussions theme 1:  Litigation, legal consciousness and social change 

in the global legal field:  How do we explain the outcome and the (non)impact of law reform, 

litigation and the emergence new legal actors? 

  How can an understanding of legal consciousness help   

 How can the ‘semi-autonomous social field’ concept help explan the same question?  

 How do the ‘haves always come out ahead’ thesis work as explanatory factor in legal 

systems other than the US? 

 

1130-1200:  Plenary discussion 

 

1200-1230: Lunch 

 

1230-1315: Group discussions theme 2:  Legal pluralism and the quantification/datafication 

of law: What are the utility of the legal pluralism concept for doctrinal legal analysis? What 

are the opportunities and pitfalls with respect to the quantification and datafication of law, 

legal structures and notions of legality? 



 

1315-1345: Plenary discussion 

 

1345-1430: Writing using multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives: how can 

I use all of this in my dissertation?  Group discussion based on handout with questions 

 

1430-1500: Plenary and sum up. Reflections on learning outcomes.  

 


