
Day 2: November 22, 09:00- 15:00 

Legal history 

 

General outline  

This seminar is based upon the assumption that the notion of temporality represents a fruitful 

dimension on one’s PhD-text.  By engaging in-group discussions on the various dimensions of 

temporality offered by the readings, the participants will gain a greater insight into the role and 

relevance of time and chronology for their dissertation work. The participants will also obtain 

a greater understanding of how interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary collaborations with legal 

historians can enhance their own research. 

 

 

 

Proposed schedule  

0930-1100: Introduction – State of disciplinary play. Clarifications about program, essay 

requirements (Sandvik) 

What kind of legal histories? A short introduction to temporality and law (Dag Michalsen) 

 The fundamental temporal approach to law: historical, contemporary and future  

 The temporality of the legal material: the age of legal sources, the character of temporality 

of the legal discipline 

 “Law and society” – consequences of the notion of legal change   

 The temporality of legal dogmatic, legal theory: what does the history of the discipline 

mean to your legal argumentation?  

 The temporality of legal concepts  

 The many legal Meta histories that are around //The grand theories: Natural law, Common 

law, Civil law, Rule of law, etc  

 The importance of the history of legal institutions  

 The history and future of legal profession  

 The legal past as rhetorical category  

 

1100- 1200: Group discussions theme 1: Methodology: What is time in legal scholarship?  

This question can be asked in multiple ways, directed at yourself as an academic writer, at 

your project, or your material etc.  

 The aim of the PhD-project – does it involve specific elements of temporality?  

 The material of the project - the norm material, empirical material, value components?  

 The methodical character of the PhD-project, being ways of interpretations, systematic 

approaches    

 The relationship between the PhD project and neighboring legal and social disciplines 

 All science is time bound. How does contemporary society and contemporary concerns 

form your work and the ways that you work?  

 

1200-1230: Lunch 

 



1230-1330:  Plenary discussion 

 

1330-1430: Writing using multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives: how can 

I use all of this in my dissertation?  Group discussion  

 

1430-1500: Plenary and sum up. Reflections on learning outcomes.  

 


