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JUS5260/JUR1260 – English Law of Contract 

The language of examination for this course is English: students may answer in English ONLY, answers in 
any other language than English will be given a F (F for fail). 

 
Read carefully the following instructions: 

Master students only:  Please answer both of the following questions.  Each of the questions will be given 

equal weight in the marking of the answers. 

Bachelor students only: Please answer only question 1. 

 

1. In June 2012, William Whitehall (WW), the owner of a block of seven apartments in central London 

engaged his son-in-law Chris Crane (CC), a building contractor, to add two new storeys to the building, 

thereby bringing the total number of apartments to nine.  William Whitehall himself lives in one of the 

apartments and leases out the other six.  WW’s plan was to have the two new apartments ready for lease 

by December 2013.  The terms of the contract with CC stipulated that the two new apartments were to be 

completed fully furnished by 1 December 2013 for £4 million. 

After 9 months, the building of the apartments had fallen behind schedule.  The problems were partly due 

to mismanagement by CC and partly due to labour shortages that entailed difficulties in attracting sufficient 

numbers of labourers to work on the construction project.  CC realized by then that, in a tight labour 

market, the sum of £4 million will be too low for him to be able to make a profit and at the same time to 

offer sufficiently high levels of pay to possible sub-contractors and other workmen to entice them to work 

on the project.  CC informed WW of his problems and stated that he will not be able to complete the two 

apartments by the agreed date unless WW paid him an extra £1 million.  WW had already entered into an 

agreement to lease the eighth floor apartment as from 1 January 2014.  With regards to the ninth floor 

apartment, WW was on the verge of entering into a very lucrative and long-term (10-year) lease agreement 

which WW feared he will lose if the apartment was not finished on time.  WW therefore informed CC that 

he will pay the extra amount requested, on the condition that the two apartments were completed by the 

originally agreed date. 
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CC completed the two apartments on 3 December 2013 and claimed the extra £1 million.  WW refused to 

pay the extra amount. 

Advise WW of his legal position and what remedies, if any, he may have. 

 

2. Discuss the validity of the following claim: “The doctrine of frustration is merely an excuse for 

people to escape from a contract because things have not turned out as they expected”.  

 

 

***** 

 

Sensuren faller mandag 6 januar klokken 15.00. Kontroller på StudWeb eller ta kontakt med Infosenteret på 22 85 95 00. 

Kandidatene har rett til en redegjørelse for sensurvedtaket ved henvendelse til sensorene innen en uke etter sensur. 

Kontaktinformasjon for sensorer finnes på Fakultetets nettsider. Du kan også ta kontakt med infosenteret. Klagefristen er tre uker 

etter sensur. 

The result of the exams will be announced on Monday 6 January, at 15.00 hours. You can check the results in the StudWeb, or by 

contacting the Information Centre, phone 22 85 95 00.  

After the exam results are announced, candidates have the right to be informed of the grounds for the result as long as a request is 

made within one week of the announcement. The names and contact information of the examiners can be found on the Faculty’s 

website, or by contacting the Information Centre. The deadline for appeal is three weeks after the announcement of the results 

Oslo, 10.12.2013 


