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+ 
INTRODUCTION 

 Parties 

 

 

 

 Country of Origin: Ukraine 

 Cause of Flight: Ill-treatment due to religion 

 The Case doesn’t explain how she fled and what 

happened between 2000 and 2005 

27-year-old Ukraine 
National 

Refugee Protection 
Officer 



+ 
FACTS 

 Which court has processed the case? 

 Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), independent 

administrative tribunal 

Process of Claim for Refugee Protection  

                               (Parliament of Canada) 



+ 
FACTS 

 What Happened? 

 XXX is Jewish Ukraine 

 XXX experienced different kinds of harassments 

 

 Types of Harassments she experienced 

 Harassed at school 

 Discriminated at the job market 

 Received threatening letters, graffiti and phone calls 

 Attacked several times in the streets 

 Ended up in the hospital two times 

 Ignored by the police 



+ 
THE LEGAL ISSUES 

 Is XXX a refugee under the Convention? 

 Referred from Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, 

S.C. 2001, c.96. 

“A Convention refugee is a person who, by reason of a well-founded fear 

of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a 

particular social group or political opinion, (…)” 

 The wording is similar to Convention 

“A refugee is someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their 

country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for 

reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group, or political opinion” 

 Does XXX have a well-founded fear of persecution in 

the future? 



+ 
THE LEGAL ISSUES 

 The claimant’s identity as Jewish in both Ukraine and 

Canada is established 

 

 Clear religion ground – Not a mixed case 

 

 Nationality? 

Religion 



+ 
THE LEGAL ISSUES 

Objective 

Tendency in Communities for 
discrimination and 
harassment to Jews 

Nationalists in the 
Government 

Police officials do not react 
properly to complaints of ill-
treatments 

Country- and human rights 
documents refer to assaults on 
Jewish individuals and places 

Subjective 

XXX states that she will be 
killed if she returns to Ukraine  

  Harassed at school 

 Discrimination at the job 
market 

Received threatening letters, 
graffiti and phone calls 

Attacked several times in 
the streets 

Ended up in the hospital 
two times 

Ignored by the police 

Well-founded Fear of Persecution 



+ 
THE LEGAL ISSUES 

 

 The judge seems to be more convinced by the 

objective arguments than the subjective arguments 

because of the severe situation in Ukraine at the time 

of decision 

 

Credibility 
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THE LEGAL ISSUES 

 Can the country, Ukraine, protect her from 

persecution? 

    NO  The anti-Semitist ideology can be found even 

     on government level 

 

 Out of five criteria in Act, well-founded fear and 

persecution are met 

 

Country Protection 



+ 
ANALYSIS 

 Issue of Precedence? 

 Can the case establish a precedence for Jewish people 

who has experienced some harassment in their country 

of origin with right to asylum in Canada? 

 

 Is the case fair? 

 Yes. But we think it could have been more in detail  

  In first instance 

  Board decision, not a court   

 



+ 
CONCLUSION 

 

The claimant, XXX, was granted refugee 

status (her claim was accepted) 
 

Sources of cases: 

 Interview and testimony 

 Country reports on Human Rights 
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Situation in Ukraine 


