
Subjects of international law
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 States
 International organizations (IOs)
 Individuals
 Multinational corporations
 Other non-state actors



Case study: Palestinian state
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 Read the following Opinion:
http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/238962-

final-pdf-plo-statehood-opinionr-arb.html
 What is the significance of self-determination in 

this case?
 Who can represent the Palestinians?
 Do the Palestinians have a right to establish a 

state? What are the requirements for a state to be 
established?

 What is the effect of recognition by other states?
 What are the possibilities for UN membership?

http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/238962-final-pdf-plo-statehood-opinionr-arb.html�
http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/238962-final-pdf-plo-statehood-opinionr-arb.html�


Statehood in international law

 What is a state?
 Territory
 Population
 Governing structures
 Independence
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Declaration on Friendly Relations (1970)

’Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be 
construed as authorizing or encouraging any action 
which would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the
territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and 
independent States conducting themselves in 
compliance with the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples as described above and thus
possessed of a government representing the whole
people belonging to the territory without distinction as 
to race, creed or colour.’



State sovereignty
 The principle of state sovereignty
 Sovereignty at the external level
 Sovereignty and jurisdiction
 Territorial jurisdiction
 Personal jurisdiction
 Extra-territorial jurisdiction
 The universality principle
 The effects principle
 The protective principle
 The passive personality principle

 Privileges and immunities
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The law of the sea
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 Flag state and coastal jurisdiction
 ’The tragedy of the commons’
 Coastal state jurisdiction
 Internal waters
 The territorial sea
 The contiguous zone
 200-mile zones
 The continental shelf
 The outer limit of the continental shelf
 Maritime delimitation



Coastal state zones
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200-mile zones
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Jan Mayen delimitation
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Norwegian and Russian claims
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Norway/Russia delimitation
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International organizations (IOs)
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 The legal basis for IOs
 Different kinds of international institutions

IOs, treaty bodies, soft law cooperation
 The powers of IOs
 Objective international personality
 The legitimacy of IOs



Individuals
 Substantive rights
 International human rights
 Other individual rights

 Procedural rights
 Individuals as subjects for obligations
 International criminal law
 International legal capacity
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Multinational corporations
 Substantive rights
 Procedural rights
 Companies as subjects for obligations
 International criminal law
 International legal capacity

Other non-state actors
 NGOs
 Business organizations
 Insurgents
 National liberation movements
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