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Resources & Blogs
• Resources: ICJ https://www.icj-cij.org/en

• UN Security Council: https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/

• UN General Assembly: https://www.un.org/en/ga/

• UN Secretary-General: https://www.un.org/sg/en

• South Centre: https://www.southcentre.int/

• G77: https://www.g77.org/

• Web source and Blogs: The Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public 
International Law http://opil.ouplaw.com/home/EPIL EJIL: Talk! 
https://www.ejiltalk.org/ , Opinio Juris http://opiniojuris.org/ , Lawfare
http://lawfareblog.com/ ,  Just Security https://www.justsecurity.org/, 
IntlLawGrrls2  https://ilg2.org/, ASIL Insights: 
https://www.asil.org/insights, UN video lectures on international law: 
http://legal.un.org/avl/ls/lectures.html
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Historical Development of International Law

• De Vitoria ius inter gentes law between nations

• Vasquez ius inter principes del populos liberos law of nations

• De Suarez ius, quod omnes populi et gentes variae inter se servare debent, 
law which all different peoples and nations should use between themselves

• Grotius ius inter civitates, law between civilized nations and ius quod inter
populos plures aut populorem rectores intercedit, law which regulates legal 
relations among different peoples according to the people

• Cancado Trindade- New Jus Gentium- respond to social needs and 
aspirations of the international community and humankind- places the
human being at the core, not the state



The Line in International Law

• In 1634 Medici Lines of Tropic of Cancer and Meridian of Ferro separate the 
sphere of reason from that of force, beyond the lines the road of hostility began.

• Barlaus: There is no sin beyond the equator, as though the line dividing the globe 
also separated virtue  and vice from one another. 

•

• No peace treaty binding beyond the equator.  Maintenance of Peaceful Balance 
of power between old states of Europe, not new states.

• State of Nature v. State of Society

• Consider North/South and East/West divisions within international law and policy 
at present



Baylis, Smith & Owens

• Realism- the state is the main actor in international affairs, 
sovereignty is the key trait, focus on the use of force (Weber- state= 
the monopoloy of the legitimate use of physical force within a given 
territory»)  Hobbes, people trade liberty for security, enable civil
society.  Seek order and security at the international level.

• Realists consider balance of power to be essential to preserving the
liberty of states

• Structural realism- states are security maximizers or states are power
maximizers- zero sum game, survival focus

• How to confront global challenges like climate change?  What about
powerful actors beyond the state?



Baylis, Smith & Owens

• Liberalism- equality of citizens, civil rights- freedom of expression, religion, 
and property, legislature is the legtimate authority, in favor of free-market, 
free trade

• Project values of order, liberty, justice, toleration, self-restratint, 
moderation, compromise, democratic peace as a public good in 
international affairs

• Need national and international institutions to protect liberal values and 
promote cooperation- network with NGOs, TNCs, etc.

• Pro- intervention v. Non-intervention
• Universal community, interdependence, pluralism
• Problem of democratic regression, peacebuilding as imperlialism, global 

institutions challenged, new institutions rising



Baylis, Smith & Owens

• Social Constructivism- identify actors, identities, interests, ideas are
structural factors of international affairs,  Human action is responsibile for  
stability and change

• Normative structures construct identities, interests, and practices of
political actors, shape beliefs, practices, sense of legitimacy, actors follow
rules.  World is made through action

• Power is the production of identies, interest and meanings that limit the
ability of actors to control their fate.

• World is socially constructed, states are socialized
• Human Rights, Responsibility to Protect, Sovereignty and its Execeptions, 

Environment/Climate Change obligations
• Norms are diffused through external pressure, symbolic legitimacy, norms 

have a life cycle



Wilhelm G.Grewe

• The character of modern international law, and its transformations, 
depend upon the structure of the modern State system and the 
changing political groupings which have developed within that 
system. . .

• Permanent diplomacy is a characteristic of the modern state system, 
Andreas: «Hand in Hand the theory and practice of the balance of 
power gradually advances»



Wilhelm G.Grewe

• In the Middle Ages, emperors and popes, princes, etc. maintained 
relations (including trade) with the infidels, concluded treaties with 
them and treated them as legitimate adversaries in armed conflict, 
iusti hostes.  The idea of maintaining a minimum standard of 
international legal relations with the infidels on the basis of natural 
law, which was generally recognised as binding for all peoples, 
corresponded broadly to the practical needs of commercial 
intercourse in the Mediterranean world.



Venezuela- Regional Responses

• UNASUR to be replaced by PROSUR

• Mercosur, suspend Venezuela,  Argentina requests ICC to investigate Maduro for 
CAH, consider Inter American Democratic Charter

• Lima Group- The Foreign Ministers and Representatives of Argentina, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, 
Paraguay and Peru, meeting in the city of Lima, on 8 August 2017, to address the 
critical situation in Venezuela and explore ways to contribute to the restoration of 
democracy in that country through a peaceful and negotiated solution

• OAS Permanent Council Resolution February 2018 to support measures that 
allow the return to democratic order and social peace through the effective 
exercise of democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law within the 
constitutional framework of Venezuela and consistent with its international 
obligations and commitments

• 19 votes in favor, 5 against, 8 abstentions and 2 absences, 
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The UN Security Council examined the situation in Venezuela in January 2019 and there was a 
interesting exchange of views by states on sovereignty, non-intervention, and regional or sub-
regional peace zones.

• Russia: Russia cannot support the attempts by our American colleagues to discuss situation in 
Venezuela, the internal situation is not an item on the agenda- no external threats- Venezuela 
does not represent a threat to peace and security, if anything does represents a threat to peace it 
is the shameless and aggressive actions of the United States and their allies aimed at the ouster 
of the legitimately elected president of Venezuela, in breach of all norms  of international law, this 
is an attempt by Washington to engineer a coup d’etat. Call for procedural vote. Call for 
Discussion on violation of 2(4) threat to peace and security. The Security Council should consider 
threat to Venezuela.

• Mike Pompeo, Secretary of State USA: The focus of the UN Security Council is to safeguard 
international peace and security. The Maduro regime oppressed its people for years has violated 
peace and security, forcing millions to flee to access basic Food and water, overwhelmed to 
address basic human need. People languish without food and humanitarian assistance.  OAS 
passed resolution refused to recognize Maduro and called for further attention to address the 
suffering of the Venezuelan people.  Letter from Almagro.  Article 54 described destabilizing 
impact of situation in region. We support Juan Gaido to bring constitutional order, regional 
security, hold elections.  We need to support the Venezuelan people

• Vote called. In favor of the adoption of the situation in Venezuela 9, Against  4, Abstentions 2

• Provisional agenda adopted



UN Security Council January 2019

• China: Call upon parties in Venezuela to stay rational and keep calm-
interest of country seek political solution through peaceful  dialogue 
within framework of the constitution.  China supports the position to 
uphold sovereignty, independence, and stability.  We must abide by 
the principles of UN Charter- non-interference in internal affairs, 
mutual respect, sovereignty, and non use of threat to use force.  The 
situation in Venezuela is domestic, it is not threat to peace an 
security.  Venezuelan affairs must be decided by the Venezuelan 
people.  The international community can create favorable conditions 
for this.  China is committed to the UN Charter- sovereignty, 
independence, territorial intergriyt, non-interference in internal 
affairs.



Security Council

• Russia: The use of preventive diplomacy is excellent, or course it is better to prevent a 
crisis than to resolve it. But Germany has a strange way of proposing prevention of this 
crisis by putting forward an absurd ultimatum of an election.  You completely disregard 
sovereignty of Venezuelan, impose decisions that you prefer, reject right of people to 
resolve their own problems by themselves. You are not calling  for the political force of 
Venezuela to find a common understanding for peace, nor are you calling for the 
legitimate authorities find an peaceful solution.  When you call upon them to 
acknowledge defeat and transfer power, you are not doing prevention, it is called 
incitement.

• How would you feel if Russia called for discussion in the SC of the situation in France to 
discuss the yellow vests (20,000 people in the streets)?  I can assure you that we are not 
going to do this. Would that be prevention? We call for respect to legitimate authority, 
do not to interfere with domestic situation, not to impose on Venezuela solutions from 
outside, to help them resolve situations peacefully themselves.

• Germany: Russia does not mention 3.3 million people who fled Venezuela.



Security Council January 2019
• Venezuela; We thank Mike Pompeo, in the face of failure at the OAS, they did not 

have the weight to impose a resolution, they turned to the UN Security Council.  
We thought to appeal to address the blatant interference.  The US is in the 
vanguard of the coup d’etat- it is dictating the orders to not only to Venezuela 
opposition and satellite governments in region and in Europe and other parts of 
the world.  We have proof in social media, tweets- calls to security forces, to the 
Army to take position against legitimate authorities against the constitutional 
government by Pompeo and Pence- they gave the green light to a coup d’etat. If 
we look at the Constitution article 133, where is the legality there? Look at UN 
Charter- are we setting aside international relations in international law and 
replacing it with international relations based on  use of force and 
instrumentalizing of international institutions to achieve this goal for this?  Where 
in the UN Charter does it recognize self-proclamation, not elected by anyone-
Trump announced sanctions and had nerve to denounce Venezuela.  How is it 
possible that a president that threatened use of force against Venezuela, how is it 
that he was not challenged by entities of multilateralism. . . .Venezuela upolds
Constitution and UN Charter-the name of the president is Maduro.  No power can 
dictate to the people its destiny.



Security Council January 2019
• St. Vincent and the Grenadines:  SV adheres to and upholds principles of non-interference, non- intervention in affairs of state 

respect for sovereignty, adherence to the rule of law, respect for human rights and democracy as enshrined in UN Charter.  
Cognizant of the longstanding crisis  exacerbated by recent events in Venezuela, we stress the need for meaningful dialogue 
among all stakeholders in the country to deescalate the contentious and conflictive situation.  Undoubtedly we are living in an 
unpredictable era must categorically reject all attempts to aggravate dangerous situations, or engender change of democratically
elected leaders through impositions, interventions, and interferences that bear away from the basis of lasting peace and security.  
In the history of LA and the Caribbean the imposition of the mighty against the meek is far too well known, the history of LA and 
the Caribbean is indelibly scarred by military interventions and imposition of dictator governments, that egregious history and the 
need to triumph over its lingering remnants drives the countries in the hemisphere to be viscerally abhorrent to any semblance of 
its reemergence.  In our Caribbean sub-region we have witnessed the urgent fury of military intervention and our consciousness 
remains aware of the uninvited and illegal interference in election processes of the  cold war proxy battles

• Let us not lose sight of the forest for trees mindful that the region of LA and Caribbean remains a zone of peace. As declared by 
the heads of government CARICOM in 2014.  Let not Venezuela live through the systematic act of  terror and bloodshed of April 
2002.

• Regrets meeting today emerges through backdrop unambiguous irony, Venezuela has a duly elected government, regrettably, an 
unconscionable  crusade orchestrated against the legally constitutionally  government from the bowels of the OAS, the oldest 
hemispheric organization aims to erect unilaterally and extraterritorially a parallel unelected government. And destabilization of 
order and the rule of law in Venezuela

• Presently, the OAS has abdicated its role of arbiter and any serious leadership responsibility  in the hemisphere to diffuse an 
impasse. Revisiting its deplorable history  as a conduit for imperialist aggression  and unilateralism, hegemonic ambition in LA and 
the Caribbean.  Thankfully states within have not abandoned dialogue.  Mexico and Uruguay willing to mediate.  The Caribbean 
community and EU offer to facilitate good offices.  SV supports these initiatives.  Venezuela is not a threat to international peace 
and security. The government is subject to systematic aggression. Follow the national constitution

• SV stands ready to constructively assist  and bring about rapprochement between contending forces. We must not foreclose 
dialogue which is essential in multilateral diplomacy. History teaches us that rejection of dialogue is often precursor to 
unilateralism and war. An option that we cannot countenance in our zone of peace.  Let us be guided by the central tenants of
the Charter and this Organization.



Group Work

• Group 1: Analyze the Declaration by Russia and China on the Promotion of
International Law 

• Analyze the Group of 77 Ministerial Declaration
• Group 2: paras 1-45
• Group 3: paras: 46-87
• Group 4: paras 88- 131
• Group 5: paras 132-172
• Group 6: paras. 173-214
• Identify core principles/rules which are underscored, what status do they

have, which institutions are highlighted, which regime of international law
(human rights, environment, trade, counter-terrorism), which challenges
are identified? 


