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EKSAMEN I JURIDISKE VALGEMNER  

HØST 2015 

Dato: Torsdag 3. desember 2015 

Tid: Kl. 10:00 – 14:00 

 

JUS5540 – Public International Law 

The language of examination for this course is English: students may answer in English ONLY, answers in 

any other language than English will be given  a F (F for fail). 

Please read the news reports and answer the questions referring to legal instruments, cases, practical 

examples, theory, and academic literature (including text books, articles, and blogs).  Please refer to the 

instruments in the annex.  Good Luck! 

BBC News:  The Syrian civil war between opponents and supporters of President Assad’s regime has 

resulted 250,000 killed by August 2015, according to activists and the UN.  The conflict is now more than 

just a battle between those for or against President Assad. It has acquired sectarian overtones, pitching the 

country's Sunni majority against the president's Shia Alawite sect, and drawn in neighbouring countries and 

world powers. The rise of the jihadist groups, including Islamic State, has added a further dimension.  

The Islamic State(IS)/Daesh is a violent Islamist group which controls large parts of Syria and Iraq. It has 

declared its territory a caliphate - a state governed in accordance with Islamic law - under its leader Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi.  

It demands allegiance from all Muslims, rejects national borders and seeks to expand its territory. It follows 

its own extreme version of Sunni Islam and regards non-believers as deserving of death. 

IS projects a powerful image, partly through propaganda and sheer brutality, and is the world's richest 

insurgent group. It has about 30,000 fighters and has been declared a “common enemy of all mankind”. 

On 13 November 2015, Daesh/ISIS struck Paris with three simultaneous terrorist attacks.  According to the 

New York Times: “It is an act of war that was committed by a terrorist army, a jihadist army, Daesh, against 

France,” President François Hollande told the nation from the Élysée Palace, using an Arabic acronym for 

the Islamic State. “It is an act of war that was prepared, organized and planned from abroad, with 

complicity from the inside, which the investigation will help establish.”   

The Associated Press reported: “France made an unprecedented demand for its European Union allies to 

support its military action against the Islamic State group as it launched new airstrikes on the militants' 

Syrian stronghold, days after attacks in Paris linked to the group killed at least 129 people.  France invoked 

a never-before-used article of the EU's Lisbon Treaty obliging members of the 28-nation bloc to give "aid 
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and assistance by all the means in their power" to a member country that is "the victim of armed 

aggression on its territory." French Defense Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said EU partners could help "either 

by taking part in France's operations in Syria or Iraq, or by easing the load or providing support for France in 

other operations."  On 17 November 2015, for the first time, defence ministers of the 28 member states of 

the European Union unanimously decided to activate the “mutual defence clause” of the Lisbon Treaty. 

Reuters:  

French President Francois Hollande called on the international community on Wednesday to set aside their 

sometimes diverging national interests and join a grand coalition against hardline militant group Islamic 

State. "We must form a vast coalition, to hit Daesh decisively," Hollande told an assembly of city mayors 

using the Arabic acronym for Islamic State. "The international community must rally around that spirit. I 

know very well that each country doesn't have the same interests," he added.  

BBC News: The Russian Federation argues that the Assad government in Syria has invited Russian forces to 

engage IS in Syria.  It is not clear that the beleaguered authorities in Damascus still have the authority to 

invite in foreign forces.  Moreover, at least until the terrorist attack against the Russian airliner over Egypt, 

the Russian air attacks appeared to target the opposition to Assad, rather than IS. Western governments 

also depend on an invitation, although one issued by Iraq. Baghdad argues that IS is using Syrian territory as 

a safe haven and it can only defeat them on home soil if that also happens in Syria. 

The UN Security Council issued Resolution 2249 (2015), declaring that IS actions in Syria constitute "a global 

and unprecedented threat to international peace and security".  This document is contained in your annex. 

Question: You are a legal advisor for the Norwegian Ministry of Defence.  You have been asked to draft a 

memo explaining whether and to what extent Norway’s potential provision of support for France’s 

military operations would be justified according to international law.   

Your memo should discuss the following issues: 

Whether support to France’s actions against Islamic State/Da’esh would fall under individual or 

collective self-defense under the Charter of the United Nations and customary international 

law; although Norway is not a member of the European Union, the Minister of Defense would 

like you to assess this question under the EU Treaty as well.     

Whether the terrorist assault in Paris amounts to an “armed attack” as construed under 

international law and international legal practice.   

Finally, you are also asked to explain whether provision of operational support to France’s 

military activities against Da’esh would violate norms relating to non-intervention and state 

sovereignty vis-a-vis Syria. 

 

 

http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12132.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12132.doc.htm
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*** 

Sensuren faller onsdag 6. januar klokken 15.00. Kontroller på StudWeb eller ta kontakt med Infosenteret på 22 85 95 

00. Kandidatene har rett til en redegjørelse for sensurvedtaket ved henvendelse til sensorene innen en uke etter 

sensur. Kontaktinformasjon for sensorer finnes på Fakultetets nettsider. Du kan også ta kontakt med infosenteret. 

Klagefristen er tre uker etter sensur. 

The result of the exams will be announced on Wednesday 6 January, at 15.00 hours. You can check the results in the 

StudWeb, or by contacting the Information Centre, phone 22 85 95 00.  After the exam results are announced, 

candidates have the right to be informed of the grounds for the result as long as a request is made within one week of 

the announcement. The names and contact information of the examiners can be found on the Faculty’s website, or by 

contacting the Information Centre. The deadline for appeal is three weeks after the announcement of the results. 

 

Oslo, 03.12.2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Det juridiske fakultet 
Universitetet i Oslo 

Side 4 av 24 

 

ANNEX (selections from 7 instruments): 

1) Treaty of the European Union (Lisbon Treaty) 

Article 42 

7. If a Member State is the victim of armed aggression on its territory, the other Member States shall have 

towards it an obligation of aid and assistance by all the means in their power, in accordance with Article 51 

of the United Nations Charter. This shall not prejudice the specific character of the security and defence 

policy of certain Member States. 

Commitments and cooperation in this area shall be consistent with commitments under the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organisation, which, for those States which are members of it, remains the foundation of their 

collective defence and the forum for its implementation. 

 

2) Charter of the United Nations  

 Chapter I 

Purposes and Principles 

Article 1 

 The Purposes of the United Nations are: 

1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective collective measures for 

the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other 

breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of 

justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations which might 

lead to a breach of the peace; 

2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace; 

3. To achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or 

humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental 

freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and 

4. To be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common ends. 
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Article 2 

The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act in accordance 

with the following Principles. 

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members. 

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall 

fulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the present Charter. 

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that 

international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered. 

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the 

territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 

Purposes of the United Nations. 

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it takes in accordance with the 

present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance to any state against which the United Nations is 

taking preventive or enforcement action. 

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the United Nations act in 

accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance of international peace 

and security. 

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters 

which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or shall require the Members to submit 

such matters to settlement under the present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application 

of enforcement measures under Chapter VII. 

Article 33 

 1. The parties to any dispute, the continuance of which is likely to endanger the maintenance of 

international peace and security, shall, first of all, seek a solution by negotiation, enquiry, mediation, 

conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or other peaceful 

means of their own choice. 

2. The Security Council shall, when it deems necessary, call upon the parties to settle their dispute by such 

means. 
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Chapter VII 

Action With Respect to Threats to the Peace, Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression 

Article 39 

The Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of 

aggression and shall make recommendations, or decide what measures shall be taken in accordance with 

Articles 41 and 42, to maintain or restore international peace and security. 

Article 40 

In order to prevent an aggravation of the situation, the Security Council may, before making the 

recommendations or deciding upon the measures provided for in Article 39, call upon the parties 

concerned to comply with such provisional measures as it deems necessary or desirable. Such provisional 

measures shall be without prejudice to the rights, claims, or position of the parties concerned. The Security 

Council shall duly take account of failure to comply with such provisional measures. 

Article 41 

The Security Council may decide what measures not involving the use of armed force are to be employed to 

give effect to its decisions, and it may call upon the Members of the United Nations to apply such 

measures. These may include complete or partial interruption of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, 

postal, telegraphic, radio, and other means of communication, and the severance of diplomatic relations. 

Article 42 

Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be inadequate or have 

proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land forces as may be necessary to maintain 

or restore international peace and security. Such action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other 

operations by air, sea, or land forces of Members of the United Nations. 

Article 48 

 1. The action required to carry out the decisions of the Security Council for the maintenance of 

international peace and security shall be taken by all the Members of the United Nations or by some of 

them, as the Security Council may determine. 

2. Such decisions shall be carried out by the Members of the United Nations directly and through their 

action in the appropriate international agencies of which they are members. 

 

 

Article 49 
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 The Members of the United Nations shall join in affording mutual assistance in carrying out the measures 

decided upon by the Security Council. 

Article 50 

If preventive or enforcement measures against any state are taken by the Security Council, any other state, 

whether a Member of the United Nations or not, which finds itself confronted with special economic 

problems arising from the carrying out of those measures shall have the right to consult the Security 

Council with regard to a solution of those problems. 

Article 51 

Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense if an 

armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures 

necessary to maintain international peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this 

right of self-defense shall be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect 

the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time such 

action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and security. 

Article 52 

 

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes the existence of regional arrangements or agencies for dealing 

with such matters relating to the maintenance of international peace and security as are appropriate for 

regional action, provided that such arrangements or agencies and their activities are consistent with the 

Purposes and Principles of the United Nations. 

 

2. The Members of the United Nations entering into such arrangements or constituting such agencies shall 

make every effort to achieve pacific settlement of local disputes through such regional arrangements or by 

such regional agencies before referring them to the Security Council. 

 

3. The Security Council shall encourage the development of pacific settlement of local disputes through 

such regional arrangements or by such regional agencies either on the initiative of the states concerned or 

by reference from the Security Council. 

. This Article in no way impairs the application of Articles 34 and 35. 

Article 53 

 1. The Security Council shall, where appropriate, utilize such regional arrangements or agencies for 

enforcement action under its authority. But no enforcement action shall be taken under regional 
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arrangements or by regional agencies without the authorization of the Security Council, with the exception 

of measures against any enemy state, as defined in paragraph 2 of this Article, provided for pursuant to 

Article 107 or in regional arrangements directed against renewal of aggressive policy on the part of any 

such state, until such time as the Organization may, on request of the Governments concerned, be charged 

with the responsibility for preventing further aggression by such a state. 

 

2. The term enemy state as used in paragraph 1 of this Article applies to any state which during the Second 

World War has been an enemy of any signatory of the present Charter. 

 

Article 54 

The Security Council shall at all times be kept fully informed of activities undertaken or in contemplation 

under regional arrangements or by regional agencies for the maintenance of international peace and 

security. 

3) UN Security Council Resolution 2249 (2015): 

“The Security Council, 

“Reaffirming its resolutions 1267 (1999), 1368 (2001), 1373 (2001), 1618 (2005), 1624 (2005), 2083 (2012), 

2129 (2013), 2133 (2014), 2161 (2014), 2170 (2014), 2178 (2014), 2195 (2014), 2199 (2015) and 2214 

(2015), and its relevant presidential statements, 

“Reaffirming the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, 

“Reaffirming its respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence and unity of all States in 

accordance with purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, 

“Reaffirming that terrorism in all forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to 

international peace and security and that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable regardless of 

their motivations, whenever and by whomsoever committed, 

“Determining that, by its violent extremist ideology, its terrorist acts, its continued gross systematic and 

widespread attacks directed against civilians, abuses of human rights and violations of international 

humanitarian law, including those driven on religious or ethnic ground, its eradication of cultural heritage 

and trafficking of cultural property, but also its control over significant parts and natural resources across 

Iraq and Syria and its recruitment and training of foreign terrorist fighters whose threat affects all regions 

and Member States, even those far from conflict zones, the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also 

known as Da’esh), constitutes a global and unprecedented threat to international peace and security, 
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“Recalling that the Al-Nusrah Front (ANF) and all other individuals, groups, undertakings and entities 

associated with Al-Qaida also constitute a threat to international peace and security, 

 

“Determined to combat by all means this unprecedented threat to international peace and security, 

“Noting the letters dated 25 June 2014 and 20 September 2014 from the Iraqi authorities which state that 

Da’esh has established a safe haven outside Iraq’s borders that is a direct threat to the security of the Iraqi 

people and territory, 

“Reaffirming that Member States must ensure that any measures taken to combat terrorism comply with 

all their obligations under international law, in particular international human rights, refugee and 

humanitarian law; 

“Reiterating that the situation will continue to deteriorate further in the absence of a political solution to 

the Syria conflict and emphasizing the need to implement the Geneva communiqué of 30 June 2012 

endorsed as Annex II of its resolution 2118 (2013), the joint statement on the outcome of the multilateral 

talks on Syria in Vienna of 30 October 2015 and the statement of the International Syria Support Group 

(ISSG) of 14 November 2015, 

“1.   Unequivocally condemns in the strongest terms the horrifying terrorist attacks perpetrated by ISIL also 

known as Da’esh which took place on 26 June 2015 in Sousse, on 10 October 2015 in Ankara, on 31 October 

2015 over Sinaï, on 12 November 2015 in Beirut and on 13 November 2015 in Paris, and all other attacks 

perpetrated by ISIL also known as Da’esh, including hostage-taking and killing, and notes it has the 

capability and intention to carry out further attacks and regards all such acts of terrorism as a threat to 

peace and security; 

“2.   Expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims and their families and to the people 

and Governments of Tunisia, Turkey, Russian Federation, Lebanon and France, and to all Governments 

whose citizens were targeted in the above mentioned attacks and all other victims of terrorism;“3.      

Condemns also in the strongest terms the continued gross, systematic and widespread abuses of human 

rights and violations of humanitarian law, as well as barbaric acts of destruction and looting of cultural 

heritage carried out by ISIL also known as Da’esh; 

“4.   Reaffirms that those responsible for committing or otherwise responsible for terrorist acts, violations 

of international humanitarian law or violations or abuses of human rights must be held accountable; 

“5.   Calls upon Member States that have the capacity to do so to take all necessary measures, in 

compliance with international law, in particular with the United Nations Charter, as well as international 

human rights, refugee and humanitarian law, on the territory under the control of ISIL also known as 

Da’esh, in Syria and Iraq, to redouble and coordinate their efforts to prevent and suppress terrorist acts 

committed specifically by ISIL also known as Da’esh as well as ANF, and all other individuals, groups, 

undertakings, and entities associated with Al-Qaida, and other terrorist groups, as designated by the United 
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Nations Security Council, and as may further be agreed by the International Syria Support Group (ISSG) and 

endorsed by the UN Security Council, pursuant to the statement of the International Syria Support Group 

(ISSG) of 14 November, and to eradicate the safe haven they have established over significant parts of Iraq 

and Syria; 

“6.   Urges Member States to intensify their efforts to stem the flow of foreign terrorist fighters to Iraq and 

Syria and to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorism, and urges all Members States to continue to 

fully implement the above-mentioned resolutions; 

“7.   Expresses its intention to swiftly update the 1267 committee sanctions list in order to better reflect the 

threat posed by ISIL also known as Da’esh; 

“8.   Decides to remain seized of the matter.” 

4) UN Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001): 

“The Security Council, 

“Reaffirming its resolutions 1269 (1999) of 19 October 1999 and 1368 (2001) of 12 September 2001, 

“Reaffirming also its unequivocal condemnation of the terrorist attacks which took place in New York, 

Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania on 11 September 2001, and expressing its determination to prevent all 

such acts, 

“Reaffirming further that such acts, like any act of international terrorism, constitute a threat to 

international peace and security, 

“Reaffirming the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence as recognized by the Charter of the 

United Nations as reiterated in resolution 1368 (2001), 

“Reaffirming the need to combat by all means, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, 

“Deeply concerned by the increase, in various regions of the world, of acts of terrorism motivated by 

intolerance or extremism, 

“Calling on States to work together urgently to prevent and suppress terrorist acts, including through 

increased cooperation and full implementation of the relevant international conventions relating to 

terrorism, 

“Recognizing the need for States to complement international cooperation by taking additional measures 

to prevent and suppress, in their territories through all lawful means, the financing and preparation of any 

acts of terrorism, 

“Reaffirming the principle established by the General Assembly in its declaration of October 1970 

(resolution 2625 (XXV)) and reiterated by the Security Council in its resolution 1189 (1998) of 13 August 
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1998, namely that every State has the duty to refrain from organizing, instigating, assisting or participating 

in terrorist acts in another State or acquiescing in organized activities within its territory directed towards 

the commission of such acts, 

“Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

“1.   Decides that all States shall: 

“(a)  Prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts; 

“(b)  Criminalize the wilful provision or collection, by any means, directly or indirectly, of funds by their 

nationals or in their territories with the intention that the funds should be used, or in the knowledge that 

they are to be used, in order to carry out terrorist acts; 

“(c)  Freeze without delay funds and other financial assets or economic resources of persons who commit, 

or attempt to commit, terrorist acts or participate in or facilitate the commission of terrorist acts; of 

entities owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such persons; and of persons and entities acting on 

behalf of, or at the direction of such persons and entities, including funds derived or generated from 

property owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such persons and associated persons and entities; 

“(d)  Prohibit their nationals or any persons and entities within their territories from making any funds, 

financial assets or economic resources or financial or other related services available, directly or indirectly, 

for the benefit of persons who commit or attempt to commit or facilitate or participate in the commission 

of terrorist acts, of entities owned or controlled, directly or indirectly, by such persons and of persons and 

entities acting on behalf of or at the direction of such persons; 

“2.   Decides also that all States shall: 

“(a)  Refrain from providing any form of support, active or passive, to entities or persons involved in 

terrorist acts, including by suppressing recruitment of members of terrorist groups and eliminating the 

supply of weapons to terrorists; 

“(b)  Take the necessary steps to prevent the commission of terrorist acts, including by provision of early 

warning to other States by exchange of information; 

“(c)  Deny safe haven to those who finance, plan, support, or commit terrorist acts, or provide safe havens; 

“(d)  Prevent those who finance, plan, facilitate or commit terrorist acts from using their respective 

territories for those purposes against other States or their citizens; 

“(e)  Ensure that any person who participates in the financing, planning, preparation or perpetration of 

terrorist acts or in supporting terrorist acts is brought to justice and ensure that, in addition to any other 

measures against them, such terrorist acts are established as serious criminal offences in domestic laws and 

regulations and that the punishment duly reflects the seriousness of such terrorist acts; 
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“(f)  Afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection with criminal investigations or 

criminal proceedings relating to the financing or support of terrorist acts, including assistance in obtaining 

evidence in their possession necessary for the proceedings; 

“(g)  Prevent the movement of terrorists or terrorist groups by effective border controls and controls on 

issuance of identity papers and travel documents, and through measures for preventing counterfeiting, 

forgery or fraudulent use of identity papers and travel documents; 

“3.   Calls upon all States to: 

“(a)  Find ways of intensifying and accelerating the exchange of operational information, especially 

regarding actions or movements of terrorist persons or networks; forged or falsified travel documents; 

traffic in arms, explosives or sensitive materials; use of communications technologies by terrorist groups; 

and the threat posed by the possession of weapons of mass destruction by terrorist groups; 

“(b)  Exchange information in accordance with international and domestic law and cooperate on 

administrative and judicial matters to prevent the commission of terrorist acts; 

“(c)  Cooperate, particularly through bilateral and multilateral arrangements and agreements, to prevent 

and suppress terrorist attacks and take action against perpetrators of such acts; 

“(d)  Become parties as soon as possible to the relevant international conventions and protocols relating to 

terrorism, including the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism of 9 

December 1999; 

“(e)  Increase cooperation and fully implement the relevant international conventions and protocols 

relating to terrorism and Security Council resolutions 1269 (1999) and 1368 (2001); 

“(g)  Ensure, in conformity with international law, that refugee status is not abused by the perpetrators, 

organizers or facilitators of terrorist acts, and that claims of political motivation are not recognized as 

grounds for refusing requests for the extradition of alleged terrorists; 

“4.   Notes with concern the close connection between international terrorism and transnational organized 

crime, illicit drugs, money-laundering, illegal arms-trafficking, and illegal movement of nuclear, chemical, 

biological and other potentially deadly materials, and in this regard emphasizes the need to enhance 

coordination of efforts on national, subregional, regional and international levels in order to strengthen a 

global response to this serious challenge and threat to international security; 

“5.   Declares that acts, methods, and practices of terrorism are contrary to the purposes and principles of 

the United Nations and that knowingly financing, planning and inciting terrorist acts are also contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations; 

“6.   Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional rules of procedure, a Committee of 

the Security Council, consisting of all the members of the Council, to monitor implementation of this 

resolution, with the assistance of appropriate expertise, and calls upon all States to report to the 
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Committee, no later than 90 days from the date of adoption of this resolution and thereafter according to a 

timetable to be proposed by the Committee, on the steps they have taken to implement this resolution; 

“7.   Directs the Committee to delineate its tasks, submit a work programme within 30 days of the adoption 

of this resolution, and to consider the support it requires, in consultation with the Secretary-General; 

“8.   Expresses its determination to take all necessary steps in order to ensure the full implementation of 

this resolution, in accordance with its responsibilities under the Charter; 

“9.   Decides to remain seized of this matter.” 

 

5) UN Security Council Resolution 1368 (2001) 

The Security Council, 

Reaffirming the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Determined to combat by all means threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, 

Recognizing the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence in accordance with the Charter, 

1. Unequivocally condemns in the strongest terms the horrifying terrorist attacks which took place on 11 

September 2001 in New York, Washington, D.C. and Pennsylvania and regards such acts, like any act of 

international terrorism, as a threat to international peace and security; 

2. Expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims and their families and to the people and 

Government of the United States of America; 

3. Calls on all States to work together urgently to bring to justice the perpetrators, organizers and sponsors 

of these terrorist attacks and stresses that those responsible for aiding, supporting or harbouring the 

perpetrators, organizers and sponsors of these acts will be held accountable; 

4. Calls also on the international community to redouble their efforts to prevent and suppress terrorist acts 

including by increased cooperation and full implementation of the relevant international anti-terrorist 

conventions and Security Council resolutions, in particular resolution 1269 (1999) of 19 October 1999; 

5. Expresses its readiness to take all necessary steps to respond to the terrorist attacks of 11 September 

2001, and to combat all forms of terrorism, in accordance with its responsibilities under the Charter of the 

United Nations; 

6. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

6) 2625 (XXV). Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations 

and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations   
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Preamble 

The General Assembly,  

Reaffirming in the terms of the Charter of the United Nations that the maintenance of international peace 

and security and the development of friendly relations and co-operation between nations are among the 

fundamental purposes of the United Nations,  

Recalling that the peoples of the United Nations are determined to practise tolerance and live together in 

peace with one another as good neighbours,  

Bearing in mind the importance of maintaining and strengthening international peace founded upon 

freedom, equality, justice and respect for fundamental human rights and of developing friendly relations 

among nations irrespective of their political, economic and social systems or the levels of their 

development,  

Bearing in mind also the paramount importance of the Charter of the United Nations in the promotion of 

the rule of law among nations,  

Considering that the faithful observance of the principles of international law concerning friendly relations 

and co-operation among States and the fulfillment in good faith of the obligations assumed by States, in 

accordance with the Charter, is of the greatest importance for the maintenance of international peace and 

security and for the implementation of the other purposes of the United Nations,  

Noting that the great political, economic and social changes and scientific progress which have taken place 

in the world since the adoption of the Charter give increased importance to these principles and to the 

need for their more effective application in the conduct of States wherever carried on,  

Recalling the established principle that outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, is not 

subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other 

means, and mindful of the fact that consideration is being given in the United Nations to the question of 

establishing other appropriate provisions similarly inspired,  

Convinced that the strict observance by States of the obligation not to intervene in the affairs of any other 

State is an essential condition to ensure that nations live together in peace with one another, since the 

practice of any form of intervention not only violates the spirit and letter of the Charter, but also leads to 

the creation of situations which threaten international peace and security,  

Recalling the duty of States to refrain in their international relations from military, political, economic or 

any other form of coercion aimed against the political independence or territorial integrity of any State,  

Considering it essential that all States shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of 

force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner 

inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,  
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Considering it equally essential that all States shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in 

accordance with the Charter,  

Reaffirming, in accordance with the Charter, the basic importance of sovereign equality and stressing that 

the purposes of the United Nations can be implemented only if States enjoy sovereign equality and comply 

fully with the requirements of this principle in their international relations,  

Convinced that the subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a 

major obstacle to the promotion of international peace and security, Convinced that the principle of equal 

rights and self-determination of peoples constitutes a significant contribution to contemporary 

international law, and that its effective application is of paramount importance for the promotion of 

friendly relations among States, based on respect for the principle of sovereign equality,  

Convinced in consequence that any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity 

and territorial integrity of a State or country or at its political independence is incompatible with the 

purposes and principles of the Charter,  

Considering the provisions of the Charter as a whole and taking into account the role of relevant 

resolutions adopted by the competent organs of the United Nations relating to the content of the 

principles,  

Considering that the progressive development and codification of the following principles:  

a.The principle that States shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 

against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent 

with the purposes of the United Nations,  

b.The principle that States shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that 

international peace and security and justice are not endangered,  

c.The duty not to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction of any State, in accordance with the 

Charter,  

d.The duty of States to co-operate with one another in accordance with the Charter,  

e.The principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,  

f.The principle of sovereign equality of States,  

g.The principle that States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the 

Charter, so as to secure their more effective application within the international community, would 

promote the realization of the purposes of the United Nations,  

Having considered the principles of international law relating to friendly relations and co-operation among 

States,  
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1.Solemnly proclaims the following principles:  

The principle that States shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against 

the territorial integrity or political independence of any State or in any other manner inconsistent with the 

purposes of the United Nations  

Every State has the duty to refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of force against the 

territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 

purposes of the United Nations. Such a threat or use of force constitutes a violation of international law 

and the Charter of the United Nations and shall never be employed as a means of settling international 

issues.  

A war of aggression constitutes a crime against the peace, for which there is responsibility under 

international law.  

In accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations, States have the duty to refrain from 

propaganda for wars of aggression.  

Every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or use of force to violate the existing international 

boundaries of another State or as a means of solving international disputes, including territorial disputes 

and problems concerning frontiers of States.  

Every State likewise has the duty to refrain from the threat or use of force to violate international lines of 

demarcation, such as armistice lines, established by or pursuant to an international agreement to which it is 

a party or which it is otherwise bound to respect. Nothing in the foregoing shall be construed as prejudicing 

the positions of the parties concerned with regard to the status and effects of such lines under their special 

regimes or as affecting their temporary character.  

States have a duty to refrain from acts of reprisal involving the use of force.  

Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives peoples referred to in the 

elaboration of the principle of equal rights and self-determination of their right to self-determination and 

freedom and independence.  

Every State has the duty to refrain from organizing or encouraging the organization of irregular forces or 

armed bands including mercenaries, for incursion into the territory of another State.  

Every State has the duty to refrain from organizing, instigating, assisting or participating in acts of civil strife 

or terrorist acts in another State or acquiescing in organized activities within its territory directed towards 

the commission of such acts, when the acts referred to in the present paragraph involve a threat or use of 

force.  

The territory of a State shall not be the object of military occupation resulting from the use of force in 

contravention of the provisions of the Charter. The territory of a State shall not be the object of acquisition 
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by another State resulting from the threat or use of force. No territorial acquisition resulting from the 

threat or use of force shall be recognized as legal. Nothing in the foregoing shall be construed as affecting:  

a.Provisions of the Charter or any international agreement prior to the Charter regime and valid under 

international law; or  

b.The powers of the Security Council under the Charter.  

All States shall pursue in good faith negotiations for the early conclusion of a universal treaty on general 

and complete disarmament under effective international control and strive to adopt appropriate measures 

to reduce international tensions and strengthen confidence among States.  

All States shall comply in good faith with their obligations under the generally recognized principles and 

rules of international law with respect to the maintenance of international peace and security, and shall 

endeavour to make the United Nations security system based on the Charter more effective.  

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as enlarging or diminishing in any way the scope of 

the provisions of the Charter concerning cases in which the use of force is lawful.  

The principle that States shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that 

international peace and security and justice are not endangered  

Every State shall settle its international disputes with other States by peaceful means in such a manner that 

international peace and security and justice are not endangered.  

States shall accordingly seek early and just settlement of their international disputes by negotiation, 

inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements 

or other peaceful means of their choice. In seeking such a settlement the parties shall agree upon such 

peaceful means as may be appropriate to the circumstances and nature of the dispute.  

The parties to a dispute have the duty, in the event of failure to reach a solution by any one of the above 

peaceful means, to continue to seek a settlement of the dispute by other peaceful means agreed upon by 

them.  

States parties to an international dispute, as well as other States shall refrain from any action which may 

aggravate the Situation so as to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security, and shall 

act in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

International disputes shall be settled on the basis of the Sovereign equality of States and in accordance 

with the Principle of free choice of means. Recourse to, or acceptance of, a settlement procedure freely 

agreed to by States with regard to existing or future disputes to which they are parties shall not be 

regarded as incompatible with sovereign equality.  

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs prejudices or derogates from the applicable provisions of the Charter, 

in particular those relating to the pacific settlement of international disputes.  
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The principle concerning the duty not to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction of any State, 

in accordance with the Charter  

No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the 

internal or external affairs of any other State. Consequently, armed intervention and all other forms of 

interference or attempted threats against the personality of the State or against its political, economic and 

cultural elements, are in violation of international law.  

No State may use or encourage the use of economic political or any other type of measures to coerce 

another State in order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights and to 

secure from it advantages of any kind. Also, no State shall organize, assist, foment, finance, incite or 

tolerate subversive, terrorist or armed activities directed towards the violent overthrow of the regime of 

another State, or interfere in civil strife in another State.  

The use of force to deprive peoples of their national identity constitutes a violation of their inalienable 

rights and of the principle of non-intervention.  

 

Every State has an inalienable right to choose its political, economic, social and cultural systems, without 

interference in any form by another State.  

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as reflecting the relevant provisions of the Charter 

relating to the maintenance of international peace and security.  

The duty of States to co-operate with one another in accordance with the Charter  

States have the duty to co-operate with one another, irrespective of the differences in their political, 

economic and social systems, in the various spheres of international relations, in order to maintain 

international peace and security and to promote international economic stability and progress, the general 

welfare of nations and international co-operation free from discrimination based on such differences.  

To this end:  

a.States shall co-operate with other States in the maintenance of international peace and security;  

b.States shall co-operate in the promotion of universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all, and in the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination and all forms of 

religious intolerance;  

c.States shall conduct their international relations in the economic, social, cultural, technical and trade 

fields in accordance with the principles of sovereign equality and non-intervention;  

d.States Members of the United Nations have the duty to take joint and separate action in co-operation 

with the United Nations in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter.  
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States should co-operate in the economic, social and cultural fields as well as in the field of science and 

technology and for the promotion of international cultural and educational progress. States should co-

operate in the promotion of economic growth throughout the world, especially that of the developing 

countries.  

The principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples  

By virtue of the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of the 

United Nations, all peoples have the right freely to determine, without external interference, their political 

status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural development, and every State has the duty to 

respect this right in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.  

Every State has the duty to promote, through joint and separate action, realization of the principle of equal 

rights and self-determination of peoples, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter, and to render 

assistance to the United Nations in carrying out the responsibilities entrusted to it by the Charter regarding 

the implementation of the principle, in order:  

a.To promote friendly relations and co-operation among States; and  

b.To bring a speedy end to colonialism, having due regard to the freely expressed will of the peoples 

concerned; and bearing in mind that subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and 

exploitation constitutes a violation of the principle, as well as a denial of fundamental human rights, and is 

contrary to the Charter.  

Every State has the duty to promote through joint and separate action universal respect for and observance 

of human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with the Charter.  

The establishment of a sovereign and independent State, the free association or integration with an 

independent State or the emergence into any other political status freely determined by a people 

constitute modes of implementing the right of self-determination by that people.  

Every State has the duty to refrain from any forcible action which deprives peoples referred to above in the 

elaboration of the present principle of their right to self-determination and freedom and independence. In 

their actions against, and resistance to, such forcible action in pursuit of the exercise of their right to self-

determination, such peoples are entitled to seek and to receive support in accordance with the purposes 

and principles of the Charter.  

The territory of a colony or other Non-Self-Governing Territory has, under the Charter, a status separate 

and distinct from the territory of the State administering it; and such separate and distinct status under the 

Charter shall exist until the people of the colony or Non-Self-Governing Territory have exercised their right 

of self-determination in accordance with the Charter, and particularly its purposes and principles.  

Nothing in the foregoing paragraphs shall be construed as authorizing or encouraging any action which 

would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and 
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independent States conducting themselves in compliance with the principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples as described above and thus possessed of a government representing the whole 

people belonging to the territory without distinction as to race, creed or colour.  

Every State shall refrain from any action aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity and 

territorial integrity of any other State or country.  

The principle of sovereign equality of States  

All States enjoy sovereign equality. They have equal rights and duties and are equal members of the 

international community, notwithstanding differences of an economic, social, political or other nature.  

In particular, sovereign equality includes the following elements:  

a.States are judicially equal;  

b.Each State enjoys the rights inherent in full sovereignty;  

c.Each State has the duty to respect the personality of other States;  

d.The territorial integrity and political independence of the State are inviolable;  

e.Each State has the right freely to choose and develop its political, social, economic and cultural systems;  

f.Each State has the duty to comply fully and in good faith with its international obligations and to live in 

peace with other States.  

The principle that States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the 

Charter  

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by it in accordance with the Charter 

of the United Nations.  

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith its obligations under the generally recognized principles and 

rules of international law.  

Every State has the duty to fulfil in good faith its obligations under international agreements valid under the 

generally recognized principles and rules of international law.  

Where obligations arising under international agreements are in conflict with the obligations of Members 

of the United Nations under the Charter of the United Nations, the obligations under the Charter shall 

prevail.  

General Part 

2.Declares that:  
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In their interpretation and application the above principles are interrelated and each principle should be 

construed in the context of the other principles. Nothing in this Declaration shall be construed as 

prejudicing in any manner the provisions of the Charter or the rights and duties of Member States under 

the Charter or the rights of peoples under the Charter, taking into account the elaboration of these rights in 

this Declaration.;  

3.Declares further that: The principles of the Charter which are embodied in this Declaration constitute 

basic principles of international law, and consequently appeals to all States to be guided by these principles 

in their international conduct and to develop their mutual relations on the basis of the strict observance of 

these principles.  

 

7) Definition of Aggression, United Nations General Assembly Resolution 3314 (XXIX). 

The General Assembly, 

Basing itself on the fact that one of the fundamental purposes of the United Nations is to maintain 

international peace and security and to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal 

of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, 

Recalling that the Security Council, in accordance with Article 39 of the Charter of the United Nations, shall 

determine the existence of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression and shall make 

recommendations, or decide what measures shall be taken in accordance with Articles 41 and 42, to 

maintain or restore international peace and security, 

Recalling also the duty of States under the Charter to settle their international disputes by peaceful means 

in order not to endanger international peace, security and justice, 

Bearing in mind that nothing in this Definition shall be interpreted as in any way affecting the scope of the 

provisions of the Charter with respect to the functions and powers of the organs of the United Nations, 

Considering also that, since aggression is the most serious and dangerous form of the illegal use of force, 

being fraught, in the conditions created by the existence of all types of weapons of mass destruction, with 

the possible threat of a world conflict and all its catastrophic consequences, aggression should be defined 

at the present stage, 

Reaffirming the duty of States not to use armed force to deprive peoples of their right to self-

determination, freedom and independence, or to disrupt territorial Integrity, 

Reaffirming also that the territory of a State shall not be violated by being the object, even temporarily, of 

military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another State in contravention of the Charter, 

and that it shall not be the object of acquisition by another State resulting from such measures or the 

threat thereof, 
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Reaffirming also the provisions of the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 

Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 

Convinced that the adoption of a definition of aggression ought to have the effect of deterring a potential 

aggressor, would simplify the determination of acts of aggression and the implementation of measures to 

suppress them and would also facilitate the protection of the rights and lawful interests of, and the 

rendering of assistance to, the victim, 

Believing that, although the question whether an act of aggression has been committed must be 

considered in the light of all the circumstances of each particular case, it is nevertheless desirable to 

formulate basic principles as guidance for such determination, 

Adopts the following Definition of Agression: 

Article I 

 

Aggression is the use of armed force by a State against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political 

independence of another State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Charter of the United 

Nations, as set out in this Definition. 

 

 Explanatory note: In this Definition the term "State": 

 (a) Is used without prejudice to questions of recognition or to whether a State is a member of the United 

Nations; 

(b) Includes the concept of a "group of States" where appropriate. 

Article 2 

The First use of armed force by a State in contravention of the Charter shall constitute prima facie evidence 

of an act of aggression although the Security Council may, in conformity with the Charter, conclude that a 

determination that an act of aggression has been committed would not be justified in the light of other 

relevant circumstances, including the fact that the acts concerned or their consequences are not of 

sufficient gravity. 

Article 3 

Any of the following acts, regardless of a declaration of war, shall, subject to and in accordance with the 

provisions of article 2, qualify as an act of aggression: 
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(a) The invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of the territory of another State, or any military 

occupation, however temporary, resulting from such invasion or attack, or any annexation by the use of 

force of the territory of another State or part thereof, 

(b) Bombardment by the armed forces of a State against the territory of another State or the use of any 

weapons by a State against the territory of another State; 

(c) The blockade of the ports or coasts of a State by the armed forces of another State; 

(d) An attack by the armed forces of a State on the land, sea or air forces, or marine and air fleets of 

another State; 

(e) The use of armed forces of one State which are within the territory of another State with the agreement 

of the receiving State, in contravention of the conditions provided for in the agreement or any extension of 

their presence in such territory beyond the termination of the agreement; 

(f) The action of a State in allowing its territory, which it has placed at the disposal of another State, to be 

used by that other State for perpetrating an act of aggression against a third State; 

(g) The sending by or on behalf of a State of armed bands, groups, irregulars or mercenaries, which carry 

out acts of armed force against another State of such gravity as to amount to the acts listed above, or its 

substantial involvement therein. 

Article 4 

The acts enumerated above are not exhaustive and the Security Council may determine that other acts 

constitute aggression under the provisions of the Charter. 

Article 5 

1. No consideration of whatever nature, whether political, economic, military or otherwise, may serve as a 

justification for aggression. 

2. A war of aggression is a crime against international peace. Aggression gives rise to international 

responsibility. 

3. No territorial acquisition or special advantage resulting from aggression is or shall be recognized as 

lawful. 

Article 6 

Nothing in this Definition shall be construed as in any way enlarging or diminishing the scope of the 

Charter, including its provisions concerning cases in which the use of force is lawful. 

Article 7 
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Nothing in this Definition, and in particular article 3, could in any way prejudice the right to self-

determination, freedom and independence, as derived from the Charter, of peoples forcibly deprived of 

that right and referred to in the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations 

and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, particularly peoples 

under colonial and racist regimes or other forms of alien domination: nor the right of these peoples to 

struggle to that end and to seek and receive support, in accordance with the principles of the Charter and 

in conformity with the above-mentioned Declaration. 

Article 8 

In their interpretation and application the above provisions are interrelated and each provision should be 

construed in the context of the other provisions. 

 

 


