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EKSAMEN I JURIDISKE VALGEMNER  

VÅR 2013 

Dato: Fredag 24. mai 2013 

Tid: Kl. 10:00 – 14:00 

 

JUS5630/JUR1630 – Privacy and Data Protection   

The language of examination for this course is English: students may answer in English ONLY, answers in 
any other language than English will be given a F (F for fail). 
 
Consider the following scenario and the assignment below. 

Remember to structure your answer and write legibly.  

 

Nora is a German national who, during her studies in Norway, visits the Emergency Room in the hospital in 

Oslo. While waiting to see a doctor, Nora is required to fill in some personal details such as her age, address 

and telephone number, as well as information relating to her medical history. 

 

Three months after the hospital visit, Nora gets an email from BioMed, a private international medical 

research company specializing in the development of new drugs and other medical products. The email 

states that, based on her recent visit to the Emergency Room, Nora is a perfect candidate to test a new 

drug and is invited to take part in medical research. BioMed has offices around the world, and while it 

appears that the email is sent from the BioMed subsidiary based in the USA, the research itself and the 

selection of research participants takes place in BioMed’s main office in Oslo. 

 

Nora is upset about getting this email because it brings back unpleasant memories from the hospital visit 

and the time she felt unwell. Nora is of the opinion that her right to privacy has been breached and first 

contacts the hospital to complain. In a reaction, the hospital claims that Nora has no basis for her 

complaints as they had a notice in the waiting area of the emergency room informing patients that the 

hospital was going to give their information to researchers and inviting them to let the receptionist know if 

they objected to this.  

 

In a further attempt to get her complaints heard, Nora tries to find out more about BioMed. In surfing the 

net, Nora finds the homepage of BioMed but is required to accept ‘cookies’ in order to access the webpage 

that contains the company’s contact information. Because Nora really wants to get in contact with the 

company to discuss her complaints, she reluctantly agrees to accept the ‘cookies’. As a result, every time 

she reads online newspapers, advertisements for medical products appear on her computer screen. 

Moreover, BioMed keeps sending her emails with the question whether or not she would like to participate 

in medical research. 



Det juridiske fakultet 
Universitetet i Oslo 

Side 2 av 2 

 

 

Nora does not know what to do and contacts the Norwegian Data Protection Authority. You are the Officer 

at the Norwegian Data Protection Authority who deals with Nora’s complaint. What advice would you give 

as to whether the hospital or BioMed has acted in breach of the data protection legislation and why should 

you give that advice? You may use the provisions of European Directives as the basis for your answer (i.e. 

you do not need to apply Norwegian national data protection rules nor the rules in the proposed EU Data 

Protection Regulation). 

 

 
 

*** 
 

 


