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Respond to both questions below. The first questions should be answered in the form of an 

essay with a maximum of about 1,000 words (including footnotes, or in-text references). The 

second question is a case scenario and you have 2,000 words maximum (including 

footnotes, or in-text references) to answer it. Do not exceed 3,000 words (including 

footnotes, or in-text references) for both questions. Try to structure your essays with 

adequate headings and sub-headings. Use relevant legal sources to substantiate your 

arguments, including treaty provisions, customary international humanitarian law, general 

principles of international humanitarian law, and case law. For purposes of answering these 

questions, all relevant IHL treaties and the Statute of the International Criminal Court are 

applicable. 

 

Question 1 

What measures taken by warring parties are most conducive to strengthening the principle of 

distinction between military objectives and civilians and civilian objects under contemporary 

international humanitarian law? Explain the international legal obligations incumbent upon 

parties to an armed conflict to comply with this fundamental principle of IHL. 

 

Question 2 

Consider the following scenario. A coalition of States is engaged in an armed conflict with 

another State. A coalition aircraft taking off from a military base in a neighbouring country 

receives a mission to bomb and destroy a bridge carrying a railway. The reason is that the 

bridge serves to transport troops and ammunitions by train to the frontline. However, the 

bridge also serves for the passage of civilian trains. The pilot proceeds on his mission and 

targets the bridge. As it happens, a train is just coming out of the tunnel which precedes the 

bridge. The pilot had not established whether a train was in the tunnel. Thus, during his 

attack, he hits the train, which happens to be a civilian object and carrying civilians. Seeing 

that he did not destroy the bridge on the first bombing run, he returns on the spot and bombs 

that bridge for a second time. Because of the smoke caused by the first bombing run, the pilot 

accidentally hits the train for a second time. There are between 10 and 30 civilian casualties.  

 

- How should we evaluate these events from the point of view of IHL? Is there a 

difference between the first and the second attack?  

 

  


