
 

 

Plan for the group work in Environmental Law and 

Economics (JUS5831) 

         

Introduction 

An important part of the  student work load will consist of group work, the purpose of which is to have 

the students discuss how the theories apply to the real world. The aim is to discuss the theories through 

concrete examples. As the groups will present for the first time already on September 12, groups will 

have to be formed on September 5; forming groups before then will probably be difficult. Each group 

will choose one particular environmental problem, i.e. one particular area of environmental harm. 

Thus, one group will be asked to analyze water pollution (ground-water and/or surface water), another 

to analyze air-pollution (perhaps including noise if the group so wishes), a third to analyze soil or land 

pollution, and a fourth to take up the threat to the climate (the problem of excessive Co2 emissions).  

The groups will be asked to provide answers to the questions specified below. In doing so, the groups 

should feel free to consult the internet (e.g. by googling the relevant key-words) and any other 

material. Below, some suggested readings are indicated; more will be provided later.  

In class, the groups will briefly present their examples, and their thoughts; time will be short, so not 

everything can be presented in class. The discussion based on the groups’ findings will also have to be 

short and selective. We will have to confine ourselves to covering only some of the more interesting 

findings and thoughts.  

As most of the work in the groups will take place in the second half of the course, during the week in 

November, it is important that the groups prepare extensively during October. Most of the group work 

will have to be finished before November 5. If, during the month of October (or before) questions 

come up during a group’s work, feel free to contact Henrik at hl.jur@cbs.dk.  

 

Group assignments  

 

A. Group assignment for September 12 on the instrument of environmental 

taxes:  

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group: 

1. For your particular environmental issue, give one or more examples of the use of 

environmental taxes. 

2. What should be the goal of such taxes? Optimal pollution? Cost-effectiveness? Use graphs 

to illustrate. 

3. Discuss the pros and cons (advantages and disadvantages, suitability for attaining goal) of 

using such taxes in the given context.  
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Suggested reading: Dan Fullerton, Andrew Leicester, and Stephen Smith: Environmental Taxes, in 

particular pages 1-8,  http://www.nber.org/papers/w14197.pdf  

 

B. Group assignment for November 5 on property rules versus liability rules:  

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group: 

1. For your particular environmental issue, give examples of regulations in the widest sense 

that fall under the heading of property rules, and liability rules.  

2. Discuss whether it is optimal for the regulation to be either a property rule or a liability rule.  

 

C. Group assignment for November 6 on allowances and tradeable permits:  

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group:  

1. For your particular environmental issue, give examples of the use of allowances (emission 

standards). Are tradeable permits used for your type of environmental harm? If not, why 

not? If yes, is it efficient? 

2. Discuss the efficiency of a given regulation that takes the form of an emission standard. If 

a tradeable permit system exists, discuss its efficiency.  

 

D. Group assignment for November 7 on civil liability:  

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group: 

1. For your particular environmental issue, give examples of the role of civil liability for 

harm suffered. If liability plays no role, why not?  

2. Discuss whether liability adds to efficiency and whether an expanded role for liability 

might enhance efficiency.  

 

E. Group assignment for November 8 on nuisance law, zoning and regulatory 

takings:  

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group: 

1. For your particular environmental issue, give examples of the role of nuisance law, 

zoning and regulatory takings if such exist. If these instruments are not used, why not?  

2. Discuss whether these instruments add to efficiency and contemplate whether an 

expanded role for them might be worthwhile.  

 

F. Group assignment for November 9, which considers the combination of 

instruments: 

Questions to be answered/commented on by each group: 
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1. For your particular environmental harm, explain the combination of instruments used to 

control the harm.  

2. Provide thoughts on whether or not this combination of instruments is efficient.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


