541

gk servme suppliers.

hoe Comfort Inc. is a footwear manufacturer from Smal! Rapld Ne\

~omfor produces a very successful model of men’s shoes under the name

In recent years, these cheap but well-made and trendy shoes

/ery popular among young people in the European Uniol he

,:(w;thln the EU) Italy, Spain and Portugal in particular, | have a long raditio

he 'aklkng and were once the world’s biggest shoe producers , h E!
ne ‘us y i strugglmg and employment in this industry is falling drama Ca ly.
earm the further demise of its once great shoe mdustry, the Eu pe 1
mit the importation of men’s shoes to 100 million | TVl
y;ded among China (60 million pairs), Vietnam (20 mllllo
n pairs). Last year, Newland exported as many shoes to the Eur pe:
etnam While the quota of 100 million pairs per year was: ‘p :
EU’s Offtc:aIJoumaI the allocation of this quota was made publ on the website of
the Directorate General for Trade of the European Commlssmn, and this was done
three Worklng days pefore the quota took effect. Foreign footwear manufactur
such as Shoe ‘Comfort, must apply for an import licence. Import ‘cences are grante
by the ewly established EU Shoe Import Board, on which also the epresenta
e U shoe industry sit. Importers can appeal decisions by the EU S‘ oe Import B
ch appeals can only be brought to the EU Trade Commlssmner he Europ
; o’t only imposes a quota on shoes, it also requ;res that all ‘
;rough the port of Valletta, Malta. No reason was given for this reqw

everal EU Member States have regulations in place requiring governme
es to buy European shoes only Also, all sho repa

as

ents and. the armed forc

done by European companies.
U‘ eterred by the import quota and the other measures referred ,o above

ch. it is confident, will soon be withdrawn), Shoe Comfort ;W ts to set
hain of Shoe Ease shops in Europe. However, itis informed by th'
sh Ministerio de Economia y Competitividad that under the
n‘ de - Pequerios Comerciantes' (the ‘Small Shopkeepers Protec,
976 the number of shoe retail shops in a specific area is limited on the basis
_an economic needs test. Moreover, under the ‘Ley de Identldad Cu/t al’




542 Non-Tariff Barriers

Itura ldentlty Act’) of 1998 all retail shopkeepers m Spam m




